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expenditures. - He cannot expend a dollar, except 
jt be appropriated by law of Congress. His on'y 
power is to see it judiciously applied, in fulfilment 
of these laws. 

Mr. McK. then referred to the messages ef Ge- 
neral Jackson against heavy expenditures, and com- 
mented thereon; and proved that, if it had not been 
for the interposition of his veto power, the system 
of extravagance on objects of internal improve- 
ment which had grown up under the Administra- 


tion of Mr. Adams, would have been swelled to | 


upwards of one hundre! millions more than had 
been appropriated to that object since General 
Jackson went into the Presidential chair. To 
prove that the promises of retrenchment were not 


those who opposed the repeal of the duties were re- 
sponsib’e. He then quoied from the speeches of 
Mr. Cray, to show that if the views of the Execu- 
live had been carried out in regard to the tariff, 
the revenues from imports would have been 
still further reduced. Mr. Cray admitted, in 1833, 
that his American 2ystem was in danger from the 
friends of the Administration—that it would have 
been overthrown if it had not been for the comprc- 
mise act. Mr. C. also admitted in 1836, that he 
foresaw, at the time of the compromise act, that it 
would produce a surplus in the Treasury, and en- 
deavored to guard against it by his bill for the dis- 
tribution of the procecds of the public lands. The 
Opposition were then, and now are, friend'y to 
a high tariff. 

So far, then, as the fact that too much money 
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had been collected, contributed to swell the expen- 
ditures ef Government, the Opposition, that now 
declaimed so much about extravagance, were re- 
sponsible. 


Mr. McK. then showed the large amount of | 


goods imporied free of Cuty since the administra- 
tion of Mr. Adams; which, during the administra- 
tion of Jackson alone, exceeded that amount by 
many millions. 
specie circular in preventing large amounts of de- 
preciated bank paper from coming into the Trea- 


sury, and thus did away with one cause which | 


would make it necessary to swell the appropriation 
to get rid of the money; and prevented the rich 
lands of the West from passing into the hands of 
speculators. 


of which they wished to make the present Ad- | 
The remarks of Mr. | 


ministration accountable. 
MeK. will be published in full hereafter. 
Mr. EVANS took exception to the course of re- 


mark of the seatleman fiom North Carolina [Mr. | 


[McKay,] io relation to the causes of the increase 


of the expenditures; and particular'y took excep'ion | 
to his argument in relation to the burdens of taxa- 


tion of wh'ch the peop'e had been relieved during 
the administration of General Jackson. He re- 
plied at length to the topics. He did not deny, 
however, that the Whig party had voted for the 
greater proportion of the appropriations to which 


that gentleman hadadveried. Mr. E. said hedid vote | 
for the appropriation to fortifications, as the gen- | 


tleman from North Carolina had charged upoa 
him; and it wasno mortification to him to have 


He showed the good effects ofthe || 


his votes, which were recorded on the journals, in 
| favor of appropriations to all the great objects to 
which the gentleman had adverted, exhibited to 
the House and the country. He did net boast there 
or elsewhere that he did vote for them. If he had 
any pride about the matter, it was because he had 
voted for appropriations to harbors, fortifications, 
light-hou: es, and other great national cbjects. He 
did not profess to belong to a party in favor of a 
parsimonious Administration, though he was for 
an economical one. There cou'd be economy in 
the expenditure of millions, and extravagance in 
the expenditure of hundreds. As for the expendi- 
tures on harbors, fortifications, rcads, and light- 
houses, he took pride if his vote had helped them 
on. There was no economy in cenfining the ex- 
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rent hollow, during his administration, Mr. McK. Mr. McK. then adverted to the asseition of some i penditures of Government to a small amount— 
pid showed, from official statements, that not a new tax gentlemen who wished to hold the Executive re- || to fifteen millions, as had been proposed by one 
its on duty had been laid during the whole period, or || sponsible for the appropriations, that they would | gentleman from North Carolina. Economy did not 
ddi. since, but that a great many duties had been re- || not vote for any measure unless estimates were re- || consist in confining to a small amount, but in ja- 
ants duced, amounting, in the periods below, as fol- || ceived from the Departments for that purpose. | diciousiy applying what was appropriated to sach . 
the lows, viz: 2 He said that the appropriations had generally ex- || objects were was worthy,the care of he Government. 
Mr. In 1831, - = = = $3,728,000 ceeded the estimates of the Departments from the || Hedid not complain of the amount of the appro- 
in. 1832, - - - - 7,304,000 foundation of the Government. The estimates priations, bat the manner in which it was applied. 
de- 1833, - 19,789,000 depended more or less upon the legislation of Con- || He disapproved the Indian policy—the policy of 
ants 1834, si yeaep - 24,445,000 gress; and cited many instances to prove the || acquiring lands—which had caused the Indian 
‘ion 1835, - - - - 27,453,000 ground assumed. The bill to increase the pay of || wats, and which had thrown an immense expendi- 
into 1836, es ae ne 34,688,000 the navy, which was voted for by the Opposition ture of money upon the Government, and contri- 
lmi- making an actual reduction in the burdens on the-|| generally, one year alone caused an incvease in || buted to swell the appropriations, which he and 
ving people of these amounts. ; the estimates for the next year. It was thus that || the party to which he was attached were compelled 
the In the last four years, the reduction of taxes on || the estimates were increased by the action of Con- || to vote for, however much they were opposed tu 
New imports was larger than the whole amount of actual || gress. The act of Congress, which one year || the policy makingdhe apprepriations hecessary. 
such receipts into the Treasury during the administra- || caused an excess of appropriations over the esti- Mr. E. agreed with the gentleman from North 
ar to tion of Mr. Adams. Yet these Whig gentlemen mates, next year, by thesame process, swelled the || Carolina (Mr. McKay} that too much had been 
yern: are contending that there has been no retrench- estimates over those of the previous years. || said in the cou se of the debate on this bill, in 
: the ment of the burdens on the people. If the tariff | It was degrading 'o the character of the House || throwing the responsibility of the appropriations on 
juct: actof 1828 had remained unaliered, the receipts || to say that Congress should be confined to the es i- || the President, that would tend to surrender ali the 
mere into the Treasury would have been upwards of one || mates. It was the duty of the Executive to report || powers of Congress to the dic'a'ion of the Execu- 
ures, hundred millions more than they were during the || the amounts of estimates necessary to falfil the pro- ‘| tive. Some gentlemen had contended that they 
was administration of General Jackson, notwith- || visions of existing laws, and not for him to say || would not votefor any appropriation except the 
‘jews standing the large amounts of receipts during that || that such estimates should nut be exceeded. The || Executive Departmen’s reported estimates for such 
rease period; yet, by this enormous reduction, the bur- || President had not said so; but if the argument of || purposes. He was totally opposed to the doctrine 
» the dens of the people have been lessened more than || gentlemen prevail, it would, in effect, be giving the || that Congress should vote nothing except upon the 
o the one half. Mr. McK. then showed on what particu- || power to the Executive to originate all the appro- || estimates of the Departmen’s. Al! the Depart- 
t ne- lar articles the reduction had been made, || priation bills. He would be glad to see, in many || ments hada right to do, was to make estimates of 
pars being principally necessaries of life, includ- || instances, the appropriations redaced below the | the specific amounts necessary to carry out the 
Dr its ing tea, coffee, and brown sugars, on which || estimates; butthey were in accordance with the ex- || provisions of law. Whenever the Executive 
Mr. some forty millions had been ieduced. On the |) isting laws, and could not be touched, without a re- || stepped beyond that, he overstepped the duties 
sary articles of tea alone, 15 millions reduction had bren || peal of those laws. | assigned him by the Constitution and the 
the effected in the space of three years; and on ceffve | Mr. McK. then showed that even the estimates, || laws. His duty is to follow the lead of k- 
be- some $13,000,000. Mr. McK. then argued that the || under exisiing laws, fluc'uated. Supplies to the || gislation, and send us estimates of what is 
ap: great accumulation of surplus revenues was one army and navy being influenced by the state of the || necessary to execute the provisions of laws passed 
ares great cause of the increase in the expendiiures. He || carrency of the country, cost more some years than || by Congress. The great fault he found with the 
any said if the money was coilected it must be spent. || others; this was one cause that contributed to swell || Executive new was, that, after he sent those esti- 
in- It would be rainous to the best interests of the || the appropriation during the last and present Ad- || mates, under existing laws, he dared to tell us not 
va- country to have hoarded revenues thus unnecessa- ministrations, the prices of provision during that || to originate any new measures, for fear of exceed- 
this tily collected. Ifthe mopey was taken from the || period being very high. He then went into anex- || ing those estimates. You, the representatives of 
the people, it must be sent back to the people—it must || am/nation in detail, and showed the large amounts || the people, do not commence a single new work, 
and beexpended. Therefore, the most effectual way to || appropriated to national objects during that time, || however much the wants and in‘erests of the coun- 
00. dim:nish the expenses of Government would be || exceeded by many millions appropriations to such || try demand it. It was the business of Congress, 
an, not to take more money from the people than was objects during the administration of Mr. Adams. || ia the exercise of its constitutional functions, with- 
00. absolutely necessary for great public purposes. It || He examined in detail all the appropriations which || out any dictation from the President, to originate 
to was the duty of Congress tosee that no more was || made up the excess over the administration of that || and pass such measures as were necessary. It is 
collected than was necessary; and when collected || gentleman, and showed conclusively that many of || their duty to see to the state of the Union, and to 
t that it shou'd be appropriated to consiitutional ob- || the objects of those appropriations originated with || provide for its general welfare. The estimates of 
va- jects. If more had been heretofore collected than {| the Opposition, and that that party had invariably || the Departments should not to be taken upon trust. 
the the proper wants uf the Government required, || votedfor all the appropriations, for the increase || If it had been otherwise, things would be different 


from what they now are. 

Mr. ATHERTON went into a full examination 
of the principles of the party opposing th> present 
Administration, identifying that party with the old 
Federal and Hartford Convention party; and made 


sent Administration; [a full report of it wil be 
published hereafte:;] 


| 
|| a most able vindication of the principles of the pre- 
} 
| 


but, before concluding, 
yielded the floor to 
Mr. HOWARD, who said that, with the permis- 


sion of the gentleman from New Hampshire, ne 


A division being had on the motioa, resulted, 

ay«s 54, noes no! counted: there being no quorum. 
The committee then ro e, and, ’ 
On motion of Mr. TRIPLETT, 
The House acjuyrne d, 


| would move that the committee now rise. 
j 
| 
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IN SENATE, 
Farpay, April 24, 1840. 

Mr. LINN presented petitions and memorials 
of the following character, which were appropri- 
ately referred: 

Memorial of the citizens of Clay county, asking 
for a Superintendency of Indian Affairs on the 
weetern frontier of the State of Missouri. 

Petition of the heirs of Joshua Bishop, for horses 
stolen by Indians in 1812 

Evidence in support of claims for depredations 


committed on the property of citizens of Cote Sans | 


Dessein, 

Petition of the inhabitants of Calloway county, 
Missouri, asking pay for horses stolen by the 
friendly Indians under United States protection. 

Memorial of sundry citizens of Cote San Dessein, 
praying remuneration for Indian depredations. 

Petition of John Turner, for horses taken in 
1812. 

Petition of Francis Roy, Antoine Foy, Jos. 
Reves, and J. P. Donoyler, for Indian cepreda- 
tons. 

Petition of the administrator of J. Cooper. 

David MeQuin'ly, adminis'rator of Wm. Head, 
praying remuneration for Indian depredations. 

Petitioa of R. A. and J. G. Heath, for Indian 
depredations. 

Deposi ion of Robert Hancock. 

Deposition of Francis Cooper. 

C aim of Elisha Todd, for property taken by the 
Sac and Fox Indians in 1814, 

Claim of Jos. Boggs, for property taken by Sac 
and Fox Indians in 1814. 


Petition of John O'Bannon, praying remunera- , 


tion for Indian depredations, 

Petition of Davia Magill, for property taken by 
Sac and Fox Indians in 1814. . 

Petition of Joseph Roy, for Indian depreda- 
rons. 

Petition of Jesse Watkins, James Turner, and 
Benjamin Cotton, for Indian depredations. 

Petition of Jo-hua Freeman, for Indian depreda- 
ucbs,. 

Petition of Lewis Bartholet, for Indian depreda- 
tions. 

Petition of Joseph Austin, for Indian depreda- 
ons, 

Claim of Absalom Broom, for property taken by 
Nac and Fox Indians in 1814. 

Petition of Thomas Wasson, for Indian depreda- 
uons. 

Petiuon of John P. Roy, for Indian depreda- 
tions. 

Petition of Thomas Wood, for Indian depreda- 
ons 

Petitions of Wm. Monroe and Joseph Wolfskill, 
for losses sustained in the Boonslick settlement by 
the friendly Sacs during the war. 

Petition of R. E. Gentry, Wm. Monroe, and 
others, for Indian depredations. 

Petition of Geo. Jackson, for Indian depreda- 
tions. 

Mr. BUCHANAN presented the memorial of 
Jonathan H. Cobb of Dedham, and Samuel Cobb 
of Needham, Massachusetts, manufacturers of 
sewing silk and other silk goods, requesting Con- 
gress 10 impose a duty on the importation of foreign 
silk manufactures. 

Mr. B. said that it had been demonstrated by 
experience, that our soil, our climate, and our pure 
and dry atmesphere, were peculiarly adapted to the 
production of silk. With this experience before our 
eyes, our country presented the strange, he was 
about to say absurd, spectacle of admitting the im- 
portation of foreign siiks free of all duty. This was 
done at a time when our revenues were not 
equal to the expenses of the Government; and we 
were actually borrowing money to supply the defi- 
ciency. A new issue of Treasury notes might have 
been altogether avoided, had we, in time, imposed 
a@ moderate revenue duty on the importation of this 
article of luxury. Such a da'y would have afford 
ed, and would still afford, incidental encou:age- 
ment to the producticn of silk—a branch of indus- 
try which was now stroggling into existence, not 
only without the aid, but in direct opposition to the 
existing policy of our laws. 

He confessed he could perceive no good reason 
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why a revenue duty should not be imposed upen 
this article at the present sessicn of Congress; 
whilst, as a mere revenue measure, there were 
many good reasons for our immediate action. We 
not only had lest the amount of revenue which 
would have resulted from a direct duty upon this 
article; but by a construction of the laws, which 


Congress never intended, we had icst very large || 


sums incidentally. 

There could be no policy more wise than that of 
varying our productions, This would essentia'ly 
contribute to check the enormous amount of 
foreiga importations under which our country now 
periodically suffered. The memorial states, “that 
in the year 1836, it required the whole exports of 
the Unicn, with the exception of co'ton, and an 


| addition of eight millions in cash,to pay for the 


importation of silk alene.” Was notth's state- 
ment—which he believed to be ecrrect, although he 
had not himself recently examined the statistical 
tables—sufficient to carry conviction toevery mind? 
All the products of agriculture, except cotton, of 
manufactures, and of the fi-heries, which we ex- 
ported, were exhaustea in the purchase of foreiga 
silks, and eight millions of dollars were required 
to supply the defficiency ! What would the civi- 
lized world think of such folly? Anias if this 
were the wisest policy in the world, we continue to 
throw open our portsto the free importation of 
this article, whilst we are borrowing money to de- 
fray the ordinary expenses of Government. Pe- 
sides, this can never be regarded as a sectional 
question; because our whole country, North, South, 


East, and West, is admirably adapied to the pro- || 
|| accompanied by heavy loss to that portion of the 


duction of this article. 


The imposi ion of a revenue ¢cuty upon silk | 
would be in exact accordance with the letter and | 
It has expressly | 


spirit of the compromise law. 
provided that, in the contingency of a deficiency 
of revenue before June, 1842, a duty not exceed- 


ing twenty per cent. might be imposed upon silk, || 


or any other article not expressly excepted from 
duty by itsterms. This contingency had happened. 
Our revenue was deficient, and why chon!d Con- 
gress not immediately imp’ se a duty of twenty per 
cent. on the importation of this artice? So well 
had he been convinerd, both of the necessity and 
policy of such a measure, that he should have read 
a bill in his place, at the commencement of the 
present session, imposing this duty, could sucha 
bill have originated in the Senate, under the Con- 
titution of the United Stats. 

Before he took his seat, he would make a re 
mark cn the compromise act of March, 1833, the 
true nature of which, he had reason to believe, 
was much misunderstood throvghont the country. 
It was supposed by many that the enormous im- 
portations of 1839 were mainly produced by the 
reduction of duties under this law. This conld not 
have been the case; and these importations must 
mainly be referred to other and much more pow- 
erful causes. 

That act, which was approved on the 21 March, 
1833, by President Jackson, provides that the ex- 
cess of duty above twenty per cent. levied by vir- 
tue of former laws on the importation of fore'ga 
goods, shall be gradually reduced until it reaches 
that standard on the 30th June, 18412. One-tenth 
of this excess above twenty per cent. was to be de- 
dacted after the 3lst December, 1833; two-tenths 
afer the 3lst December, 1835; three-tenths after 
the 3lst December, 1837; four-tenths after the 21st 
December, 1839; seven-tenths after the 3ist De- 
cember, 1841; ard after the 30:h June, 1842, the 
duties were to sink to twenty per cent. The ope- 
ration of this act can be best illustrated by present- 
ing an example. Let us take the article of woollen 
goods. Under pre-existing laws, the duty upon wool- 
lens was generally fifty perct. Thisduty was to be 
gradually reduced to twen'y per cent. under the 
provisions of the compromise. Tre excess then to 
be deducted was thirty percent. One-tenth of this 
excess, or three per cent. was taken off after the 
3lst December, 1833, which reduced the duty to 
forty-seven per cent.; another three per cent. was 
taken off afier the 3lst December, 1835, which re- 
duced the duty to forty-four per cent ; a third three 
per cent. was taken off after the 31st December, 
1837, which reduced the duty to forty-one per cent, 


| for the present. 
to have the whole subject readjusted at this session, 


| postponed tiil the next. 
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Thus it will be perceived that the actual duty col. 
lected on foreign woollens during the period of the 
vast importations ef 1839, was furiy-one dollars for 
every hundred dollars of their valuation. And yet 
the woollen interest has been represented, by the 
Senator from Massachusetts, (Mr. Wester } not 
now in his place, as one of the most suffering and 
depressed interests of the country. We must seek 
the sources of this saffering and depression jn 
causes different from the compromise law. The 
present duty upon woollen gocds is thirty-eight 
dollars for each hundred dollars of their valuation: 
and will thus continue until the 31st December, 
1841. 

Mr. B. said he would make no comments upon 
these facts at present. His sole object now was to 
piace the amount of the reduc'ion of duties which 
had hitherto been ma’e under the compromise act, 
clearly before his constituents and the country. 

Mr. CALHOUN said, that he rose to make 
a few remarks, not in answer to the Senator, but 
in reference to the subject of his remarks. He 
had no doubt that silk was an article that ought 
to bear its due share of the duties; but he was ut- 
terly unwilling that it should be selected as a 
peculiar object of burden. It was, indeed, an ar- 
ticle of laxury; but it was one in which the staple 
States had a deep interest. Silks and wine consti- 
tute the great articles of our exchanges with France 
for our cotton, rice, asd tobacco. If they should 
be burdened with heavy daties, their impo:tation 
would be proportionably diminished, and, with that 
diminution, there would be a corresponding falling 
off in the exports of our staple articles to France, 


country producing them. France was a country of 
great and growing consumption; and the intercourse 
with it ought to be favored, as far as the wants of 
the Treasury would permit. It was not his wish 
to secure any particular preference in favor of 
silk, nor was he willing to meke it the subject of un- 
equal burden. It would seem to be the views of some, 
that luxuries onght to be subject to high dutie:, 
because they were luxuries’and necessaries—be- 
cause they required protection against foreign 
competition; and thus between them, we are in 
danger of the return of the s)stem of high duties, 
with all i's disasterous consequences. Gentlemen 
ought to be compelled to take cho ce, or abanden 
their ground. Fr his part, if left to his choice, 
his favorite system would be,to lay the daties on 
luxuries, to the exclusion of necessaries; but he 
well knew that in this he would have to ercoun- 
ter a powerful interest, too powerful probably to be 
overcome; but he must insist that he should not be 
oppesed from the same quarter, with this double 
and contradictory course of argument. 

He hoped that this, and all other questions con- 
nected with the tariff, would be permitted to rest 
He was both willing and anxious 


but it seemed to be determines that it should be 
He had acquiesced; but 
was unwilling that gentlemen should take up fa- 
vorite articles in advance, either to impose or re- 
peal duties. It did not seem to him fair, and 
might embarrass the general a‘justment at the 
coming session. 

The memorial was then referred to the Commit- 
tee on Finance. 

Mr. HUBBARD, from the Committee on Claims, 
to which had been referred ihe petition of Langtree 
and Jenkins, reported a bill for their retief; which 
was read, and ordered to a second reading, and the 
report ordered to be printed. 

Mr. H. also, from the same comm ttee, to which 
was referred the petition of John Bruce, made an 
adverse report thereon; wh'ch was ordered to be 
printed. 

Mr. NORVELL, from the Committee on the 
Public Lands, to which had been referred the bill 
granting to the State of Michigan a quantity of 
land, to aid in the constraction of a canal around 
the Falls of St. Mary, reported the same, with an 
amendment. ' 

The resolution submitted some days since by 
Mr. Wnire being taken up, he offered the follow- 
ing as a substitute, which lays over: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be 
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directed to lay before the Senate a statement of the 
names of banks in which spec al deposites in specie 
were made to the credit of the Treasurer of the 

Jnited States, in anticipation of receiving therefor 
Treasury notes issued under the acts of 1837, 1838, 
and 1839; and a monthly statement of the amount 
of Treasury notes delivered on account of having 
received certificates of such special deposites, spe- 
cifying the date and amount of the first of such 
Treasury notes so delivered, with the rates of inte- 
rest of such Treasury notes, and the names of the 
persons or banks to whom the same were 
delivered. Also, a statement of the amount 
remaiaing in each of such banks to the said 
Treasurer at the date of the first of such certi- 
ficates issued by such bank. And also, a monthly 
statement of the amount of all other deposites to 
the credit of said Treasurer, in such banks for 
each month, during the period between the date of 
such first certificate and the date of the payment 
of such Treasury notes. Also, a monthly statement 
of the aggregate amount ofdrafis drawn against 
such special or other deposites in each month dur- 
ing such period: stating the transactions with each 
bank ina separate account. And, also copies of 
all correspondence between the Department and 
such banks, and any person or persons, preceding 
and accompanying the making such special depo- 
sites, a8 first above named, and relating thereto, or 
the delivery of sach Treasary notes. 

Mr. BENTON submitted the followirg resolu- 
tion, which was considered and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury re 
port to the Senate the eggregate amount of all ex- 
penditures or payments of every kind from the 
Treasury in each year, from 1824 to 1839 inclu- 
sive, in One column; and in another column, for 
each year, the aggregate amount, independent of 
the paymen's on account of the public debt, whether 
funded or unfunded; and in a third column the ag- 
gregate amount for permanent and ordinary pur- 
poses, excluding payments on account of ob- 
jects either extraordinary or temporary—such 
as the public debt, trust funds and indem- 
nities, claims of Sates for war delts or 3 
per cents. on lands sold, ccecas onal done- 
‘ions in money to objects in the District of Co!um- 
bia or otherwise, survey of the coast, taking the cen- 
sus, duties refunded, the exploring expedition, and 
materials collected for the gradual improvement of 
the navy, durable public buildings of all kinds, 
bridges and fortifications, all roads, canals, break- 
waters and improvements in rivers and harbors, 
arming militia and forts, all pensions except those 
to invalits, and the purchases of title to lands from 
Indians, the removal! of Indians and the wars, with 
such other payments as may have been made in 
those years for property lost or injaries commi'ted 
during any hostilities. 

_Mr. NORVELL submitted the following resolu- 
tion, which was censidered and agreed to: 

_ Resolved, That the Committee on C mmerce be 
iustructed to inquire into the expediency of so 
modifying the Jaws regulating the drawback ct 
duty upon foreign merchandise imported i: to the 
United States, that such goods, transported from 
the Atlantic ports within and through the States, 
and re-exported from any port in the United States, 
situate upon the Upper St. Lawrence and the lakes, 
'0 any port or p'ace in the British poss:ssions, up- 
on those waters, shall be entitled to the same privi- 
leges of drawback as similar merchandise re-ex- 
ported from an Atlantic port to a foreign country. 

Mr. WHITE submitted the following resvlution: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War te directed 
{o report whether it is practicable to construct, ata 
small expense, temporary piers for the s¢commo- 
dation and security of trade and commerce at the 
towns of Racine end Southport, on the western 
shore of Lake Mich‘gan; and, if so, that he submit 
a plan of said wor‘s, and the probable cost thereof. 

BILLS PASSED. 

The bill for altering the terms of holding the 
terms of the Federal courts in the Western dis- 
trict of Pennsylvania at Williamspori, was read 
a third time, and passed. 

_ The bill providing for the reduction and gradua- 
lion of the price of the public lands, was read a 
third time, and passed by the following vote: 
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YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Anderson, Benton, Bu- 
chanan, Clay of Alabama, Cuthbert, Fulton, Grun- 
dy, Henderson, Hubbard, King, Linn, Lumpkin, 
Mouton, Nicholas, Norvell, Pierce, Porter, Robin- 
son, Sevier, Smith of Indiana, Sturgeon, Tap- 
pan, Walker, White, Williams, Wright, and 
Young—238. 

NAY3S—Messrs. Brown, Calhoun, Clayton,Crit- 
tenden, Dixon, Knight, Merrick, and Preston—8. 
ORDERS CF THE DAY. 

The following bills were taken up, considered as 
in Committee of the Whole, and ordered to be en- 
grossed for a third reading: 

Bill for the relief of Joseph Bassett. 

Bill for the relief of John S. Billings. 

Bill for the relief of Henry Wilson. 

Bill for the relief of John Compton, assignee and 
representative of Garrigues Flaujac. 

Biil for the relief of George de Passau, of Louisi- 
ana. 

Bill for the relief of N. G. Hamilton. 

Pill for the relief of Samuel Lord. 

Bill for the relief of Tyler Spafford. 

Bill for the relief of Casver W. Wever. 

Bill for the relief of Mary Neal, widow of Sa- 
muel Neal, deceased. 

Bill for the relief of Jacob Pennell and others, 
owners of the Eliza, of Brunswick. 

Bill for the relief of Francis A. Harrison. 

Bill for the reliefof Jean Baptiste Comeau. 

Bill for the relief of the legal representative cr 
repre entatives of Pierre Bonhomme. 

Biil for the relief of the legal representatives of 
John Scott. 

Bi'l granting a pre-emption right to Enoch 
Evans. 

Bill confirming the claim of the heirs of Joseph 
Thompson, deceased, to a tract of land in Mis- 
souri. 

Billfor the relief of Thomas P. Copes. 

Bill for the relief of Samuel Mackay. 

Bill fer the relief of the legal representatives of 
Aaron Vail, deceased, late consal at L’Orient. 

Bill for the relief of Alfred P. King. 

Bill forthe relief of Henry Lucas. 

Bill granting a pens'onto Pamela Allen, widow 
of Samuel A'len, a soldier of the Revolution. 

Billfor the relief of the legal representatives of 
George Duval, and others. 

Bill for the relief of Jubal B. Hancock. 

Bill for the relief of Charles McKiozie. 

Bill for the relief of James H. Relfe. 

3 Bill for the relief of ‘Thomas and Ralph Has- 
ins. 

Bill for the relief of Francis Laventure, Ebene- 
zer Childs, and Linus Thompson. 

The further ccnsideration of the following bills 
was indefinitely postponed: 

Bill for the relief of James Tongue, and the ad- 
ministrator of William Hodson. 

Bill for the relief of Zachariah and Robert W. 
Williams. 

The following bills from the House were consi- 
dered as in Committee of the Whole, and ordered 
to a third reading: 

An act for the relief of Richard Booker and 
others. 

An act for the relief of Thomas W. Taylor. 

An act for the relief of Gamaliel E. Smith. 

An act for the relief ef John T. Addoms, execu- 
tor of John Addoms. 

An act for the relief of Me'gs D. Benjamin and 
others. 

An act for the re’ief of William Wickham. 

An act for the relief of George Willis. 


An act for the relief of Robert Milnor and John 
Thompson. 


An act for the relief of Nathan Levy. 

An act to author:ze James Alexander to relin- 
quish a tract of land, ani to locate other Jand in 
lieu thereof. 


An act for the relief cf James Brewer, of Ohio. 

An ect for the relief of James L. Cochran. 

An act for the relief of the heirs and legal re- 
presentatives of John Grimball, senior. 

The following bills from the House were con- 
sidered as in Committee of the Whole, and their 
further consideration indefinitely postponed; 
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An act for the relief of Lewis H. PB utes and Wil- 
liam Lacon. 

An act for the relief of James W. O.borne. 

An act for the relief of Samvel D. Walker, of 
Baltimore. 

An act for the relief of Josias Thompson, Super- 
intendent of the Cumberland road between Brownrs- 
ville and Wheeling. 

An act for the relief of Benjamin C. Roberts. 

An act for the relief of Garret Vleit. 

An act for the relief of James Cox. 

An act for the relief of William Bailey, survivor 
of Bailey and Delord. 

An act for the relief of the owners ef ihe schooner 
Three Brothers. 

An act to amend the act entitled “An act for the 
relief of Chauncey Calhoun,’ passed March 3, 
1839, 

An act for the relief of Zachariah Jellison 

An act for the relief of John Howe. 

An act for the relief of Nicholas Hedges. 

And then, having disposed of the private bills on 
their calendar, 

The Senate adjourned til! Monday next. 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Fripay, April 24, [S40 
The SPEAKER announced that the first business in order 
was the resolution reported by the chairman o! tbe Commitiee 
off the Public Buildings, (Mr. Lixconn, in relation to procur 
ing a chandelier for the Halls of the House 


Mr. PETRIKIN said the chairman of the committee was ab 
sent, and, if there was any opposition, he would aek the House 
ta postpone the consideration of the resolution until his retu 
He was not aware that any objection would be made toi. He 
considered it as a matier of economy te procure a chandelier, 
and also asimportantin regard to the heaith of members, the 
smoke and carbon génerated by candies having a deleterious 
effect. Mr. P. would not wish the motion to postpone to be 
put, unless objection should be made to the consideration of the 


resolution at this time. 

Mr. W. C. JOHNSON said, as one who had long been in the 
House, he would not object, and should vote for the chandelier 
to be suspended in the Hall. 

Mr PETRIKIN would state one thing for the information of 
the House. The chairman, ifhe were present, could prove that 


a chandelier would be muchcheaper than candies. The com 
mittee were unanimous in their report as to the fact stared 

Mr. W.C. JOHNSON would state one fact which came un 
der hisobservation when he wason the Coniunittee of Accounts. 
Whenever candles were lighted, and but partly burnt, they 


were not again used; anda loss was occasioned thereby almost 
equal to the expense ofa chandelier. 

The question was then taken; and the resolution was adopted 

The SPEAKER then called upon the several commitiees for 
reports; when 

r. RUSSELL, from the Committee of Claims, made unfa 
vorable reports on the cases of Matthew J. Keith, James W 
Anderson, and Joseph P. and Joseph W. Johnson; which re 
ports were orderei to lie on the table. 

Nr. R. from the same committee, reported back to the House, 
without amendment, bill from the Senate entitled “An act for 
the relief of George W. Paschal.” 

Also reported back to the House, without amendment, Senate 
bill entitled “An act for the relief of Charles M. Keller and 
Henry Stone, and Senate bill entitled “An act for the relief o1 
E. W. and H. Smith; which were severally commited to the 
Co nmittee of the Whole on the state of the Union. 

Mr. MALLORY, from the same committee, made an unfe 
vorable reporton the case of Britton Evans; which was ordered 
to lie on the table. 

Mr. BANKS, from the same committee, made an unfavora- 
ble report on the case of William Jennings, executor of John &. 
Weatwood; which wasordered to he onthe table 

Mr. CORWIN, from the Committee on the Public Lands, 
reported a bill to exteud certain land districts; which was read 
twice, and committed. 

On motion of Mr. CORWIN, 

Ordered, That the Committee on the public lands be dis- 
charged frora the further consideration of the following cases, 
viz: The petitions of Hugh Riddle, of Alexander Grant; of ctti 
zens of Green county, Ohio, respecting school lands; of Henry 
Brandenburg; of William Davis, Charics H. Smith, Benjamin 
Pegg, Thomas Richmond, Brice Wilson, and the petition of the 
president and directors of the Portsmouth and Columbus turn- 
pike company of Ohio. and of the State of Ohio, in behalf of 
said company: severally ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. REYNOLDS, from the same committee, reported a bill 
to amend an act entitled “An act to grant a quantity of land to 
the Territory of Wiskonsin for the purpose of aiding in opening 
a canal to connect the waters of Lake Michigan with those of 
Rock river,”? which bill was read twice. 

Mr. JACOB THOMPSON, from the same committee, report- 
ed back to the House, with an amendment, Senate bill enti 
tled “An actto relinquish to the Sate of ee the twe 

er cent. fund accruing by the act ofthe admissicn of e#aid State 
into the Union;” which was committed. 

Mr. T. from the same committee, reported a bill emendatory 
to the act entitled “An act to carry into effect in the Siates of 
Alabama and Mississippi, the existing compacts with those 
States in regard to the five per cent. fund and the school reser- 
vations,” and for other purposes; which was read twice, and 
committed. 

Mr. T. from the game committee, reported a bill to confirm 
certain purchasers of the public lands under the act of the 1%h 
June, 1834; which was read twice, and commited. i 

Mr. HUBBARD, from the same committee, reper ed back to 
the House, with an amendment, Fenate bil! entitied An act 
authorizing the President of the United States to cause the re- 
served lead mines belonging to the United Heates, in the several 
States and Territories, 19 be sold as other public lancs;’ and 
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Also reported back to the House, without amendment, Se- 
nate bill, entiied “An act for the relief of William Jones;” 
which bills were appropriately eomuited. 

Mr. H. fromthe same committee, reported! a bill for the re- 
lief of William Leblanc; which was read twice, and com- 
mitted. 

Mr. REYNOLDS, from the same Committee, reported back 
to the House, with an amendmen’, Senate bill, entitied “An act 
for creating anew land district in the State of Missouri, and 
and for changing the boundaries of the Bouthwestern and 
Western land districts in said States,’ the amendment was con- 
curred in, and the bill was commiued. 

On motion of Mr. R. 

Ordergd, That the Committees on the Public Lands be dis- 
charged from the further consideration of the petition of inha- 

uta rte of Jefferson and Clark counties, in Indiana, and that it 
do lie on he table. 

Mr. CRARY, from the same committee, reported a bill for 
the erection of an ad litional jand office m the State of Michi 
gio; which was read twice, and commited. 

Mr. McKAY, from the Commitee on the Post Office and 
Post Roada, to which was referred the petitions of certain citi- 
zens of Licking county, Ohio, praying for an increase of com- 
pensation to the postmaster at Jacksontown, made an adverse 
wpe thereon; which was read, and ordered to lie on the 
table. 

Mr. MARVIN, from the same committee, to which was re- 
ferred the petition of Samuel N. Burnett, made an adverse re- 
port thereon; which was read, and ordered to lie on the table. 

Me. CRANSTON, from the Committee for the District of Co- 
lumbia, reported a bill to incorporate Washington’s Manual 
Laber School and Male Orphan Asylum Society of the city of 
Washington and District of Columbia; 

Also, a bill granting an appropriation to the Friendship Fire 
Company of Alexandria; 
which were read twice, and cormitted 

Mr. CRAHAM, from the same committee, reported a bill to 
amend an act entitied, “An act to limit the right of appeal from 
the Circuit Court of the United States, in the District of Colum- 
bia;”’ and 

A bill to amend the sixth section of che act of Maryland, 
passed 19th December, 1791, and in force in the county of Wash- 
ington, in the District of Columbia; 
which were read twice, and committed, 

Oo motion of Mr. GRAHAM, the Committee for the District 
of Columbia was d'scharged from the further consideration of 
the memorial of the Marine Fire Insurance Company of Alex 
andrit, and it was committed to the Committee of the Whole on 
the etate of the Union 

Mr. © H. WILLIAMA, from the same committee, reported a 
bill making an appropriation for the Vigilance Fire Company 
of Georgetown, in the District of Columbia; and : 

A bill for the relief of the widow and heirs atlaw of the late 
lewis Grant Davidson, deceased; which were read twice, and 
committed 

Mr. W.C. JOIINSON, from the same committee, reported 
the following resolution: 

Resolved, Toat Wednesday and Thursday, the 20th and 2Ist 
days of May, be set apart for for hills and business of the Dis- 
trict of Columbia, to be the special order, and have precedence 
of all other business. 

Ovjection being made, 

Mr. JOILNSON called forthe yeasand nays, but afterwards 
withdrew his mution. The resolution, therefore, lies over un- 
der the rule. 

Mr. DAWSON, from the Committee of Claims, to what was 
recommitied the bill for the relief of General Duncan L. 
Cinch, reported an amendatory bill; which was committed to 
the Committee of the Whole House, to which is committed the 
bill forthe relief of Nathaniel Goddard, and others. 

Mr. CRARY, from the Committee on the Judiciary, reported 
back to the House, without amendment, Senate bill en- 
entitled “An act toamend an actentitied ‘an act more effectu- 
aily to provide for the punishment of certain crimes against the 
United States, and for other purposes;’” which was com- 
mitted. 

Mr. ©. from the same committee, made an unfavorable re- 
port on the memorial of Charles W. Cuttle; which was ordered 
to ite on the table. 

On motion of Mr. CRARY, the Committee on the Judiciary 
was discharged from the petition of Daniel J. Taylor; also, 
from the memorial of N. J. Benton, district attorney for the 
Northern district of New York; which petition and memorial 
were laid on the table. 

Mr. MASON, from the same committee, reported a bill to 
augment the salaries of district judges in the districts of Ohio, 
Indiana, and Ilinois; which waa read twice, and committed. 

On motion of Mr. MASON, the Committee on the Judiciary 
was discharged from the further consideration of the petition of 
citizens of Florida for an exemption from taxation during the 
continurnce of the present Indian war in that Territory; also, 
from the consideration of the memorial of citizens of the State 
of Ohio, in favor of holding a term of the United States Circuit 
Courtin Cincinnati; also, from the consideration of the erder of 
the 10th February, directing the committee to report a bill pro- 
viding for the punishment of public defaulters; which petition, 
memorial, and order, were laid on the table. 

Mr. M. from the same committee, reported the following re- 
solutien, which was read, and agreed to: 

Resoleed, Thatthe Committee on the Public Lands be in- 
structed to inquire into the grounds of the claim of Davis 
Deardorff, of the State of Ohio, to the west half of the south- 
west quarter of section ten, township seven south, of range 
eight, of public lands, lying in the Lima land office district, 
and ascertain whether he purchased, and is entitled, either in 
law or equity, to the same; and, if he did not purchase it, 
whether he was prevented by the misconduct of the officers of 
the land office at Lina, or either of them, and that the com. 
ruitiee report all the facts and circumstances attending the sale, 
as well of that tract as of the southeast quarter of the same 
section; and whether the purchasers, or either of them, have 
taken possession of the land s0 purchased, and made improve- 
ment thereon. 

Mr. STORRS, from the same committee, reported a bill in 
approval and confirmation of an act of the Territorial Legis- 
lature of the Terrritory of iowa, entitled “An act to incorpo- 
rate the Burlington and Desmoines Tiansportation Company,” 
accompanied by @ report; which bill was read twice, and com- 


mitted. - 

Mr. BARNARD, from the same committee, reported a bill 
to al pabli¢ executions; which bill was read twice, and 
Femiuittes. 
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On motion of Mr. BARNARD, the Committee on Revolu 
tionary Pensions was discharged from the further consideration 
of the communication of F. J. Betts, clerk of the district court of 
New York, in relation to filing transcripts of ju \gmentsin the 
Supreme Court of that State, anid the communication laid on 
the table. 

Mr. HALL, from the Committee on Revolutionary Claims, 
which was instructed on the 5th of March last, to make certain 
inquiries in relation to the aliowance of clams on the United 
States for Revolutionary services in the Virginia continental 
line and navy, and whether furiher provisions be necessary in 
regard to the mode of adjusting said claims, made a report in 
part; which was ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. TALIAFERRO, from the minority of the Committee on 
Revolutionary Ciaims, made a report, containing the v.ews of 
the minority of the said committee on the subject-matter of 
the inquiry above referred to; which was also ordered to lie on 
the table. 

Mr. T. trom the same committce, made an un‘avorable re- 
port on the petition of John Jackson, of England; which was 
read, and laid on the table 

Mr. T also, from the same committee, reported a bill for the 
relief of E Pearce and Mary M. Telfair; which was read twice, 
and committed. 

Mr. CRAIG, from the same committee, to which was re- 
ferred the petitions of Robert P. Waller, executor of Thomas 
Griffin, deceased, the petition of the heirs of Captain S:ephen 
Merritt, and the petition of Thomas Stratren, made unfavora- 
ble reports thereon; which were read, and severally laid on the 
table. 

On motion of Mr. CRATG, the Committee on Revolutionary 
Claims was discharged from the further consideration of the 
petitions of Stephen and Richard Livingston, and Sarah Howe, 
and the petitions were laid on the table. 

Mr. ELY, from the same committee, reported a bill for the re- 
lief of the heirs of Maj. John Campbell, deceased; which was 
real twice, and committed. 

Mr. HIALL, from the same committee, to which was referred 
the petitions of William MeMillan, the heirs of Col. Uriah 
Forrest, the heirsof William Nelson, and the heirs of Colonel 
Burg-ss Ball, made unfavorable reports thereon; which were 
severally laid on the tab'e. 

Mr. JONES of Virginia, from the Committee of Ways ond 
Means, reported a bill authorizing the employment of addi- 
tional clerks, and increase of compensation to messengers in 
certain Departments; which was read, and committed. 

On motion of Mr. J. W. JONES, 

Ordered, Thatthe Committee of Ways and Means be dis- 
charged from the further consieration of the following memo- 
rials, Viz: 

From the inhabitants of Stark county, Ovio, for a reduction 
of the salary of the President of tie United Siates; from inhabi- 
tants of Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, and Bridgeport, Connecti- 
cut, coach lace makers; from citizens of Apalachicola,in Flo- 
rida, for an appropriation for deepening the port at that city; 
from the Legislature of Lowa, for a survey of lan’s; and. from 
R ‘bert Heysham, of Philadelphia; and that they be severally 
laid on the table. 

Mr. GRINNELL presented a memorial of pilots and others 
of New York, praying for a repeal of alaw regulating pilots, 
passed on the 3. of March, 1837; which memorial was referred 
to the Committee on Commerce. 

On motion of Mr. BELL, 

Ordered, That the Coumittee on Indian Affairs be discharged 
from the further consideration of the petitions of Milledge Gal- 
pin and Col. George Fisher, and that they be referred to the 
Committee of Ciaims. 

Tie House then resolved into Committee of the Whole 
(Mr Cassy in the chair,) and took up the civil and diplo- 
matic bill. . 

Mr. ATHERTON resumed his remarks of yesterday, in the 
course of which he alluded to the ground taken by the Opposi- 
tion in relation to office holders. He said, from the remarks of 
some gentlemen of that party, it was evident that they con- 
sidered office holders as a distinct body, entirely separated from 
the people. Now be was surprised to hear such a position as- 
sumed in relation to office holders, who were indirectly ap- 
pointed by the people themselves. Did not the people elect 
the President, to whom belonged the power of appointing to of- 
fice, and in that way were not the office holders appointed by 
the people, through their President? For his part, he could not 
believe it was a disgrace to any man when he accepted an of- 
fice from a President chosen by the people, and in whom they 
confided that trust. So instead of the office holders being a 
body distinct from the people, they were appointed and held 
their office through the people. The individuals who held offi- 
cial stations under Government, did not, thereby, as was main- 
tained by some, lose the rights they had before their appoint- 
ment. On the contrary, they still were a part of the people, 
and it was an insult to the people for gentlemen to contend that 
such was not the case. 


Mr. A. then alluded to the bill introduced by Mr. BEL, pro- 
viding for the freedom of elections, and which provided that 
office holders should not interfere in elections in any way what- 
ever, under very severe penalties. Here, then, said Mr. A. isa 
bill, which declares that those holding office directly from the 
people of this country, are nota part of the people. Mr. A. 
went on to comment on the extreme injustice of such a bill, and 
the blow it aimed at the rights of a portion of the people. He 
showed that under the operation of that measure, a man holding 
the smallest office under Government could not write or express 
his opinion on any election before the people, without being sub- 
jected to severe penalties. Heasked how such a system would 
work, when, fer instance, there might a contest arise between 
the people and a powerful moneyed corporation? It would be 
very competent and proper for the numerous clerks of such a 
moneyed institution to vote and exercise all the influence they 
might possess. But at the very same time, the numerous body 
of clerks and other office hulders throughou' the country, in 
theemploy of Government, could not even open their mouths, 
much less to vote, insuchacontest. Noon wouldattempttode- 
prive the numerous officers of a great moneyed institution from 
voting or taking anypart in politics they chose. But the office hold- 
ersappointed by the people, through their President, must be dis- 

raced, disfranchised, and deprived of the inestimable rights of 
reemen. Yes, gentlemen of the Opposition would make it ap- 
pear that itwas a deep d for a man to receive office from 
a President chosen by the people. According to their doctrine, 
the moment a man accepted office, that moment he lest the 
rights of a citizen, that moment he was disqualified, and the 
broad mark of disgrace branded upon his forehead. 








A man might speak with the eloquence of a Cicero, or with 
the force of a Demesthenes,; he might write with a pen that 
would carry conviction to every mind. But notwithstanding 
allthis, his hand must be motioniess, or his tongue silent, for 
the great crime of accepting an office under a Democratic 
Republican Government, an office conferred upon him bya 
President chosen by the People. 

Mr. A. after some futher illustration, showin g the evil ten. 
dency of the bill, read an extract from an address delivered by 
Bancroft of Boston, onthe principles ef Democracy. He said 
the gentleman in question was one of those office holders, which 
the bill sought to disqualify from speaking or writing; he wag 
a gentleman of great literary fame, whose history of this coun. 
ury alone would immortalize him, and who had the “audacity” 
to deliver a poliiical address at Hartford. He supposed the 
gentleman from Tennessee would contend thet this office 
holder, in so doing, was going out of the ordinary walks of life; 
but he(Mr. A) thought otherwise. In his opinion, so long as an 
officer cid not neglect his duty, it was not golg out of the 
ordinary walks of life to exercise kis talents for the good of his 
country. 

Mr A. thenread along extract from the address alluded to, 
after which he asked whether gentlemen would wish to dis. 
qualify a man capable of such a composition. 

Mr. A. then adverted to a variety of other subjects, and in the 
course of his remarks, said he conceived the great question 
between parties to be the question of responsible, and irrespon. 
sible power. He commented at sume length ona speech de- 
livered by Mi. Bet, in which the latter had contended that to 
the office holders might be traced the origin of all the evils 
which afflicted the people, and in which he had alluded to the 
people as mere machines. Mr. A. thought that if the gentle. 
man had such an opinion of the mass ofthe people, the wonder 
was, not that he had attempted to deprive those chosen by the 
people of the right to speak, but that he did not go further, and 
deprive the people themselves of that right. He then alluded 
te the charges brought agaist the late President Jackson, and 
the present Executive, as holding the doctrine of i esponsibili- 
ty to the people. He would ask, if the President were not re- 
sponsible to the people, of what use was it for the people to 
exercise their power ofelection? If an officer elected by the 
people was not resjonsible to that people, we might justas well 
have a monarch or a President for life. 

Mr. A. in the course of his speech, alluded to the refusal of 
General Harrison and his committee to permit his sentiments to 
be known. He then proceeded to show that it would be impos- 
sible fora President to be held responsible to the people, uuless 
his sentiments were known. Not» ithsianding all that had been 
said of the abstemious quatifications of General Harrison—of 
his living on hard cider, &c.—he (Mr. A) was sure the 
people would not be deceived by such hurras. The people 
were more intelligent than to fallinto such a trap. They would 
net pay homage to a veiled candidate, lest, when the veil came 
to be removed, they should discover they had been worshipping 
a monster. 

Mr. A. alluded to the speech of Mr. Cusuino, on a former oc- 
casion, when that gentleman said that “he thought, through the 
present gloom, he saw the Aurora of a brighter day,” and in 
which he had alluded to the wished for triumph of his party in 
the New England States, as “the star of the East.”’” Mr. A. re- 
minded the gentleman that, on that occasion, he had also made 
some predictions in relation to that “star of the East,’’ and had 
prophesied that, when the true issue should be made, that star 
would prove an ignis faiuus He had told the gentleman that 
it was a delusive hope, and that the Democracy of the Nor:h 
would, when the proper moment should arrive, rise as one man 

He theught that recent events should have taoght the Wiig 
party a little useful experience, but he was 7 to say that 
they had received no benefii; nor had they availed themselves 
of the salutary lessons those .vents were calculated to teach. 
They reminded him of what Napoleon said of the Bourbons: 
“that, amidst all their vicissitudes, they had learnt nothing, and 
had forgotten nothing.” So it was with the Opposition. Recent 
events had taught them nothing, and,with a strange infatuation, 
they were taising a fabric, whose dome they imagined would 
reach to heaven. But, amidst all this delusion, the people 
were looking quietly on, awaiting, in calm confidence, unti 
their hour for exertion should arrive. And he would tell the 
gentleman that, when that hour did arrive, the people would 
arise and gloriously vindicate their rights. They would write 
in CAPITALS OF FIRE the noble truth, that man is capable of self. 
government. Yes, they would rise in their might, and, in amo- 
ment, scatter to the winds an unholy, a disjointed, and coriupt 
Confederacy 


Mr. MASON went in‘o an examination of the course of de- 
bate by the friends of the Administration. He said he saw in 
that course a concerted plan on their part to revive old party 
distinctions, and to identify the opponents of the present Admi- 
nistration with the old Federal party. He considered it highly 
unpatriotic and illiberal. He endeavored to prove that that 
party lost its political organization at the conclusion of the war; 
that the parties as they were at that time organized, resolved 
themselves into their original elements. He then read the letter 
of General Jackson to President Monroe, in which he recom- 
mended that his appointments should be made without distinc: 
tion of party. Me commented upon that letter, and commended 
it as highly patriotic. The policy of confining Executive ap- 
pointmenis to a particular party, robbed the country of the ser- 
vices of valuable men. General Jackson had invited that party 
to his support; and after his election to the Presidency, took care 
of them, by liberally bestowing offices upon them. His prin- 
cipal advisers at one time were of that party; but the party 
now, with the Globe attheir head, were tlouting and denouncing 
the Whigs as Federalists. They now repudiated this doctrine 
and condemned this practice of President Jackson. His gre:t 
objection to the Administration party was, that they preached 
Democracy and denied the practice. They shouted the hero ol 
Orleans, and denounced his precepts. He adverted to the Sub- 
Treasury, and denounced it, contending that it would operare 
injuriously te the interests of the country; he sai tha 
although it was not passed into a law, that it had 
been in practical operation for three years. 


Hecomplained of and censured the course of Mr. Bancroft, 
the officer at the custome at Boston, who it seemed had spoken 
to influence the elections at Massachueetts; and had aleo writ- 
ten a certain treatise on Democratic principles, which had been 
commended by the gentleman from New Hampshire, [Mr. 
ATHERTON.) Mr. M. was understood to condemn it as an un- 
warrantable interference of an office holder to influence the 
elections. He spoke generally of such influence, and of the 
biJjof the gentleman from Tennessee [Mr. BELL) to prevent tha 
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interference. He — if the jus:ification in the argument of 
of the gentleman ‘rom New Hampshire (Mr. Atazrton) should 
obtain, and becomea seitled principle, that the passage ofsuch 

a bill would become necessary. In speaking of the responsibility 
of the President, he said that officer was not responsible to the 
people; but was amenable to the House as the grand inquest 
ofthe nation. The only power which the people had was to 
refuse tore-elect. He wentinto"an argument to show that the 
Federal office holders should not interfere in the elections; be- 
cause they were not responsible tothe people, but to the 
source from which they derived their appointment. He then 
spoke of the banking system, and the favorable condition of the 
exchanges under the Bank of the United States. 

Mr. MORGAN obtained the floor, and spoke at some Jength, 
for the purpose of identifying the old Federal party of New 
York with the present Administration, aud contended that Gen. 
Jackson had made some of his most prominent appointments 
from that party. He was understood to say that such was the 
Federalism of the party, at the head of which Martin Van Bu- 
ren stood in 1820, that a large numberof the most ultra anti-war 
and Federal party came out with a manifesto and joined with 
Mr. Van Buren. He believed they were then called the forty 
thieves, among which was William Price, who lately left this 
country a defaulter, and who was still an adherent of the pre- 
sent Administration. 

Mr. JONES of New York rose and asked his colleague if he 
was quile Certain that William Price was one of the Federal 
highminded men thatcame over to the Republican party in 
1820, remarking thathe held in his haad the ancient manifesto 
published in that year, but he was unable to_ find in the list of 
the signers the name of William Price, and added, that he knew 
of but one out of the forty Federal gentlemen who is now a 
friend of this Administration. 

Mr. MORGAN resumed, and made some remarks on various 
other topics, particularly the expenses of Government, and the 
principles of Mr. Van Buren as compared with Gen. Harrison. 

Mr. RARIDEN replied to the arguments on the several topics 
which had been indulged in, in the discussion on this bill. He 
went into an examination of the causes of the defeat of the Cum- 
berland road bill, and endeavored to prove that the responsibility 
of the defeat reste with the Administration. He said thatifit 
had been an Administration measure, it would have passed; 
from which he inferred that the Executive was opposed to the 
road. Mr. R. examined the claims of General Harrison to the 
Presidency, and was understvod to argue that he was possessed 
of such principles as would bring into the Treasury of the na- 
tion means adequate to construct objects of internal improve- 
ment, particularly the Cumberland road. 

Mr. CLIFFORD obtained the floor. He did not know the 
intention of the committee in relation to the action on the bill; 
butit was his wish to make someremarks uponit. It was 
past ten o’clock; and— 

Mr. CALHOUN of Massachusetts hoped the gentleman 
would give oy for a motion for the committee to rise; and 
Mr. Currrorp having yielded, Mr. CaLnoun made that motion. 

Mr. PROFFIT objected. He wished to speak, and was 
willing to proceed, late as the hour was. 

Tellers being demanded on the motion, Mes:rs. RAMSEY and 
GIpDINGS Were appointed such, who reported, ayes 27, noes 
71: no quorum voting. 

The committee rose, and its chairman reported that fact to 
the House; and, 

After some remarks from Mr. EVANS, going to show that it 
would be impossible to get the bili out of committee that night, 
he moved that the House adjourn. ; 

Mr. JONES of Virginia demanded the yeas and nays; which 
were ordered, and were, yeas 43, nays 88. So tbe House re- 
fused to adjourn. 

The House then resolved itselfinto Committee of the Whole, 
(Mr. Casey in the chair,) and resumed the consideration of the 
civil and diplomatic appropriation bill. 

Mr. CLIFFORD then took the floor, and spoke at great length. 
Iu the course of his remarks, he read a number of extracts 
from various papers, to prove that whatever might have been 
the change of name, or course of action, the principles of the 
tw > great parties remain the same. 

Mr. C, then went on at some length to define the principles 
re the Democtatic party, and those by which the 
old Federal and present Whig party were influenced. 

_ He adverted to the tariff question, the public lands, a Na- 
tional Bank, and other important subjects over which the line 
of demarcation was drawn between the two parties. He then 
went on to show what were the views of General Harrison on 
these subjects, and that in case of his election, 1t must be ex- 
pected that he would favor a high tariff, a National Bank, and 
the appropriation of the public money for internal improve- 
ments. Nothing else could be expected from his past course, 
which was the only, and perhaps the best, criterion for judg- 
ing. But if the friends of Harrison thought otherwise, why 
did they not come at once to the issue, and give a dire2t answer 
to the questions? If the hero himegelf was not permitted to 
speak, why did not his friends speak for him? But experience 
had proved that such was a vain expectation, for when they 
were askelif their candidate was in favor of a National 
Bank, they would answer, “hard cider.” If they were 
esired to state what were his views in relation to the ta- 
pe 7 was raised about “log cabin” and the “poor man’s 

Mr. C. then went on to say that the working classes had 
more intelligence than to be duped by such shallow trickery; 
that they would hold no candidate as their friend, who steadily 
refused to let them know what his opinions were on subjecis to 
them of the highest importance. 

Mr. DILLE obtained the floor, and moved that the commit 
tee rise; which question was taken by tellers, [Messrs. PRENTISS 
and Craps acting as such.) Result, ayes 41, noes 49—no 
quorum voting. 

The committee rose, and its chairman reported that fact to 
the House—it being now half-past 11 o’clock. 

Mr. PROFFIT moved a cal! of the House. 

Mr. HOFFMAN moved that the House adjourn; and 

The yeas and nays having been demanded, were ordered, and 
were—yeas 53, nays 53. 

The SPEAKER veted in the affirmative; and 

The House accordingly, at 12 v’clock, adjourned. 
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Mr. JENIFER raid that, 2 few days ago, Executive docu- 
Tents on the su of tobacco had been sent to the House, in 
reply to the reeolution of the %hof March. Instead of moving 
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that the whole of them be printed, he had been Instructed by the 
Beleci Commitiee on Tobacco to ask leave to have such extiacts 
printed as they might think proper. 

Which leave was granted. 

Tne SPEAKER announced that the first business in order 
was the cousideratiin of the motion made yesterday by Mr. 
Crate, to print ten thousand extra copies of the report of the 
majority and winority of the Committee on Revolutiouary 
Claims, in relation to Virginia Revolutionary claims. 

Mr. BANKS moved that five thousand, instead of ten thou- 
sand, be printed 

Mr. GARLAND of Virginia moved that two thousand be 
rinted, 

. Ani the several questions having been taken, two thousand 
extra copies of the said reports were ordered to Le printed. 

Mr. PETRIKIN asked leave to submit a report from the 
Committee on the Public Buildings, and said it was a matter of 
great importance. 

Mr. CARR objected, and hoped that committees would make 
their re ortsin regular order. 

The SPEAKER then called upon the several committees for 
reperts, when 

Mr. CASLY, from the Committee on Private Land Claims, 
reported Senate biil, No. 64, for the relief of Joseph Campan, 
without amendment. Also, Senate bill, No. 80, entitled “An 
act for the reliet of Isabella Hill, widow, and John Hill, Eliza- 
beth Hill, and Samuet Hill, children and minor heirs at law of 
Samuel Hill, deceased,’’ was reported without amendment; 
which were committed to the Committee of the Whole. 

My. E. D. WHITE, from the same committee, reported Se- 
nate bill, No.47, entitled “An act to authorize the issuing of a 
patent to the heirs or Jegal representatives of Francis Roward, 
deceased,” withcut amendment; which was committed to the 
Committee of the Whole. 

Nr. HASTINGS of Massachusetts, from the same committee, 
reported a bill forthe relief of William Trask, accompanied by 
a report; also, a bill for the relief of Robert Casey, of the State 
of New York, accempanied by a report; which bills were read 
twice, and committed to the Committee of the Whole. 

Mr. DILLET, from the same committee, made atlverse re- 
ports en the memorial of Jesse H. Willis, representative of 
James Minnie; also, on the petition of Charles Morgan, assignee 
of Perruquier; which were laid upon the table. 

Mr. D. also reported a bill for the relief of James Shields, 
accompanied by a report; anda report on the memorial of Jo- 
seph Young, accoinpanted by a bill for the relief of John Prau, 
or his legal representatives; which were severally read twice, 
and commitied to the Committee of the Whole. 

On motion of Mr. DILLET, the Committee on Private Land 

‘aims was discharged from the further consideration of the pe- 
tition of Ephraim Beaseley, and it wasreferred to the committee 
of Invalid Pensions. Also, from the cases of John 8. Wilson, 
James Roan, and B. M. Duncan, and from the memorial of the 
Legislature of Florida, in relation to pre-eemptions; which were 
laid upon the table. 

Mr. ADAMS, from the Committee on manufactures, reported 
a bill to authorize the importation, free of duty, of the iron ma- 
tertais for certain iron vessels; which was read twice, and com- 
mitted to the Committee of the Whole. 

On motion of Mr. ADAMS, 

Ordered, That the Committee on Manufactures be dis- 
charged from the memorials of citizens of Claremont, Gilsum, 
Acworth, and Croydon, in New Hampshire, respecting frauds 
in the importation of woollen goods, and that they be commit. 
ted to the Committee of the Whole. Also, from the petiuons of 
citizens of Green county and Monroe county, in the State of 
New York, respecting the spirit ration in the army and navy, 
and that they be referred to the Committee on Naval and Mili- 
tary Affairs. Also, from the petition of inhabitants of Alton, in 
Massachusetts, for arepeal of the duty on foreign spirits, and 
that it be referred to the Committee of Ways and Means. Also, 
from the petition ofeitizens ofthe United States for a duty on 
imported silks, and from the petition of umbrella makers in the 
city of New York, and that said petition be referred to the Com- 
mittee of the Whole. Also, from the petitions ofthe manufactu- 
rers of starch in the cities of Philadelphia and New York, 
Also, from the petition of cigar manufacturers in Providence, 
Rhode Island, and that it lie on the table. 

Mr. BELL, from the Committee on Indian Affairs, reported 
a joint resolution to authorize the Secretary of War to con‘i- 
nue certain clerks employed in the Office of the Commissioner 
of Indian Affairs; which was read twice by its title. 

Mt. B. stated that the committee had had under consideration 
the message of the President and the accompanying statement, 
which had satisfied them that it was necessary to continue the 
employment of theze clerks, ((wo in number;) and, as the law 
under which they were employed would expire in a few days, 
he hoped that the louse would act now on the resolution, and, 
if necessary, go into committee. 

In answer toan inquiry, the SPEAKER declared that the 
resolution must be committed, unless, by general consent, the 
House would dispense with its commitment. 

And the House having, by general consent, agreed to do so. 
the resolution, having been ordered to a third reading, was rea 
a third time, and passed. 

Mr CROSS, irom the same committee, reported a bill to 
rovide for running the northern boundary line of the tract of 
and reserved for the use of the half breeds of the Sac and Fox 

tribe of Indians, which was re:d twice, and committed to the 
Committee of the Whole. 


Mr. JOHN W. ALLEN, from the Committee on Military 
Affaire, reported a bill for the benefit of John W. Hall, accom- 
panied by areport; which bill was read twice, and committed 
to the Cammittee of the Whole. 

Mr. POPE, from the Committee on the Territories, reported 
the following resolution, viz: 

Resolved, That the 27th and 28th days of May next be set 
apart tor the consideration of Territorial business. 

Two-thirds not voting therefor, it was consequently rejected. 


Mr, TALIAFERRO, from the Committee on Revolutionary 
Pensions, reported the following bills, viz: 

A bill for the relief of Charles Fitzgerald, deceased; 

A bill for the relief of Nancy Wilson; 

A bill for the relief of Mary McCurdy; 

A bill for the relief of Job Hawkins; 

A bill for the relief of Elizabeth Graham; 

A bill for the relief of Capt. Presley Gray; 

A bill forthe relief of Eleanor Clark; 

A bill for the relief of William Fitzgerald; 

A bill for the relief of Colton Evane; 





accompanied by a re in each case; which bills were read 
twice, and committed to the Committee ef the Whole. 

Mr. T. fromm the same cominitiee, also reported that the com- 
mittee had examined the petitions ofthe undermentioned per- 
eons, and, as noneof them aresustained by requisite evidence, 
the committee recommend their rejection, viz: Nancy More- 
field, Julia S. Horton, Ebenezer Sworer, Lydia Steele, Eunice 
Everson, John Groves, John F Empie, Conrad Watts, John 
Hoover, Jacob Nugent, Samuel Huu, Anne Royal, Joseph 
West, John Weedon, Susan Rodgers, Oliver Whaley, James 
W. Lytell, Thomas Fulton, Annes Dabou, Mary E. Carey, 
Lucretia Brown, Phineas Allen, William Faris, Anne Huffer 
man, Edward Chamberlain, Sarah Lestie, James Barrett, Nan 
cy Yates, Isaac Levan, Ana Ball, Catharine Ansant, Lucey In- 
galls, ard Danie! Harris. 

On motion of Mr. TALIAFERRO, 

Ordered, That the Commitee on Revolut onary Pensions be 
discharged from the petitioh of Ebenezer Steteon, and that it 
be refeired to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

Mr. T. reported back to the House Benare bill No. 113, enti- 
ted “An act for the rliefof Samuel Crapin,”” without amend- 
men; which was:committed to the Committee of the Whole 

Mr. T. also reported a joint resolution for the benefit of cer- 
tain widows of Revolutionary goldiers, which being read the 
aoe time, Mc.’T. moved that the bill be passed to its third 
reading. 

Mr. - W. JONES hoped that it would not be forced through 
in this hasty manner. It was dueto the House that an opper- 
lunity should be affurded to examine into the existing laws, as it 
would require five or six millions of dollars to satisly those in- 
tended wbe provided for by this bill. 

Mr. TALIAFERRO said it was entirely in his power to ob 
viate all objections. 

Mr. CRAIG remarked that he would show the operation of 
this bill. and would state a case. 

Mr STANLY objected, and, 

On motion of Mr. TALIAFERRO, the bill was committed te 
the Committee of the Whole. 

Mr. HAND, from the same committee, reported 

A bill for the relief of John Keith: 

A bill for the relief of George M. Bedinger; 

A bill for the relief of Betsey Ingalls; 
which were severally read, and committed to the Committee of 
the Whole. 

Mr. If. also made adverse reports in the cases of Sarah 
Chase, Robert Brownfield, Juel Leftwich, lsaac McHenry, and 
James B. Rice; which were jaid on the table. 

Mr. HI. moved that the committee be discharged from the 
consideration of the case of Ilugh Mallory, and that it be re- 
ferred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions; which was agreed 
to. 
Also, the same motion in the case of John W. W. Godbold, and 
that it be referred to the Committee on Revolutionary Claims; 
which was agreed to. 

On motion of Mr. STEENROD, 

Ordered, That the Commitee on Revolutionary Pensions, to 
which was referred the petition of Moses Wright, be discharged 
from the further consideration thereof, and that it be referred 
to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

Mr. CARR, from the same committee, made the following 
report: 

fh bill for the relief of Mary Campbell, widow of J. Camp- 


ll; 

A bill for the relief uf Francis Greene of Kentucky, widow of 
Robert Green; 

A bill for the relief of Mary Wolfe of Pennsylvania, widow of 
John Wolfe; 
ee were read twice, an] committed to the Committee of the 

‘hole. 

Mr. C. made adverse reports on the following cases, viz: 

Esther Culver, former widow of Moses Jones; 

Margaret Hendrickson, widow of John Hendrickson, 

Fleanor Wiggens, widow of William Wiggene; 

Lewis Quick; 

James Quackenbush; 

Susan Patton, widow of William Patton; 

Sarah Crawford, widow of Crawford; 

Simon 8. Murrill, referred to the Conimitiee on Invalid Pen. 
sions; 

Park Holland, asking increase of pension; and 

Sylva Bond: no evidence to sustain the claim. 

A joint resolution having been reported for the benefit of cer- 
tain widows of Revolutionary soldiers, the Committee on Revo- 
lutionary Pensions was discharged from the further considera- 
tion of the petitions of John Pratt and others, of Maseachusette 
Stephen Taylor, and others, of the same State, and Elisha Hail 
an —n of New York; and they were ordcred to lie on the 
table. 

Mr. C. also made an adverse report on the case of Griswold 
Every; and the committee was discharged from the further 
consideration of the petition of Ankey Gudsey. 

Mr. C. reported a bill to extend the provieions of an act enti- 
tled “An act supplementary to the act for the relief of certain 
surviving officers and soldiers of the Revolution,” approved the 
7th June, 1832: which, on he motion, was referred to the Com- 
mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union. 

Mr. EDWARD DAVIES, from the same committee, reported 
a bill for the benefit of the heirs of Seth Chapin. 

Also, a bill for the relief of Eppe Van Nese. 

Which were severally read twice, and referred to the Com- 
mittee of the Whole. 

On motion of Mr. DAVIES, 

Ordered, That the Committee on Revolutionary Pensions, 
to which was referred the petition of George Purcell, be diz- 
charg@d from the further consideration thereof, and that it be 
referred to the Committee on Revolutionary Claims. 

Mr. SAMUEL W. MORRIS, from the Committee on Invalid 
Pensions made unfavorable reports on the petitions of Dr. R. 
R. G. Lee, and Francis L. Pratt; which were read, and laid on 
the table. 

Mr. RANDALL, from the same committee, reported a bill 
granting a pension to George care algo, a bill granting a 

ion to James Wright, jr ; also, a bill granting 2 pension to 
John W. Cox; which were severally read twice, and committed 
to the Committee of the Whole. ; 

On motion of Mr. STRONG, the Committee on Invalid Pen- 
sions was discharged from the further consideration of the pe- 
titions of Shirley Killogg, Joseph Davis, John Kel , Ramuel 
Sooeph 'Coberiy real toe egal pocneumaaives of Captate 

v t representatives o 
Jordan, deceased; and the petitions were laid on the table. 
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M . WADDY THOMPSON, from the Committee on Milita- 
ry Affairs, reported back Senate bill No. 207, enticed “An act to 
authorize the President of the United States to raise one thon- 
sand five hundred men to serve against the Florida Indians,” 
without amendment; which was committed to the Committee 
of the Whole 

Mr. T. from the sam* committee, to which was referred the 
memerial of citizens of the Territory of lowa, praying to be 
supplied with arms, made an unfavorable report thereon; which 
was real, and laid on the table. 

Mr. I’. also reported the following resolutions, which were 
ommitied ty the Commitice of the Whole: 

Resolved, Twat the Secretary of War be directed to have 
constructed a bomb canoon upon the principle of Mr. John W. 
Cochran's invention, capable of carrying a sixty-four pound 
bell, or ehells of eight inches, under thé direction and supervi- 

ion of Mec. Cochran; and that $10,000 be appropriated for that 
purpose; and also to defray the expenses ofa full experiment of 
the said cannon, under the supervision of board of officers of 
the army and navy, to be appointed by the Secretaries ef War 
aibot the Navy. 

Resolved, That $2,000 be appropriated for the purchase of 
the bomb cannon of John W. Cochran by the Secretary of War 
if the result of the experiment be favorable. 

Mr. GRINNEL, from the Gommittee on Naval Affairs, to 


winch was referred the memorial of Ann Mix, made a report 
thereon, accompanied by a bill, to enable the Secretary of the 
Navy to purchase from the widow of the late Capt. M. P. Mix, 
the right of using a patent machine on board shipa of war, or 
other public veasela: which bill was read twice and committed 


tothe Committee of the Whole 
Mr. FLEPCHER, trom the Committee on Patents, reported 


i bill forthe further promotion of the arts; which was read 
twice, and committed to the Commiuattee of the Whole. 
On motion of Mr. FLETCHER, the Committee on Patents 


was discharged from the further considerationof the petitions 
of Chauncey Hall, Henry M. Shreve, Seth Chase, and‘Henry 
Wyman, administrator of Mara Slifer; which petitions were laid 


t 
i 


Mr. F.1 


ported back Senate bill No. 160, entitled “An act for 
e reltef of Lazard Knowles,” without amendment; which was 
mitted to the Committee of the Whole. 
Mr PETRIKIN, from the Committee on the Public Buildings 
| Grounds, made a report on the petition of Masterton aad 
Nintth, accompanied by ajomt resolution for their relief. 
Mr. P.a { the indulgence of the House to have 1 read the 
ldme, and paseed 
Mr. FILLMORE inquired whether any security had been 


ven for the pertormance of the contract. 
Mr. PETRIKIN said that ten per cent. of the money had been 


rined 


Ihe resolution being engrossed, was then read the third time 
tad passed 
The hour of one having arrived, 


Phe SPEAKER announced the special order of the day. 
GENERAL APPROPRIATION BILL. 
On motion of Mr. JONES of Virginia, the House resolved it- 
| jato Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union, 
(Mr. Casry of Plinois in the chair,) on the bill making appro- 
rmtions for the civil and diplomauc expenscs of the Govern- 
ment for the year [S10 
Mr. DILLELY was entitled to the floor, but yielded it to en- 
rte 
Mi. MORGAN io make a personal explanation. 
Mr. DILLEIT then addressed the committee at great length, 


acritical exanuoation of the benefits of the Sub-Treasury 
em He contended that it would be more expensive to the 
Government, for addiuenal officers, than was apparent upon 
face of the bills and that there were sufficient officers now 
lect the revenue. fe thought the Treasury, as at present 


inized, was abundantly adequate to collect and disburse the 
revenues: that this bill was unnecessary, on the ground that 
here was nothing lo pul away, or to take care of: that the de- 
ants upon the Government were always in advance of the re- 
yurces it had ov hand to meet said demands. Even if the bill 
passedit Was nothing nore than the Treasury of the United States 
sc last. "Phat the Treasury, as now organized, was under the con- 
roto! law; but the Sub-Treasury bill,though it may be guarded 
ifs provisions, would be in effect placing under the control 
fthe President of the United States the treasure of the nation, 
the ground that he would have the appointment of the offi- 

to carry out the system. Tt was a proposiuon, he said, to 
nake a bankrupt Treasury an independent Treasury. He also 
ntended that the treasure of the nation was under the control 
awwhen in the Bank of the United States, but since that 


ne it was not. So sven as the bill passed, it would place an 
.iditional value on specie, and to,that degree tend to depreciate 
paper; and would, in the same degree, derange the currency 
aad prove decrimenta! to commerce. He also contended that the 
system would prove impracticable, had not the Treasury Note 
bill been passed—that the Government could not be carried on 

x months under that system, without the aid of the Treasury 
Note bill. 


Mr. D. then went into an historical examination of the condi- 
of the currency under the Bank of the United States; con- 
ling that it was better regulated under that institution than 

that the exchanges were more equal. The 

t v was more uniform and valuable when that Institution 

because the Siate institutions were compelled 

be ibnited to a proper issue; that they were restricted to the 

fa limited proportion of notes to the specie in their 

Phe s.ate banks then had somebody to settle up their 

counts tor them. Yes, it was this “monster” that prevented 
ve Democratic institutions from ruaning the country into ruin. 

I) prevenied these State institutions from depreciating the cur- 

Mr. D. then went Into a long argument to 

fictal effeets of a Bank of the United States and 

constituuiouality 

Mr. BP. continued his remarks till past 4 o'clock, when he 
“ave wayto 

Mr, UNDERWOOD, who moved that the committee rise, 

id the question beiag put, there were—ayes 49, nays 40; no 
juerum voung : 

The commitiee rose, and the chairman reported that fact to 
he tl mee 

Alc. UNDER WOOD inquired of the Cuair whether he could 
nake a report from the Select Committee on the Rencontre. 

The CHATR said if there was no objection, the report would 

he receiv J 
Mr. PETRIKIN objected 

sinags 


sny other system; 


\ ! ex sience, 


icv OF the States 


prove the bens 


It was an wregular way of doing 
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Mr. McKAY moved a call of the House; upon which the yeas 
and nays having been ordered, were—yeas 58, nays 38. 

The call having been proceeded in jor a short time, it was 
then, by universal consent, dispensed with; when ' 

Mr. UNDERWOOD, from the Select Committee appointed 
to report the facts of the unpleasant rencontre between Messrs. 
Bynum and GARLAND of Louisiana, made a report containing 
a statement of facts, based on the written testimony of anum- 
ber of witnesses; which testimony accompanied the report. 
The committee recommended no resolution, nor did they ac- 
company the narrative with a single remark, conceiving it their 
duty to confine themselves to a naked statement of the facts as 
they occurred. It will be published hereaiter. 

The report having been read, 

On motion of Mr. BUTLER of Ky. the report and testimony 
were ordered to be printed. 

Mr. EVERETT moved that the House adjourn. 

Mr. DUNCAN called for the yeas and nays; which were or- 
dered, and were—yeas 54, nays 41. 

So the House, at440’clock, adjourned. 





IN SENATE, 
Monpay, April 27, 1840. 

The CHAIR submitted the following message from the Presi- 
dent of the United States, which was referred to the Committee 
on Military Affairs: 

To the Senate of the United States: 

I transmit herewith a report and accompanying documents 
from the Secretary of War, which furnish the information in 
relation to that portion of the defences of the country entrusted 
to the charge and direction of the Department of War, called 
for by the resolution of the Senate of the 2d of March, 1839. 

M. VAN BUREN. 

Washington City, April 4, 1810. 

Also, a message of the President, transmitting a report from 
the Postmaster General, in further compliance with the resolu- 
tion of the Senate of December 30, 1839; which was laid on the 
table, and ardered to be printed. 

Mr. NORVELL presented the petition of sundry citizens of 
Michigan, praying the passage of a general bankrupt law; 
which was ordered to lie on the table. 

On motion by Mr. PIERCE, the petition and papers of Hul- 
dah Tucker were taken from the files and referred to the Cem- 
mittee on Pensions. 

Mr. FULTON presented the memorial of Charles Gordon; 
which was referred to the Committee on Finance. 

Mr. LUMPKIN, from the Committee on the Post Office and 
Post Roads, to which was referred the petition of Stokes and 
Purdom, made an adverse report thereon; which was ordered 
to be printed. 3 ; 

Mr. PIERCE, from the Committee on Pensions, to which 
was referred 

The memoria! of John Martin; 

The memorial of Martin Burk: 

The memorial of Stephen Dunham; 

Made adverse reports thereon; which were ordered to be 
printed. 

; Mr. WHITE, from the Committee on Pensions, to which was 
referred the memorial of Benjamin French, made an adverse 
report thereon; which was ordered to be printed. 

Mr. PRENTISS, from the Committee on the Public Lands, 
to which was referred the memorial of the citizens of fractional 
township 34 of Will county, Hlinois, in the State of Iilinois, 
asked to be discharged fromits further consideration, and that 
it be laid on the table; which was agreed to. — 

Mr. P. also, from the Committee on Pensions, reported a bill 
granting a pension to Molly Willey; which was read, and order- 
ed toa second reading. 

BILLS PASSED. 

The following bills were taken up on their third reading, 
read a third time, and passed, and sent to the House for concur- 
rence: 

Bill for the relief of Joseph Bassett. 

Bil for the relief of John 8. Billings. 

Bill for the relief of Henry Wilson. . 

Bill for the relief of John Compton, assignee and represen- 
tative of Garrigues Flaujac. 

Bill for the relief of George de Passau, of Louisiana. 

Bill for the relief of N. G. Hamilton. 

Bill for the relief of Samuel Lord. 

Bill for the relief of Tyler Spafford. 

Bill fur the relief of Casper W. Wever. 

Bill for the relief of Mary Neal, widow of Samuel Neal, de 
ceased. 

Bill for the relief of Jacob Pennell and others, owners of the 
Eliza, of Brunewick. 

Bill for the relief of Francis A. Harrisun. 

Bill for the relief of Jean Baptiste Comeau. 

Bill forthe relief of the legal representative or representa- 

ives of of Pierre Bonhomme. 

Bill for the relief of the legal representatives of John Scott. 

Bill granting a pre-emption right to Enoch Evans. 

Bill confirming the clann of the heirs of Joseph Thompson, 
deceased, to a tract of land in Missouri. 

Bill for the relief of Thomas P. Copes. 

Bill for the relief of Samuel Mackay. 

Bill for the relief of the Wegal representatives of Aaron Vail, 
deceased, late consul at L’Orient. 

Biil for the relief of Alfred P. King. 

Bill fer the relief of Henry Lucas. 

Bill granting a pension to Pamela Allen, widow of Samuel 
Allen, a soldier of the Revolution. 

Bill for the relief the lega! representatives of George Duval, 
and others. 

Bill for the relief of Jubal B. Hancock. 

Hill for the relief of Charles McKinzie. 

Bill for the reliefof James H. Relfe. 

Bill for the relief of Themas and Ralph Haskins. 

Bill for the reliet of Fiancis Laventure, Ebenezer Childs, aad 
Linus Thompson. 

Bill to amend the act entitled “An act toamendan act enti- 
tiled ‘An act for laying Off the towns of Fort Madison and Bur- 
lington, in the county of Des Moines, and the towns of Belle- 
view, Dubuque, and Peru, in the county of Dubuque, Territory 
of Wiskonsin, and fer other purposes.’ ’’ 

The following bills which have passed the House, were taken 
up on their third reading, read a third time, and finally passed: 

An act for the reliefof Richard Booker and others. 

Ao act for the relief of Thomas W. Taylor. 

An act for the relief of Gamaliel E. Smith 





An act forthe relief of John T. Addoms, executor of Johy 
Addoms. 

An act for the reliefofMeigs D Benjamin and others. 

An act for the relief of William Wickham. 

An act for the relief of George Willis. 

An act for the relief of Robert Milnor and John Thompson. 

An act for the relief of Nathan Levy. 

An act to authorize James Alexander to relinquish a tract of 
land, and to locate other land in Jieu thereof. 

An act for the relief of James Brewer, of Ohio. 

An act for the relief of James L. Cochran. 

An act for the relief of the heirs and legal representatives of 
John Grimba!l, senior. 

The bill for the relief of Thomas Fillebrown, jr. was take), 
up, with the report of the Committee on Claims, recommend. 
ing its indefinite postponement, and, after an animated discus. 
sion, in which Messrs. HUBBARD and TAPPAN opposed the 
bill, and Messrs. SOUTHARD, PRESTON. HENDERSON, 
and DIXON advocated its passage, it was indefinitely postponed 
ae 23, nays 11, as follows: 

’-EAS—Messts. Alien, Anderson, Benton, Buchanan, Cal. 
houn, Clay of Alabama, Fulton, Hubbard, King, Linn, Lump. 
kin, Mouton, Nicholas, Norvell, Pierce, Robinson, Sevier, 
Strange, Tappan, Walker, Williams, Wright, and Young—3 

NAY=—Messrs. Clayton, Crittenden, Dixon, Henderson, 
Knight, Merrick, Porter, Preston, Smith of Indiana, Southard, 
and White—1 1. 

The bill forthe relief of John Underwood was also indefi. 
nitely postponed, 

The Senate then went into Executive session, and afterwards 

Adjourned, 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Monpay, April 27, 1840, 

The journal having been read, 

Mr. CAMPBELL of South Carolina rose and asked leave to 
make a statement relative to a matier personal to himself. 

No objection being made, 

Mr. CAMPBELL referred to a part of Mr. Jenrrgr’s lately 
published speech relative to proceedings in the Committee of 
Elections, and read a clause to which the report stated that Mr. 
J. had asked an answer to some inquiry put by him to Mr. C. 
“without equivocation.” 

If suchaterm had been used by the gentleman when speak- 
ing, ithad escaped the ear of Mr. C.; and when he had readit 
in the report, he had had an explanation with the gentleman 
from Maryland, which he was happy to say was of a character 
enuirely satistactory. He disclaimed every thing like inten- 
uonal ambiguity in his language on that and on all occasions. 

Mr. JENIFER said the statement now given by the genile- 
man from South Carolina was correct. Such an explanation 
had taken place, and it was entirely satisfactory on both sides. 
In preparing the report of that speech, Mr. J. had made use, in 
part, of the notes of the Reporter, and in part of his own; and, 
ou consulting the notes, he found that the word “quibble” was 
there written, and not the word equivocation. Whichever 
word he had actually employed, he had not meant it in any 
personal or offensive sense. 


THE PRIVILEGE REPORT. 

The SPEAKER announced the report of the Select Commit. 
tee on the difliculty which had occurred between Messrs. By 
nuM and GARLAND» to be the business first in order. 

Mr. BRIGGS stated to the Cuarr that, although the report, and 
the documents accompanying it had been ordered to be printed 
be did not find it on the tables of members; and, on inquiry, had 
ascertained that it had not been sent to the Printer; why, he did 
not know, and wished te understand. 

Mr. CAMPBELL then asked permission to say a word in 
relation to the report made on Saturday, on the subject of the 
recent unpleasant affair which had taken place in the House 
between Messrs. Bynum and Rick GarLaNnp. He said it 
would be recollected that the vote on the motion to print the 
report and testimony, was taken just as the House was on the 
pot of adjournment, and that the motion was agreed to, ina 

reat measuro, sub silentio. As for himself, he believed he 

id not vole, except in that way. Now, upon reflection, he 
was convinced that no benefitcould accrue from the printing 
of that report, nor would 1t reflect any credit on the House. If 
the House had felt disposed to puntsh for contempt, it ap- 
peared to him that it should have been done upon the spot, as 
was the practice in our courts of justice. With these views, 
if it was in order, he would move a reconsideration of the vote 
by which the report and accompanying testimony had been or- 
dered to be printed. 

Mr. BRIGGS hoped the motion would not prevail; many 
false, imperfect, garbled accounts of the occurrence had’gone 
tothe public, and it was necessary that a true and authentic 
account should belgiven. 

Mr. GARLAND, of Louisiana, said that the mation to recon- 
sider gave him an opportuniiy to say what he ought to have 
said, andshould have said atthe time, had this not have pre- 
cluded by the course immediately adopted by the House; and 
the observations of some gentlemen, afterwards made, were 
such as forbade him then to offer what he had now to eay. 
The committee had performed the duty assigned it, and had 
reported the facts of the case asthe members of the commit. 
mittee understood and believed them to have occurred, but 
had recommended ne course of action thereon. He would 
take this opportunity to say that the affair had happened very 
suddenly, so much so that one moment before it took place he 
had not had the remotest expectation of any thing of the 
kind. Members of that House, who had known him during 
the seven years he had held a seat in {t, could not suppose it 
to have been his deliberate purpose todo any th disrespect- 
ful tothe House. Whether, in what he had done, he had 
been wright or wrong, it was for the House and not for him to 
say; he certainly, however, had been himself under the im- 
pression at the timethatit was right, and under that impres- 
sion he had acted; but,in a few moments after, he had felt 
convinced that this was not the place for euchan act. Under 
the impulse of the instant, he had certainly done what, accord- 
ing to the strict interpretation of the rules, was a sontempt of 
the House, although he was far from having had any such 
intention. If the course iasety arenes by the House [Mr. G. 
was understood to allude to the passage of the anti-duelling 
regulation) had been such as to impress the members of Con- 

ess with the idea that they were not protected from insult by 

is authority, but that every gentleman must protect himeelt, 
it was not Mr. G’s fault. Such an impression did exist, and 
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toa greatextent. He concluded by repeating the declaration 
that he had harbored uo intention of disrespect to the House. 

Mr. FILLMORE inguired whether Mr. Campsgxt.’s motion 
to reconsider embraced both the reportand testimony? 

Mr. CAMPBELL saidit applied to both. 

” Mr. F. then said he should oppose the motion. If the re- 
port was thought to give the facts correctly, there might be no 
necessity of printing the testimony; but he never would con- 
sent to suppress the printing of the repert. The case was 
ove which had an important bearing on the decorum and dig- 
yity of the House, and they ought, in deciding upon it, to have 
the report before them. 

Mr. PETRIKIN, after some remarks on the habitual disre- 
gard of order in the House, was understood tu say that the less 
there was said about this affair, the better it would be for the 
dignity and reputauon of the House. He hoped the motion to 
reconsidat would prevail, and that none of tre papers would 

rinted. . 

Mie. VANDERPOEL was opposed to the motion. He hoped 
the House would not reconsider its vote ter the printing. It 
was evident that a thousand distorted versions ef the affair had 
goue forth to the country, and it was due to the House and the 
parties implicated to have the truth made known. The letter 
writers would no doubt do injustice to the parties; and it there- 
fore became necessary that the truth, and the whole truth, 
shouldappear. He had heard no goo ! reason advanced in favor 
of the motion to reconsider, nor did he believe there could be 
any. He hoped the House would have the whole matter 
rinted, 

Mr. CURTIS rose to a point of order. He understood the 
gentleman from South Carolina to say that he did not vote on 
the motion to print; and that being the case, he did not see how 
he could move a reconsideration, 

The SPEAKER understood the gentleman from South Caro- 
lina had voted affirmatively, although sw silentio, 

Mr. BANKS concurred with the genteman from New York, 
[Mr. VANDERPOSL,] in his opinion that the report ought to be 
printed. It could uot be doubted but that erroneous versions of 
the affair would go forth to the conntry. It was, therefore, 
highly necessary to have the whole printed, so that the matter 
might be laid before the country in an official form, when the 
people could form their own opinion. Mr. B. then moved the 
previous question, which was seconded by the House. 

The main question being then ordered on the motion to recon- 
sder, it was decided as follows: yeas 20, nays 143. So the 
House refused to reconsider. 

On motion of Mr. UNDERWOOD, the further consideration 
of the subject was postponed until to-morrow. 

The CHAIR announced that the next business in order was 
the motion made by the gefitleman from Ohio [Mr. Sweney] 
to reconsider the vote, by which leave was refused the gentie- 
man from Kentucky [Mr. Davis] to introduce a bill to vest the 
appointment of district attorneys and marshals of the United 
States in certain cour and providing that the emolu- 
ments of said officers shall in no case exceed $3,000. 

Mr. SWENEY, whe was entitled to the floor, rose and said : 
Mr. Speaker, I did not make this motion for the purpose of af.- 
fording myself an opportunity of making a speech. I did not 
intend it at the ume the motion was made, and although some 
time has since elapsed, yet 1 do not now intend it. The le- 
gitimate subjects for discussion under this motion, whatever 
they might be upon the bill itself, itappeairsto me are too much 
circumscribed in their extent and character to afford me that 
opportunity even if I now felt such a disposition; and, asl am 
not one of those who believe, or practise as though they did be- 
lieve, that, under every possible question that can arise in this 
House, every possible matter is debatable, I shall content my- 
self with offering, in very few words, a very few reasons why I 
have made this motion, 

My first object then is to afford to myself and to some others, 
Thepe, who have had an opportunity of reflecting upon the 
provisions and tendency of this bill, an opportunity of changing 
our Votes. 

Sir, it did appear to me, on a moment’s reflection, as not al- 
tozether courteous, and I have since learned, from older mem- 
bers than mys If, that it has not been cousidered as courteous, 
especially in this House, where courtesy and urbanity are so 
much regarded, te refuse to any gentleman leave to introduce a 
bill, under the rules of the House, where the subject is proper 
for legislative action. 

I have stated, on a former occasion, that I was under the im- 
sression, at the time I gave my vote, that the rules of the 
{ouse would have to be suspended in order to grant the privi- 
lege to introduce the bill. This would have been a sufficient 
reason for withholding my consent, as in that event I would 
much rather have preferred its being introduced at some othe1 
period in order and iu compliaace with the rulesof the House. 
Sir, I am averse to the suspension of the rules except on very ex- 
traordinary, important, and urgent occasions. For little, unfor- 
tunately; little as they have been regarded during this session, 
yet I have ‘ound them of some smal! service in pieventing us 
from running into utter licentiousness. 

It has long since been observed, and well observed, that order 
is the first law of Heaven, and just in proportion as we approach 
that divine and harmonious order do we secure “peace on carth 
and good will towards man.” 

But, sir, the bill is to be introduced without any infraction 
of the rules of the House. Why, then, may it not be introduced 
and referred to an appropriate committee? What are its provi- 
sions, and what are the evils which itis intended to remedy? 

It proposes two things. First, to vest the appointment of 
district attorneys and marsha!s in certain courts of the United 
States. Sir, 1am not well satisfied that this change would be 
fur the better. The appvintment of these officers is now 
vested where the framers of our Constitution, those master 
workmen in political economy, thought proper to place the 
appointing power—under the General Government; and for this 
reason alone [ would not disturb it, unless for very special and 
cogent reasons. I cannot see, and I never yet have found, any 
danger to be apprehended from an improper exercise of the 
appointing power. Tcan hardly conceive of corruption there, 
as long as our Constitution is preserved inviolate. The Chief 
Magistrate is responsible to the people, and the Senate isto in- 
terpose its constiiutional check. -With this provision of our 
Constitution, as with ail others, I am well satisfied; and al- 
though I may not be permitted to say of it as some do of the 
British Constitution, that “it is the perfection of human wis- 
dom,’’ yet this I may exultingly eay of it, that it has secured 
the greatest amount of human happiness to the greatest num- 
ber of human beings of any system of Government policy the 
world has ever adopted, 
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If, however, any good reason can be assigned for the change, 
Tam willing to adopt it. I am not so great a stickler for ferm 
as to lose sight of substance; and while other sciences are pro- 
gressing with colossal! strides, | am willing to admit that some 
improvement may yet be made in that which is of most im- 
portance to his happiness, the government of man. 

But, Mr. Speaker, the provision of this bill which is of most 
Importance, In My estimation, is the one limiting the emolu- 
ments of District Attorneys. Is it true, sir, that even in our 
largest Commercial cities, that these officers receive twenty, 
fifteen, or even ten thousand dollars per annum for their eervi- 
ces? Ifso, here must have been a casus onissus in legislation; 
tor I cannot believe that the services of any subordinate officer 
under our form of Government, can be worth that amount of 
money; and the-creation of sinecures is a most wanton and 
Inexcusable act of despotism, and never ought to be even ap- 
proached in a Republic. He who will not lend his services to 
his country for a less amount, let me tell you, his services are 
not worth having. 


Sir, Jam not in favor, either, of farming out offices to the low- 
est bidder. The administration of a Governmentis of more im- 
portance than the Government itself. It has been said by one 
in former days, who well understood the human character, 
that “that Goveroment which is best administered is best; and 
this is as true as any axiom in philosophy. What signifies our 
boasted Consiitution, if its salutary provisions for our national 
even and happiness is to remain an inert, dead letter? 

he proper exercise of its functions must give it life and a fair 
compensation; for service is the life-giving principle. Our Go- 
verument, like any other, if badly administered, may run into 
despotism; if unadministered, must sink into anarchy. 

There are two ways by which it may be malalministered— 
by a mistaken parsimony, by which will be excluded from it 
administration a sufficient amount of talent, ability, and manly 
worth, and by allowing excessive salaries, which will always 
beget extravagance and corruption. A proper medium is to be 
observed. “dn mediotutissinus this,’ 1sasafe maxim; and 
under that rule alone can we expect to preserve a healthful and 
proper action in our Government. 
ip If, then, gentlemen are serious in their professions of economy, 
here they may find an undisputed point from which to take up 
their line of march in their holy crusade. Here they may try 
their whetted pruning knives, without much danger ofinjuring 
the tree, or at all affecting the fruitfulness of its branches. 

The question being on the motion to reconsider, 

Mr. TURNEY demanded the yeas and nays, which were not 
ordered. 

So the motion was reconsidered; and the question recuriing 
on the motion for leave, it was granted without a count; and the 
bill was introduced, read twice, and referred to the Committee 
on the Judiciary. 


GENERAL APPROPRIATION BILL. 

On motion of Mr. J. W. JONES, the House resolved iteelf 
into Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union, (Mr. 
Casey in the chair,) aud took up the civil and diplomatic appre- 
priation bill. 

Mr. DILLET, whe was still entitied to the floor, resumed his 
remarks in relation to the constitutionality of the Bank of the 
United States, and in opposition to the Sub-Treasury scheme. 
In speaking of General Jackson, he said if there was any one 
thing, more than another, which was calculated to give him 
famein history, it was the proclamation accompanying the 
force bill. He was in favor of that proclamation, and opposed 
to any one State resistance, to put an end to the Confederacy. 
He examined into the political history of General Harrison 
and contrasted jt with that of Mr. Van Buren, and approved 
the principles of the former aid condemued those of the latter. 
After passing ao eulogy on the character and military services 
of General Harrison, he concluded. 

Mr. STANLY obtained the floor, and said he had a wish to 
make a few remarks, but he would yield his mght to the fleor 
for the purpose of having action on the bill; and hoped gentle- 
men would consent that the reading of the bill should be pro- 
gressed with. 

Mr. DROMGOOLE concurred most fully in the sentiments 
expressed by the gentleman from North Carolina, (Mr. Stan- 
LY,) and would attempt to effect the very object which that 
gentleman had proposed. Every gentleman must see the pro- 
priety of observing the rules which the House had prescribed 
for the transaction of business. The 118th rule required that 
they should read section by section, so that every item inight 
be analyzed and scrutinized. How could they ever proceed to 
examine particular items, if the rule were not adhered to? 

Mr. D. was giad that, at last, either a sense of propriety, or 
shame, had induced the committee to evince a disposition to ex- 
amine the bill. If there were no amendment offered to any sec- 
tion, the next could be read, and each item strictly examined. Be. 
sides, our duty under the rules cf the House, (said Mr. D.) re- 
quired that we should look to the ettuation of the country, and 
the individuals for whose payment the bill provides. We were 
doing gross injustice by not making an appropriation for the 
clerks and other dependants of the Government, who are abso- 
lutely driven to the necessity of being shaved by the brokers in 
anticipation of their payment. He hoped, theretore, they would 
proceed, without, further delay, to examine into the merits of 
this bij]. It was now quite time to forbear making politieal 
speeches, and manufacturing public sentiment. While urging 
the cominittee to do their duty, he would not set an exainple by 
detaining them. In endeavoring to enforce the rules of the 
House, he did not impute more blame to one party than another. 
All must consider that the digression had been sufficiently in- 
dulged in. It was the duty of all to prevent any further unne- 
cessary consumption of time. This remark would apply to 
every body of eveiy party; and Mr. D. called upon all to unite 
with him to preserve the debate within the limits of order. 

Mr. JONES rose for the purpose of showing the importance 
of speedy action on the bill. : 

r. BELL thought the gentleman from Virginia had taken 
to himself a great deal of credit in relation to the bill. For his 
part, he had not hitherto opened his mouth, as was the case 
with a hundred other gentlemen besides. Mr. B. was under- 
stood to complain thatthe bil! had not been brought forward at 
an earlier period, as he had intended to speak on some of the 
items. But, as he didnot suppose there was time now for de- 
bate, he was willing to forego his intended remarks, and go 
with the honorable gentleman for action on the bill. 

Mr. JONES said he desired to have the papers read, which 
he had received, for the purpose of showing the urgent neceesi- 
ty for speedy action on bill. Inreference tothe bill not be- 
ing brought forward at an earlier period, he begged leave to 
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say that no exertion had been spared on his part te bring up 
the bill at the earliest possible , 

The several papers from the runents urging the passage 
of the bill were then :ead by the CrgrK. 

Mr. HUBBARD made some brief remarks in relation to the 
speech of his colleague. (Mr. Dituett,) who had at laet made 
up his issue in opposition to the Sub-Treasury. When the 
proper time should arrive, and the Sub-Treasury bill be under 
discussion, he lioped he should be able w satiety his col us 
by replying to him on that!point. Mr. H. also ad to 
some remarks of his colleague in relation to the tariff ques- 
tion, but in which is appeared, from a subsequent explanation 
of the latter. that he had misapprehended bim. 

Mr. PROFFIT made a few remarks, and gave notice of his 
intention, this evening, to make a speech on the bill. 

Mr. ADAMS said he had determined, trom the first day the 
bill under consideration was put into Committee of the Whole, 
that he would not delay the passage of the bill one quarter of an 
hour. Yethehad much tosay. And the House would corgi- 
der that in discuesing the incidental expenses interwoven in the 
sections of the bill, a sort re eae.» had been thrown OU!” per. 
sonally to himself, to review the political history of parties Sion 
the first day of our independence. For he should go back to 
that period ifthe should enter upon that subject, and he might 
trace the history of that part of the Hartford Convention with 
which he had something to do; and he would allude to the cry. 
ing sins imputed to him of advocating internal improvements 
to the extent of the reading of long passages from a message, 
which, some ten or fifteen years ago, he sent to this House; also 
upon his denial ofthe duty of members of the House to be pal- 
sied by the will of their constituents, and of his ardent desire to 
build light-houses in the skies, and of many other things too te- 
dious toenumerate. And all this had been brought forward to 
determine how long the clerks in the public offices should be 
delayed for the payinent of the compensation due to them. Mr. 
A. would ask, whether the House did not think he had sufficient 
reason to justify himself. He would not begin now; it 
would take up too much time. He might, besides, be 
under the necessity of encreaching upon the time of the elo- 
quent gentleman from Indiana, (Mr. Prorrirr.} He (Mr. A.» 
would not have time before three o’clock in the morning to be- 
gin. But he would say now, simply, thathe should wait for 
some other bill, on which the House would be in Committee of 
of the Whole, which would allow of gentlemen speaking to 
the point at issue, not extraneous matier. He hoped he would 
have, at thattime, the opportunity of addressing the House not 
so many hours ashe would necessarily occupy now. 

Mr. H. hoped his frend frora Virginia [Mr. Dromcoo.s) 
would not carry his threat into execution then, because, to use 
a vulgar expression, “fair play is a jewel,”’ and he should re- 
flect upon it before he passes into the execution of his threat, 
calling gentlemen to order for irrelevancy in debate. Mr. A 
said he would not trouble the House now with the history of 
the Hartford Convention, according to his view of it, nor any 
thingelse. The centleman from New Hampshire, (Mr. Arner. 
ToN,} and the gentleman from Maine, (Mr. Crirrorp.) having 
given a history of it, would be a suflicient reason tor him to die- 
course upon the same topic, but he should not speak of it now. 
He hoped he would have liberty to say a word in extenuation of 
his crimes; but he would not occupy the time of the House at 
present. 

Mr. A. hoped to have that privilege atany time, when the 
House shall be in Committtee ofthe Whole. Te believed that 
he had not taken up more than five minutes in this etatement; 
and according to his promise, he would notdelay the pazsage of 
Bpbill a moment longer. 

Mr. STANLY moved to strike out the sompensation to the 
First Comptroller of the Treasury, being the sum of $3,500, on 
the ground of certain charges which had been preferred againet 
that officer in the report of the Swartwout Invesiigating Com- 
mittee. 

Mr. JONES said that before the House undertook to strike 
out that section of the bill, he hoped gentlemen would vote for 
the appointment of a committee for the pur of investi 

ating the charges against the Comptroller. For his part, he 
rad not until then heard any ae against that officer, nor 
did he knew of any; but he thought, at least, some measure 
ought wo be adopted toascertain the facts before the salary of 

the officer was stricken out. There was no charge brought 
against the humblest individual which did not first undergo an 
investigation; and surely the Comptroller was entitled to an ex. 
aminauen before they proceeded to such an extremity against 
him. Was it not due to him that he should be notified of the 
cha before they took that short mode of displacing him? 
Even the smallest claim that was presenied to the House, under- 
went at examination before a committee; but here was a 
charge brought up without the least notice, and action was 
nome thercon without giving the accused the slightest chance 
of meeting it. It seemed to him a very strange couree for the 
gentleman from North Carolina to move to strike out the sala- 
ry of a high officer in the Treasury Department, without the 
least notice or investigation. 

Mr. STANLY referred to the report of the Swartwout com 
mittee, and intimated that the charges might be found there. 

Mr. DAVIS of Indiana was underetood to say that if the gen 
vleman from North Carolina had undertaken to expo-e any im- 
propriety in the conduct of the First Comptroller, he had un- 
dertaken a task, the success of which would be very doubtful. 
But it was necessayy to the Government that we should have a 
First Comptroller; and the gentleman’s motion would, if agreed 
to, have the effect of abolishing the office. If there was any 
charge against the present incumbent, that was anether matter, 
and might be investigated. Or if the gentleman wished to re- 
duce the salary, or abolish the office, that would be in or- 
der; but, under present circumstances, the only course was to 
pass the item. 

Mr. WAGENER denied that any charge could be established 
against the First Comptroller; and so far as the defaications of 
Swartwout were it was well known that the it 
Comptroller was not appointed until after Swartwout’s defaica- 
tions had taken place. He defied any member to point out a 
single case where the Comptroller was toblame. Mr. W. pro- 
ceeded tosay that he had seen a deal about those Cefaica- 
tions, and when the proper time should arrive, he would make 
it his duty to expose the matter to the country; and he would 
tell the gentleman from North Carolina he would then find that 
when these defalcations had then pest, they 
from the friends of the present 
opposed to it. Mr. W. concluded by re 
po truth in the insinuations made against the » and 
that for hie part he was not one of thore who would get op 
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and make charges against an individual, unsupporied by evi- 
dence, if any “inefficiency existed in that office, it was at the 
last period of Mr. Andersun’s service;’’ when, 

Mr. Bevt rose, and ioquired whether any corrupt conduct 
was imputed to Mr. Anderson. 

Mi. Wacener prompily aptel, most assuredly not. Ilis 
inefficiency was imputed to his infirmities and old age. 

Mr. Beit made no inquiry as to the conduct of Mr. Barker. 
So far trom Mr. W. or the minority of the Swartwout com- 
mittee, im,uling any want of energy to Mr. Barker, they, on 
the contrary, exculpate him from any blame, and accord to 
him, in connection with the late Solicitor of the Treasury, 
much praise for their laborious investigations into the defalca- 
tions of Mr. Swartwout, (at the city cf New York,) assoon as 
suspicion was excited of his enormous peculations 

Mr. DAWSON said, if the gentieman from Pennsylvania 
supposed the majority report contained any charges against the 
Comptroller not sustained by evidence, he was mistaken. The 
report charged that officer with culpable disregard of law; and 
he could show that the charge was fully substantiated. Mr. D. 
then read the laws applicable to the office of Compuoller, and 
contended that if the present incumbent had regarded those 
lawa, the defalcations of Swartwout might have beea checked. 
He wished to be distinctly understood as making no charge of 
corruption against the present officer, but as blaming him only 
tor not enforcing the law; in doing which, however, he was 
merely following the example of his predecessor. Mr. G. in 
the course of his remarks, stated that every gentleman in the 
Treasury Department with whom he had conversed, had admit- 
ted that if the accounts with Swartwout had been kept up, in ac- 
cordance with law, the defalcations muat speedily have been 
discovered. 
clerk in che Land Office, at a salary of $1200 a year, and that 
he Jarmed the office lo some ladividual for $800 a year, while he 
was employed as a Reporter for the Globe. Now, all he knew 
was, that Mr. Washington stood high wherever he was 
knvwna, as a gentleman whose character and integrity could 
no be surpassed, He had known Mr, Washington for some 
time, and he felt it his duty to say that his conduct was correct, 
and his actions influenced by some of the noblest feelings that 
adorn our nature. fle would vouch for it, that the character of 
that individual was equal tu that of the gentleman from North 
Carolina in honesty and jategrity. Mr. 8. then referred the 
member from Nort Carolina to a statement published by Mr. 
Washington in-relation to this matter, and which, Mr. 8. under- 
etood, declared that the substitute who performed the duties in 
the Land Office recived every dollar of the salary, 

Mr. PETRIKIN was opposed to this mide of attacking indi- 
viduals upen the floor. Ii there was any thing wrong, the pro- 
per course would be to havea fair investigauon. The Com- 
mittee on the Public Expenditures, which was composed of a 
majority of Whigs, have full power to atiend to such matter. 
If there be any thing wrong, let them investigate and correct it 

Mr. JAMES GARLAND felt himself called upon, as an act 
of justice to Mr. Washington, to say, upon the authority of the 
Recorder of the Land Office, that that gentleman dves not re- 
celve one cent from the Government. His place has been filled 
by another gentleman, of efficiency and ability, who receives the 
jullsalary attached to the office, He could also certify to the 
ability and hightmineedness of Mr. Washington. 

Mr. BANKS knew but very little about this business, but he 
thought himeelf anthorized to say, trom the information he had 
received, that Mr:W. was not, in fact, a clerk in the Land Office, 
nor did he receive a cent from the Government as clerk. 

Mr. RANSEY didnot approve these discussions got up on an 
appropriation bill, In relation to Lund Washington, he knew 
nothing about him, and he cared as little. If gentlemen ima- 
cined there was any thing wrong, let these charges be investi- 
gated, andhe would willingly co-operate with them. But he 
was opposed to this mode of bringing up individuals before the 
jiouse. He believed, from what he had heard, that this Lund 
Washington was an honorab'e and estimable man, and he hoped 
the gentioman from Noth Carolina would see the impropriet 
of bringing charges, without accompanying them with proof, 
If there was any suspicion of wrong in any quarter, the only 
proper mode was, in the first place, to investigate the charges, 
and not present them to the House upon mere rumor. 

There were also charges intimated against a high and worthy 

Mr. PETRIKIN defended the Comptroller, who, he said, was 
appointed but two months before Swartwout was turned outjof 
office. The defalcations of Swartwout had commenced years 
before the present Comptroller came into oftive; they began as 
tac back as 1832. The gentleman from Georgia had disclaimed 
avy charge of corruption against the Comptroller, but bad, at 
the same ume, charged him with a culpable neglect of duty. 
What was that but corrupuon? Mr. P. then went on to show 
how very easy it was to make a charge on the floor against an 
individual who had no chance of detending himself, As for the 
present Comptroller, he had known him for years, as an honest, 
upright man—yes, as honest as any gentleman on the floor. 
Tie Comptroller might not, perhaps, be quite so good in point 
of talent as some members, but he was far better in point of ho- 
nesty. [(Laughter.}) But the Swariwout committee not only 
made him shoulder the blame of his predecessor, but saddled 
him with the whole crimes of Swaitwout and his coadjutors, 
the banks. Mr. P. then alluded to the manner in which the in- 
vesiizating committee was appomted. He denounced it asa 
par.y affair, and complained that the report was kejt back until 
within a few days before the session closed, so that the falsity of 
ne charges could notbeshown. Other gentiemen mightact as 
they pleased, but for himself, he would never make a charge 
against any manon ex parte evidence. 

Mr. DAWSON explained that, during the investigation, he 
had derived much valuable information from Mr, Barker; 
and he would repeat that he did not impute to him any thing 
hike corruption, but an unintentional disregard of the law. Mr. 
1}. then read extracts from the majority report, showing, from 
the Comptrolier’s answers to interrogatories, that he himself ad- 
noitted the impossibility of fraud on the part of Swartwout, had 
tae proper checks provided by jaw been putin force. 

Af.er some further debate of a desultory character, the ques- 
vion was taken on the motion to strike out, and it was negatived, 

Mr. STANLY then moved to strike out the compensation to 
the Firat Auditor of the Treusury; and the question being 
taken, the motion was disagreed to without a count—when the 
paragraph for making appropriations to compensate the clerks 
in the General Land Office wae read by the Clerk, 

Mr. STANLY wished toask Mr. Jonss whether Lund Wash- 
imeton was atilla clerk of the Treasury Department. 

Mr. JONES replied tat there were some hundreds of clerks 

the Depariments, and that he had not the pleasure ef know- 


a many of them. Ile was understood to say that he was un- 
able to say whether Mr. Washington was a clerk or not. 

Mr. STANLY then made some further remarks in relation to 
Mr. Washington, who, he contended, had heen a Cesk in the 
Land Office, and was one of the Reporters of the Globe at the 
same time. 

Mr. ALBERT SMITH said he understood the gentleman 
from North Carolina to infer that this Mr. Washington was a 
officer of the Treasury. As to the official transactions of that 
gentieman, he knew comparatively nothing; but he would say 
that any charge, impeaching him with culpable neglect, he 
weuld denounce as without foundation. He would meet these 
charges here at the threshold, and defy gentlemen to prove 
them. He appealed to the House and to the country to say 
whether it was fair for gentlemen to be attacked here, befure 
they had been even notified of the charges, or had an opportu- 
nity of being heard ia their own defence. Gentlemen seemed 
to know a great deal about these defalcations; but as regarded 
that officer, they had searched in vain, for they had found 
nothing against him. He would ask, who it was that commit- 
ted these frauds? He would tell them that the offenders were 
members of their own party, and that Swartwout was one of 
their own men; yes, that man, after all had been said, was of 
their own party, and had been named by them as a candidate 
for the Vice Presidency. . 

Mr. STANLY replied at some length, and, in the course of 
his remarks, denied that Swartwout was nominated for the 
Vice Presidency by the Whig party. 

Mr. RAMBEY referred Mr. 8. to the New York Courier and 
Enquirer, for the purpose of proving that Swartwout had been 
nominated by a portion of the Whig party. He referred to the 
time when Swartwout was ordered to collect the public dues 
in specie only, but which order he disregarded, and received 
instead the worthless trash of bank paper. 

Did the Administration laud him for that? No. But he 
was praised by the Whigs, and he acted with them, as the New 
York Courter would show. 

After some brief remarks from Messrs. GENTRY, POPE, 
and RAMSEY, the question was taken on the motion to strike 
out, and it was rejected. 

Mr. STANLY moved to strike out from the item making ap- 
propriation forthe contingentexpenses of the Solicitor of the 
Treasury, $500 for the purchase of a law library for the use 
of that office. 

A debate ensued, in which Messrs. STANLY, JONES of 
Virginia, DAVIS of Kentucky, JAMES GARLAND, EVER. 
ETT, CUSHING, FILLMORE, PETRIKIN, ADAMS, 
EVANS, McKAY, and GRAVES participated; when 

Mr. STANLY demanded tellers on the question of striking 
out; and Messrs. Hopxins and Davis of Pennsylvania having 
been appointed as such, reported—ayes 60, noes 14; no quorum 
voulng. 

The committee rose, and the chairman reported that fact to 
the House. 

Mr. STANLY moved a call! of the Houee. 

Mr. VANDERPOBL raised a question of order, by way of 
inquiry whether it was the duty of the chairman of the Com- 
mittee on the state of the Union, under all circumstances, 
when found without a quorum, to rise; and whether he had 
no means to ascertain whether there was a quorum of the com- 
mittee. 

Mr. CASEY, the chairman, said there was no other means 
by which the chairman could ascertain whether there was a 
quorum, except by the members passing through tellers; that 
had been done, and no quorum having voted, it was the impe- 
rative duty ofthe chairman to rise and report that fact to the 


ouse. 

Mr. BRIGGS having called for the opinion of the SpzaKxer 
n relation tothe duties of the committee under the circuin- 
siances above alluded to. 

The SPEAKER stated his opinion in substance, that when 
the committee found itself withouta quorum, it was powerless, 
and in conformity to its past practice, should rise and report 
that fact to the House. 

The SPEAKER then counted the House to ascertain whether 
there was a quorum; and there being 127 members present, 

The House then resolved itself into Committee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union, Mr. Casey inthe chair, and resumed 
the consideration of the civil and diplomatic appropriation 
bill. 

The question was then taken on striking out, as proposed by 
Mr. STANLEY, and agreed to—ayes 73, nves 57. 

Mr. TRIPLETT moved to reduce the contingent expenses of 
the Secretary of War, from $3,000 to $2,500; and aftera few re- 
marks from Messrs. GRAVES and DROMGOOLE, the amend- 
ment was rejected withouta count. 

Mr. GIDDINGS proposed an amendment requiring the 
heads of the several Departments to present annually,in detail, 
estimates of the contingentexpenses; and after a few remarks 
by Messrs. JONES of Virginia and R. GARLAND, showing 
that it would be impracticable; and by Mr. GIDDINGS in fa- 
vor ofthe amendment, on the ground that it was absolutely ne- 
cessary to save the time of the House by preventing discus 
sion when the appropriation bill is under consideration, the 
amendment was rejected without a count. 

Mr. R. GARLAND moved to strike out “the compensation 
of extra clerks, when employed in the War Department, three 
thousand dollars; and after a debate, in which Messrs, 
JONES of Virginia, JENIFER, BELL,CONNOR, PETIKIN, 
R. GARLAND, and STANLY participated, 

Mr. PROFFIT obtained the fluor, and spoke at some length 
in defence of the Whig party, as connected with the question of 
Abolition. He denied that the Whigs and Abolitionists were 
identical as a party—but that the Abolitionisis belonged to both 
olitical parties; or, if they existed as a party at all, they ex- 
teed asan independent party. The Whig party, it had been 
said, were made up of discordant matetials. He admitted that 
it was made up ef men possessing different principles, but who 
were willing to merge all minor differences of opinion for the 

reat common purpose of breaking down this Administration. 
fe was understood to say that he wovuid rally on any man, 
whatever his principles, to effect that great pur He ex- 
amined the pretensions of General Harrison to the Presidency, 
as compared with those of Mr. Van Buren, contending that the 
claims of the former were superior to the latter. 

Mr. GOODE followed, and, in the course of his remarks, ex- 
amined the character of the Treasury Note bill, contending that 
it was not constitutional. He was arguing that the Sub-Trea- 
sury system was as much in conflict with popular rights as the 
banking system. He was about proceeding into an examina. 
tion of its prineiples, when 
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Mr. VANDERPOEL made a 


int of order. The bill bef 
the committee was the civil an before 


i id diplomatic appropriation dill; 
and the gentleman was discussing the Sub-Treasury bill. He 
therefore calledthe gentleman to order for irrelevancy of de. 


te. ; 

The CHAIR said that he had, at an early part of the discus. 
sioa on this bill, when the gentleman from Ohio (Mr. WELLER) 
was called to order for discussing this very question, promptly 
decided that he was not in order; but the committee thought 
proper not to sustain the Cuatr. As the question was, how. 
ever, again raised, he must say that the gentleman from Ohio 
was notin order to indulge in this irrelevaney of debate. As he 
was called upon to decide, he mnet say that the gentleman was 
out of order; and after a few remarks from Messrs. VANDER. 
POEL. BROWN of Tennessee, and DAWSON, 

Mr. L. WILLIAMS appealed trom the decision of the CHary 
on the ground thatthe House went into Comittee on the state of 
the Union generally; and particularly the bill before it. The 
gentlernan was therefore perfectly in order in the latitude of 
discussion he had taken. 

Mr. CHAPMAN of Alabama said it was the understanding 
that the utmost lattitude would be allowed to this bill, and 
hoped that the gentleman would withdraw his point of order; 
but on some other bill, the first that should come up, he was 
determined that irrelevancy of debate should be prevented; and 
he would raise the question of order, if no other person thought 
proper to doso. — 

The question being on the appett, the committee was divided; 
and there were—ayes 49, noes 25; and no quorum voting, 

The committee rose, ad the chairman reported that fact to the 


ouse. 

Mr. L. WILLIAMS moved that the House adjourn; but the 
yeas and nays having been ordered, he withdrew the mo- 
tion, 

On motion of Mr. STANLY, a call of the House was or- 
dered, and having been proceededin until 122 members an- 
swered to their names, al! further proceedingsin the same was 
dispensed with. A quorum being present, 

The House again resolved itself into committee, and resumed 
the consideration of the civil and diplomatic bill. 

The question being on the appeal, and Messrs. Carter and 
Davis of Indiana, having been appointed tellers to take a count 
reporied—ayes 86, noes 22: no quorum having voted. = 

The committee again rose, aud the chairman reported that 
fact to the House. 

Mr. DAVIS of Indiana moved a cal) of the House. 

Mr. R. GARLAND moved that the House adjourn. 

Mr. WELLER demanded the yeas and nays; which were or- 
dered, and were—yeas 32, nays 89. 

Mr. GOODE intimated to the House that he would not trou- 
ble the committee with any further remarks, and hoped the 
House would again go into committee, and dispose of the dill. 

Mr. ADAMS did not think it was proper, after so much irre. 
levancy of debate as had been indulged in by other members 
that the gentleman from Ohio should be put down. He moved 
that the ii ouse adjourn. : ; 

The SEEAKER decided the motion was not in order, no ac- 
tion having been had by the House since the yuestion was taken 
on the mouon to adjourn. : 

The House again went into committee, and resumed the con- 
sideration of the bill. 

The question being on the appeal, both the appeal and the 
point of order were withdrawn; when 

Mr. GOODE finished his argument in relation to the Sub- 
Treasury bill, and gave notice that he intended, when that bill 
came up for consideration, to §° mote into detail. 3 

Mr. OGLE rose, and was addressing the committee in relation 
to the furniture in the President’s House, and by way of expla- 
nation and reply to the two gentlemen from Massachueette, 
(Messrs. Lincotn and ApAMs,j and the gentleman from Mis. 
souri, (Mr. Jameson,) who attac ked his former remarks on that 
subject; but, before he proceeded far, : 

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi rose to a point of order. 
He called the gentleman to order for irrelevancy of debate; 
and put it to the gentleman from Pennsylvania, (Mr. Ocxz, | 
whether it comported with his dignity, and his sense of what 
was due to the committee, after already —a- three days 
in discussing this question on the bill now under consideration, 
to indulge in a debate of this character at this late hour (124 
o’clock. ae 

The CHAIR again reiterated his former decision—that the 
gentleman wasoutof order. 

Mr. OGLE was about proeeeding, but ; 

Mr. PARRIS objected to his proceeding without permission 
of the committee. 

Mr. L. WILLIAMS appealed from the decision of the Cuain; 
and ate , 

The question being, “Shall the decision of the CHair stand, 
as the judgment of the committee?” tellers were called for to- 
take account, and Messrs. Linco.n ard Parris having been ap- 
pointed such, reported ayes 79, Lves 2; and no quorum 
voting, 

The committee rose; and 

The SPEAKER having reeumed the chair, 

The chairman of the committee reported that fact to the 
House. 

Mr. PARRIS moved a call of the House. 

Mr. WILLIAM B. CALHOUN moved that the House ad- 


ourn. 
: Mr. PETRIKIN demanded the yeas and nays; which having 
been ordered, were—y eas 34, nays 85. 

So the House refused to adjourn. ; 

Mr. DUNCAN moved a call of the House; which was or- 
dered; and having been proceeded in till 114 members answered 
to their names. 

Mr. FILLMORE said experience had taught him thatall at- 
tempts to compel the attendance of members, and to force ques- 
tions, at such an unseasonable hour, proved abortive; he there- 
fore hoped, by universa] consent, the House would agree to ad- 
journ, with that understanding, by oll parties, that the questioa 
should be taken = the bill to-morrow. He accordingly made 
that motion to adjourn. : 

Mr. DROMGOOLE demanied the yeas and nays; which hav- 
i ee ILLMORE withdred his motion 

a withare ns 
The ae then proceeded in watil 123 gentleman an- 


swered to their names; and the list of absentees having been 
called over for excuses, the following gentlemen were excuse: 
for various reasons, viz: Messrs. ANDREWS of Kentucky 
Marvin, Anxprrson of Kentucky, Bipptz, W. O. Bur 
LER, CAMPRELL of 


Tennessee, Mark A. Coopsr, Prorrit, 
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TCHER, GRANCER, Hat, Hoox, Jonnson of Ten 
a ee, McCuLLocu, Mepitt, Nayior, ParMen 
oe Peck, Pors, RAYNER, CHAS. SHEPPARD, Resp, Smitu of 
re aa, ‘TALIAFERRO, TuRNEY, UNpERWoop, 8S. WiLtiams, 
4 grt, Bynum, Ware of Louisiana, Eversrr, Petrixin. 
-—~ House refused to excuse the following gentlemen, viz. 
Messrs. ANDERSON, JuDSON ALLEN, Bonn, Borrs, Briccs, 
BrowN, CARROLL, Criark, Cranston, Curtis, Garret Davis, 


vorkins, Ket, Marvin, MonTANYA, STRONG, STBWaAkT, 
quompson Of South Carolina, Wisk, Wortnincton, and 
PICKENS. 


Mi. DAWSON suggested that it would be better to adjourn 
now with the understanding that the question should be taken 
‘nto-morrow. He, therelore, moved all further proceedings 
in thecall be dispensed with. E 
“Mr. DUNCAN demanded the yeas and nays; which hav. 
ing been ordered, the question was taken, and disagreed to. — 

Mr. LINCOLN said there were items in the bill which 
would necessarliy create discussion; and it was obvious that 
ihe bill could uot be got out of committee to-night; he therefore 
renewed the motion to suspend all further proceedings in the 


o. McKAY hoped gentlemen would see the reasonableness 
of the proposition of the gentieman from Massachusetts. He 
hoped the suggestion would be acted upon. 

Mr. FILLMORE meved that the House adjourn. 

Mr. STEENROD demanded the yeas and nays; which hav- 
nz been ordered, the motion to adjourn was withdrawn. 

Me. MONTGOMERY said that, on all former eccasions, he 
had protested against understandings of this kind; and he did 
soun the present Occasion. 

Mr. STANLY also protested. 

The question was then taken on the motion to suspend all 
further proceedings in the call, and decided in the negative. 

Mr. STANLY hoped the House would adjourn, and meet 
again in the morning. He did not see what good could be ef- 
fected by remaining t.ere. Hehad several amendments which 
he thoughtit his duty to offer. 

Mr. DAViS of Indiana moved that the absontees be sent for 
and taken into the custody of the Sergeant-at-Arms. 

Mr. DAWSON appealed to the chairman of Ways and 
Means whether his experience @id not teach him that it 
would be impossible to get members there before four o’clock, 
when a call was ordered under such circumstances. 

Mr. JON» agreed that we might not get the members there 
pefere fuuro’clock. But he was satisfied that, unless they sub- 
mitted to privations, they would never get through with the 
public business. 

Mr. CUSHING suggested that 1t would be very improper to 


continue the call, and drag members from their beds to decide | 


upon a pointof order. lt the House consented now to adjourn, 
that question would not come up before one o’clock; at which 
tine the members would be in a goodhumor. He appealed to 
the House whether a quorum could be procured betore six 
clock. Even then nothing could be gained by it, as the House 
must shortly afterwards adjourn ,to enable members to seck 
wat repose of which they have been so unnecessarily deprived. 

Mr. BOYD moved the previous question on the motion to 
end forthe absent members; which was secorfded, andthe 
ain question ordered. 

Mr. CUSHING hoped that the motion might be putin writing, 
«that there might be a regular and legal call. The call u- 
dered on recent occasions was not legal. 

Mr. DAWSON moved that the House adjourn. 

Mr. DAVIS of Indiana demanded the yeas and nays; which 
were ordered, and were—yeas 35, nays 67. So the House re- 
jused to adjoutn. 

The question then recurring on the motion to send for the 
absent members, 

Mr. FILLMORE suggested a modification of the motion go as 
torequire that the Sargeant-at-Arms sheuld produce the absent 
members by ten o’clock in the morning, to which time he 
hoped the House would have arecess, 

On motion of Mr. THOMAS of Maryland, the yeas and nays 
having been ordered on the motion to suspendthe motion to 
send forthe absent members, were—yeas 57, nays 37. So the 
House determined to send for the absent members. 

Mr. GRAVES said it was evidently impossible to get through 
this bill in twelve hours; and moved to reconsider the vote,to 
compel the attendance of members. 

Mr. WELLER moved the previous question on that motion; 
which was not seconded. 


Mr. PETRIKIN said ashe had been excused, he would, as 
an impartial man, move to reconsider the vote; and that the 
Sergeant-at-Arms be authorized to compel the attendance of 


Sane at 10} oclock, and that the House take a recess till that 
our, 


Mr. RIVES thought it was unnecessary to move a reconside- 
ration. He was in favor of compelling not only those who were 
absent on the first call, but all those who had answered to their 
sames and subsequently absented themselves. 


Mr. BANKS thought it would be better that the Sergeant-at* 
Arms be instructed to have the absentees forthcoming at 11 
vclock. He did not wisi to avoid the rule by such suggestion; 
but to have itexecuted. He thought it would be better to re- 
tousider the former vote, and adopt a resolution to compel the 
atendince of the members at that hour. 

Alter a few remarks by Mr. GRAVES, 


Mr. DILLET said he felt some indignation that the gentleman 
«veral hours ago did nol agree to suspend the proceedings in 
\'smatter. As they were unwilling then, he was perfectly 
willing to tet them work it out their owo way. Let those who 
¥ere so strenuous some three hours ago, pursue the call, and 
see what they can make of it. 

Mr. STANLY moved the previous question on the motion to 
aes which was seconded, and the main question or- 


















Mr. DUNCAN demanded the yeas and nays; which were or- 
cered, and were—yeas 45, nays 50. 

So the House refused w reconsider the order to compel the 
utendance of members. 


Mr. RIVES moved that the House take a recess un‘il 11 
clock, 


Nr. CUSHING euhmitied to the Car, as a point of order, 
iat the motion of the gentleman from Virginia (Mr. Rives] 
Was hot in orler, the House being in the process of executing an 
vtder for a cai! of the Flouse. 

The SPEAKER, in reply to the question of order raised by 
seg PING, said that a motion te adjourn was at all times in 
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Mr. CUSHING submitted that there was a difference between 
a recess and an adjournment. 

Mr KEMBLE moved that the House adjourn. 

Mr. DUNCAN demanded the yeas and nays; which having 
been ordered, were—yeas 22, nays 65. 

So the House refused to adjourn. 

Mr. RIVES moved to take a recess till 10 e’clock. 

Mr. CUSIJING raised a point of order. The House must 
either continue or suspend the call, It could adjourn, but uot 
take a recess. 

The SPEAKER decided that the motion was not In order. 

Mr. HOLLEMAN argued that it was in order, and took an ap- 
peal from the decision of the SPEAKER. 

Messrs. DROMGOOLE and CUSHING supported the deci- 
sion of the Caarr ina few remarks; when 

Mr. DUNCAN said that the House was told eve: y day that 
the Administration had a majority, yet it would be seen thata 
a minority had as much power as that majority. % can render 
the majority powerless by the course oi proceeding a'opted 
this night, and defeat action on the public business. The power 
of this minority was a negative one, which was equal to a 
Pposilive power. The circumstances of the couutry impert- 
ously demand that this bill shall be passed. The pubhe ser 
Vice is suffering throughout every branch; and he was anxious 
that the country should know what party it was that was now 
delaying action on the public businees. 

After a few remarks in opposiuen to the decision of the 
Cuan, 

Mr. DAVIS of Indiana moved the previous question on the 
appeal; which having been seconded, the main question was or- 
dered; which main question was, “Shall the decision of the 
Cnam stand as the judgment of the House?” and the said ques- 
tion having been put, the decision was sustained. 

Mr. FILLMORE inquired if it was in order so to re-order the 
cali asto compel the attendance f those who le/t the hall afer 
having answered to their names when the rol] was first called 

The CHAIR decided that it was not in order to have two calls 
at the same ume. 

Mr. FILLMORE took an appeal from that decision of the 
Cnar. 

Mr. LINCOLN adverted to former precedents in opposition 
to the opinion of the Cnar, that all who absented themselves 
after having answered totheir names when the roll was called, 
were included in the order, and compelled to attend. This was 
done by first calling over the names again 

Afieraf.wiemaiks by Messrs. BANKS and LEWIS WIL- 
LIAMS, 

Mr. GRAVES said no good could grow out of this proceed 
ing, and moved ail further action in the same be dispensed 
with. 

Mr. HAND appealed to the gentleman whether it was noi 
due to the members who were here, and to facilitate the publi 
business, that the call should be proceeded in. It was the second 
time thathe had been compelled to remain there all night, anid 
more than one half of the members were permitted to absent 
themselves. He suggested whether the consequence of letting 
them off at this time would not be taken advantage of hereaficr, 
to agreater extent. L[ehall insist that the order be fulfilled, 
and they be compelled to attend. Break up the naps of these 
quiet gentlemen. Let the Sergeant-at-Arms bring them up, 
and let them be dealt with them as they merit. Mr. H. con- 
cluded by moving the previous question on the ‘motion to sus- 
pend the call; which was seconded, and tne main question or 
dered. 

Mr. DUNCAN demanded the yeasand nays on the main 
question; which having been ordered, were—yeas 31, nays 61. 
So the refused to suspend all further proceeding in the call. 

Mr. HABERSHAM suggested that, by the list of yeas and 
nays just taken, it coald be ascertained what members had ab- 
sented themselves since they first answered to their names, 
with a view of compelling their attendance. 

Mr. DROMGOOL® presumed that the door-keeper did his 
duty, by preventing gentlemen passing out except ou a pledge 
ofreturn. The presumption was that ne gentleman had vio- 
lated. If they had, he would be for arraigning them for com- 
mitting an offence against the rule. 

Mr. LINCOLN moved an order, in substance, that all the 
members who had absented themselves since the call was com- 
menced, after having answered to their names, should be taken 
into the custody of the Seigeat-at-Arms, to be dealt with in 
the same manneras those who were absent previous to the 
call. 

Mr. GRAVES objected, and raised the’ point of order, that 
it was not in order for a minority to do but two acts: to adjourn 
or to compel the attendance of members. There being but a 
minority present, they could not adopt this order, or transact 
any other business, 

Mr. FILLMORE argued that if a minority had the right to 
have a call, they could prescribe the mode to carry out that 
call. The proposition was clearly in order. 

The debate having been further continued by Messrs, TIL- 
LINGHAST, LINCOLN, and SMITH of Maine. : , 

Mr. CUSHING demanded the previous question, which was 
ordered. 

Mr. GRAVES then demanded the yeas and nays on the main 
question, which were ordered, and were—yeas 64, nays 11. So 
the order was adopted, and the Sergeant-at-Arms directed to 
take the absentees into custody. 

The naineof Mr. Briacs being firston the list, hestated that 
he had no excuse that would be considered valid-. He had re- 
mained in the House until 11 o’clock. 

Mr. RIVES moved that Mr. Briccs be discharged on payment 
of the fees. 


Mr. DROMGOOLE opposed the motion. His experience 
had taught him the fine was in most cases nominal. He thought 
aproper example ought to be made of those who had thus 
stayed away all night. Mr. D. then moved to amend the motion, 
so as to fine Mr. Bricgs ten dollars, leaving his discharge as an 
after consideration. 

On the motion to amend, Mr. L. WILLIAMS demanded the 
yeas aid nays; which being ordered, were—yeas 46, nays 34. 
So the amendment was agreed to. 

The question then being on agreeing to the motion as amend- 
ed, it was decided in the affirmative. 

r. BRIGGS wished to know, first, where the rule was to be 
found under which the fine had been inflicted, and, second, 
whether he was required to pay the money before proceeding 
to his dutiea. ; 

Mr. Totanp being next called, Mr. DROMGOOLE imade the 
same motion in relation to him, as he thought the same fine 
ought to be exacted from all, 
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Mi. VANDERPOEL moved to amend that motion, go as to 
empower the Seigeant at-Arms to deduct the amuunt from the 
per diem aliowanceo! Mr Totanp; but subsequently modified 
it, so that Mr. T. should not be discharged until the fine had 
been paid. 

A long discussion then took place between Messrs. HAND, 
BRIGGS, VANDERPOEL, KIVES, DROMGOOLE, Mc- 
KAY, anl LEWIS, in relation to the eonstitutional power of 
the House to impose a fine exceeding that specified in the 
rules. Messrs. BRIGGS, HAND, and LEWIS contended, 
with much earnestuess, that the House had no such power. 
Mr. LEWIS subsequently moved a reconsweration of the vote 
by which the fine of §10 had been inflicted upon Mr. Briecs. 

On this motion, Mr. DAVIS of Indiana called the previous 
question; which wasseconded. The question was then taken 
on the motion to reconsider, and it was decided in the affir- 
mative. 

Thre question then recurred on the adoption of the propost- 

on to fline. 

ti Mr. HAND moved to amend the resolution by striking out 
the tine of $10, aud inserting that Mr. Brices be discharged on 
payment of the regular fees. This amendment was agreed to, 
and the resolution, as amended, being adopted, Mr. Briccs was 
ordered to be discharged on payment of the fees. 

Mr. DROMGOOLE then withdrew his motion in reference 
to Mr. ToLanp, inasmuch as he considered the vote just taken 
as gens the sense of the House on the subject. 

; Mr. Totanb was then discharged on payment of the regu- 
ar fees. 

The following gentlemen, in the custody of the Sergeant-at 
Arms, whose excuses were not deemed sufficient, were dis- 
charged from his custody by the paymentof feea, viz: Mesars. 
Mason of Ohio, Warren, Gippines, Brown of Mississippi, 
WortHINGTon, Smitn of Connecticut, Swensy, W. Tromp- 
son, ALLEN of Ohio, Beit, Grirvitn, and STARKWBATHER. 

The following gentlemen were discharged without the pay- 
ment of fees, viz: Mesers, Strona and Henry. 

The following gentlemen having been returned as sick, were 
excused, viz: Messrs. Brockway and Buriger of South Caro- 
hoa 

Mr. FILLMORE moved that the Honse adjourn. 

Mr. LLAND demanded the yeas and nays; which were order- 
ed, and were—yeas 25, nays 66. 

So the House refused to adjourn. 

Mr. FILLMORE tavved to dispense with the further procced- 
ings of the call. 

Mr. DUNCAN demanded the yeas and nays. 

Mr. MASON hoped tie House would go to breakfast 
House could take a recess. 
the motion would prevail, 
The yeas and nays having been ordered, were—yeas 24, nays 
th \, 

So the House refused to dispense with further proceedings in 
ihe eall. 

The following gentlemen were discharged from the custody 
of the Sergeant-at-Arms, on the paynient of fees, viz: Messrs. 
Srorrs, Mitcuery, Evans, SALTONSTALL, Gentry, Thome 
son of Mississippi, and Jameson; and Mr. Crass was dis- 
charged withontthe payment of tees. 

Mr. BRIGGS suggested the propriety of ofthe House taking a 
recess, with the understanding that the bill should be disposed 
of to-day; upon which suggestion Messrs. CLIFFORD and 
HAND objected, on the ground that all their efforts of the night 
would prove abortive; and all the arrangements of the kind 
heretofore made had been violated; it was, therefore, impract- 
cable 

Mr. HAND said, a great many of the members that a few 
minutes ago had auswered to their names, had absented them- 
selves; and hope d they would be taken Inte custady, 

The CHAIR said if the gentleman would name any mem- 
bers, it would be competent to authorize the Sergeant-at-Arms 
to take them into custody. 

Mr. HAND said he could name the gentieman from Maine, 
{Mi. A. Smurn,} aod he would make the inotion that he be taken 
Into custody; which was agreed to. 

Mr. PRENTISS moved to rescind that order 
man from Maine had been in his seat all night. 

Mr. CLIFFORD said his colleague had been there all night, 
and had just that moment stepped out. 

Mr. HAND, for the purpose of ascertaining who had left the 
hall since they answered to their names, said he would call for 
the yeas and nays; which were ordered, and were—yeas 62, 
nays 12, 

So the order in relation to Mr. Sautn was resciaded. 

The following gentlemen, having been called up for excures, 
they were heard and deemed unsatisactory, and were dis- 
charged from the cnstody of the Sergeant-at-Armes on the pay: 
ment of fees, viz: Messrs. J. GARLAND, Rocers of New Yoik, 
and Dana. when 

Mr. MONTGOMERY moved that the House adjourn. 
which motion, 

Mr. JONES of Virginia demanded the yeas and nays; which 
were ordered, and were—yeas 2"), nays 62, 

So the House refused to adjourn. 

Mr. McKAY, at about 9 o’clock, a. m. offered the following 
resolution: 

Resolced, That the Sergeant-at-Arms be directed to take ef- 
ficient measures to have the remainder of the absentees befure 
the House at 12 o’clock this day, to wit: Tuesday, the 25th of 
Apvil, and that the House do now adjourn to that hour. : 

Mr. McK. hoped that the House would adopt the resolution, 
nad let the members go home to their breakfast, and then they 
could meet atthe time spec:fied in the resolution. 


Mr. A. SMITH would ask leave to say a word personal to 
himself. It was the first time that he had had occasion to do so. 
After a session of twenty-four hours, without rest, he had left 
the hall for not more than twenty minutes, to obtain such re- 
fieshment as his exhausted strength required. Almost every 
member who had remaine:! in the hali doriug the night, had 
done the same, During thisshort absence, Mr. 8. learned that 
a member{Mr. Hanp] had taken the liberty to propose that 
he, with two other gentlemen, be sent for and brought into the 
House. Itis a trite maxin, “de gustibus nel est dispu/an- 
dum” {Te had no disposition to dispute any gentleman’s right 
to make himself appear ridiculous before this House and the 
country. He claimed the right, however, to let his constituents 
and the country understand the reason that such a vote had 
been spread upon the records of the House, and he envieé not 
the satisfaction which the gentleman might enjoy for having 
singled him out for arrest by the Sergeantat-arma under the eis. 
cumstances named, 
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Mr. 8’s only object ic rising was to let his constituents under- 
stand why he was absent twenty-five minutes from the House. 

Mr. HAND said he was aware that nothing could be done 
in the House, there being only seventy-four members present 
The Speaker said that the absentees could not be called with 
out being named; and Mr. H. among other names, had mention- 
ed that to Mr. Smirn 

Mr. McKAY’S resolution was then read; when 

Mr. LEWIS WILLIAMS asked whether it did not require 
two-thirds to adopt it? 

The SPEAKER aaid it did not 

Mr. HAND thereupon called for the yeas and nays , which 
were ordered; but before they were takei, 

Mr. McKAY withdrew the resolution. 

After a few moments inaction, and the hour of 9} a. m. hav- 
ing arrived, 

Mr. CONNER moved that all further proceedings in the 
call of the House be dispensed with. 

Mr. BOYD called for the yeas and nays; which were ordered, 
and resulted—ayes 25, noes 67: no quorum voting. 

So the call was not dispensed with 

Mr. LINCOLN stating that he had enjoyed no sleep for 
three nights, and partaken no food since yesterday, asked leave 
of absence for an hour; which leave was granted 

The BPEAKER then resumed the call upon absentees for 
their excuses; when 

Mr. Kem, on account of indispoeition, and Mesars. Srxona, 
James, Cuntis, W.C. Jonnson, Cranston, and Henry, all 
whosejexcuses were deemed suthcient, were discharged trom 
the cusvody of the Sergeant-at-Armes, without the payment of 
lees 

And the fellowing gentlemen, excuses W 
deemed eufficient, were discharged from the 
Sergeant-at-Arms, upon payment of lees, viz 

Messrs. Fornance, Doic, Wetisr, Dawson, Jenircr, 
Panris of Ohio, Catnoun, Gosoin, GaLeaarra, JoHNSTON 
ot New York, Cra, Back, Hitt et Virginia, Dennis, Hon, 
Hits of North Corolina, Siaps, C. HW. Wittiams, Cross, Cor 
arrr, and Wick. 

(Mr. Wick stated that his absence was pot of will, but of ne 
ceesity. Vhat he is hable to aviacks of vertigo; that finding 
himeseclfin danger from the same, not me rely of illness, but of 
death, be left the House at this moraiog, with the 
view of obtaing relief by the usual remedy of being old.) 

Mr. EVEREST ina le a motion to remit the fines which had 
imposed, and that the House adjourn, to meet at 12 
o'clock; but the motion being opposed, and the yeas and nays 
veing demanded, Mr. BE. withdrew the mouon 

Mr. CRANSTON atated that he undeistood the fines imposed 
never Were exacted from the members, and he moved to remit 
the fees which had been imposed 

Mr. CUSHING moved to amend the motion by 
aleo those Imposed on the 21h of March fast.’ 

The motion wasdebated by Mesers DA WSON and SLADE, 
ev the cround that all the fines remitted were taken trom the 
‘Treasury of the United States; that the operation worked with 
inequality; some who were absent for weeks at a ume, re- 
mained unnoticed, while those absent fur a single night were 
fined 

On motion of Mr. PETRIKIN, the motion was laid upon the 
table, 

The report of the Sergeant-at-Arms was rea 1, stating that 
many members (the names of whom were read) after a most 
scruunizing hunt, aud the greatest vigilance on his part, could 
not be detected 

Mr. MITCHELL moved that all further proceedings in the 
call of the House be dispensed with 

Mr. JOHNSTON of New York moved that the names of ab 

entees be read; when 

Messrs. G AINNELL and CLARK, who were in the custody of 
the Sergeant-at-Arms, made excises to the House, which were 
not deemed satisfactory, aud were discharged on payment of 
16e8 

Mr. BLACK moved to suspend all further proceedings tm re- 
lation ty those why were absent from the city, aad all who were 
eck. 

The SPEAKER then put the question to suspend all fur 
ther proceedings in the call of the House; which was dis- 
azreed to. 

Mr. TALIAFERRO moved that all meinbers now 1 the city, 
and absent from the House, be considered in defauit and fined, 
and that they be discharged, on making a proper excuse to the 
House. 

Mr. DROMGOOLE objected to this proposition ae 
Men could not be fined, unless in custody, etc.; and 

After some coaveraation between Messrs. SMITH of Maine 
and BRIGGS, 

Mr. TALIAFERRO withdrew bis motion 

Mr. CRAIG offered a resolution, to the effect that the 
eentees wiigse cases had vot been disposed of, be severally 
called on, when they appeared in the House, to show cause why 
they should vot be tined fer their delinquency, which resolutiun, 
however, he subsequently with lrew 

Mr. EVERETT woved that all further proceedings in the 
ca!! of the House be dispensed with; and, on that motion, called 
tor the yeas and nays. After som: debate of a conversauonal 
character, and having ascertained that the Sergeant-at-Arms 
had succeeded in cajnuring another squad of members, the 
motion was withdrawn by the mover 

The SPEAKER again resumed the call of the absentees for 
excuses, when 

Mr. Jonnson of Maryland was discharge’ without payment 
of fees; and Messrs. Kine of Georg.a, and Rouss2.y, were dis 
charged on payment of fees. 

Mr. C. H. WILLIAMS moved that Messrs. Uint of North 
Carolina, SLaps, and CLark, be excuse! without payment of 
tees 

Mr. PETRIKIN moved to lay the motion on the table 

Mr. ©. H. WILLIAMS called for the yeas and nays; which 
were ordered, and were—yeas 82, nays Ol. 

So the motion was laid on the table. 

Messrs. Hasrincs, Prorrit, and Morris of Pennsylvania 
were then discharged trum custody, on payment of fees. 

Mr. LINCOLN begged leave to read a regoluuion, witha 
view to obviate the recurrence of scenes like the present 

Leave being granted, the resolution was read, as follows: 

Resolved, That the tollowing be added to the standing rules 
of the House, as a substitute for rule 61, which is hereby re- 
scinded 

61. Whenever a member shall be discharged from custody, 
and ad nitted to his eeat, unless his absence shall be excused by 
she House, he sha!l forfeit for every instance ef such unexcused 















whose ‘re pot 


custody of the 


3 o'clock 


been 


adding, ‘and 


nregulat 


tb- 





I SS 


ST 


CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 





absence, the amount ofone day’s pay; and, moreover, shall pay 
the fees of the Sergeant-at-Arms, or special messenger by whom 
he shall be sent for or taken into custody. And it shall 
be the duty of the Cirer« of the House, in every such case, im- 
ngpdiately thereafter, to certify the name of such absentee to the 
Sergeant-at-Arms, who shall make corresponding deductions 
from the pay of the delinquent members, retaining the amount 
of fees to his own use, or (hat of the special messenger making 
the arrest. 

The Sergeant-at-Arms shal! in no instance make a final setile- 
ment of the account of any member of this House, until the day 
of adjournment of both Houses at the close of the seasion, unless 
said member has been excused from attendance by a vote of the 
House. 

Mr. BANKS was understood to say that he was in favor of 
the resolution, or sume proposition of the kind. He thought a 
penalty should be attached to the practice of gentlemen ab- 
senting themselves froin the House, to the great detriment of 
the public business; but he did not think the resolution was in 
order at that stage of the proceeding. 

The CHATR decided the resolution to be out of order. 

Mr. BANKS insisting on his motion, that all further proceed- 
ings in the call of the House be dispensed with, it was agreed 
to; and 

The SPEAKER having stated that a quorum was now pre- 
sent, 

The House again went into Cominittee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union, (Mr. Casgy in the chair,) and resumed the 
consideration of the civil and diplomatic bill. 

The CHAIRMAN stated that the first business in order was 
the decision of the Cuair, that the gentleman from Pennsyl- 
vania (Mr. Ociye] was out of order tor irrelevancy of debate, 
ard from which the gentleman from North Carolina [Mr. L. 
Wictiams} had takenan appeu. 

The CHAIR then put the question, whether the decisioa of 
the Cuam should be the judgment of the committee; when 

Mr. L. WILLIAMS withdrew his appeal. 

The reading of the bill proceeded. 

Mr. J. W. JONES moved an amendment, striking out 
$3 000 asthe salary of the Commissioner of Pensions, and in- 
serling $2,500, to make it correspond with the amount recently 
fixed in the law regulating the same. ; 

Mr. W. COST JOHNSON asked whether, by retaining the 
$500, it would leavethe salary of the Commissioner of Pen- 
sions the same as it was at the commegcement of the session? 

Mr. J. W. JONES replied that, b¥ striking out $500, it 
would make the salary in conformity with the act of Congress 
at the present session. 

Mr. W. C. JOUNSON remarked that he was anxious to 
present an amendment, to make 1t what it orginally was at 
the commencement of this session of Congress. The duties of 
that officer having been greatly Increased, it was Important to 
the Government that a mon of talents should fill the place; and 
he should, therefore, vote against reducing his salary. 

Mr. BRIGGS said he knew several gentlemen who supported 
the reduction with a view (Lat the salaries of corresponding of- 
ficers would be reduced at the same rate. He thought justice 
to that individual required thatthe former amount of salary 
should be paid to him That was one of the most valuabie of- 
ficers of the Government, and what made it peculiarly hard 
was, that while hiv pay was diminished, his duues were con- 
siderably increased. 

Mr. FILLMORE called the attention of the House toa rule 
restraining the insertion of any Mem not in conformity with 
law; and the law had fixed the salary at $2,500. 

Mr. BRIGGS said the House could not, in virtue of the rule, 
increase the salary. He was, however, opposed to striking out 
the amountin the bill. Te could see no propriety in singling 
out one of the best officers of the Government—a man whose 
head had grown gray lu te service of the War Department, and 
who, a few months ago, Was awtully smitten by Heaven, which 
calamity would render him a cripple for life, and who had since 
performed his duty under painful circumstances. He hoped 
the motion to sirtke out would not prevail. 

Mr. J. W. JONES concurred in the views of the gentleman 
from Massachusetts |Mr. Baiccs] that the Commissioner wasa 
meritorious officer; bul it would not be in the power of the 
House to place the salary at $3,000 at this time. I/ the salary 
had been found to be $2,500 at the time the appropriation bill 
was before the committee, they would have considered them- 
selves bound to insertit in the bill. By the rules, the House 
could’ not now exceed that sum. 

The CHAIR said that it was not in order to increase or dimt- 
nish a salary fixed by Jaw, by any provision in the appropriation 
bill; but the salary might be appropriated for more or less than 
a year 

Mr. J. W. JONES remarked thatthe bill provided for the sa- 
lary for the present year, and presumed that the last year’s sa- 
lary had been paid 

Mr. W. THOMPSON hoped the case would be met by re- 
epealing so much of the act as fixed the salary of that officer at 
$2,500. Hedid not think that ene so worthy should be made 
the only victim, and wished to offer an amendment; but the 
Crair ruled it out ef order. 

Mr. PETRIKIN said that not only an act of injustice had been 
done, but political trickery had been exhibited; but he was un. 
willing that the rules of the House should be violated tor the 
sakeol rectifying the evil. 

Mr. HUBBARD had only a single remark to make in reply 
to the gentleman from South Carelina, (Mr. THompson,] who 
had once voted to reduce this salary, believing that he could go 
further with i: finding he cannot, he is not willing now to 
“make a vicuum of this officer.” Mr. H. agreed with him that 
$2,509 dollars was a sufficient allowance; and if so, how could 
reducing his salary to a proper allowance make him a victim? 
He would not ouly adhere to his former vote, and go with the 
gentleman, but was sorry to find him faint se soon In the good 
work. 

Mr. PROFFIT proposed to Mr. H. that if they would not 
call the previous question when the bill came into the House, 
he would move a reduction of each head of department $1,000, 
and the President's salary 25 per cent. and to add to the allow- 
ances of laborious officers on low salaries. Ile regretted that 
he had moved this reduction; but he had done so only as an en- 
tering wedge to a general reduction. 

Mr. MONTGOMERY replied to Mr. Prorrit, and reminded 
him that he could not be cut off by the previous question in the 
House, as by the new arrangement the question would have to 
be puton every amendment. Ife would, therefore, have an op- 
portunity to carry out his reform and retrenchment, and he 
challenged him to make the attempt. There was no escape; 





and he held the ger.tleman to his ground 





es 
—_——— 

Mr. POPE thought it cruel to wound the feelings of Mr. BL! 
cer by confining the reductien to his case—especis!ly at Mr. TH 


lent an officer as the Commissioner of Pensions. opportuni 
















He believed 


the House generally regretted what had been done, and Mr. BL: 
not doubt the act on be corrected before the ‘aneston -_ on 
over. . 
Mr. BLACK said, unless it was an extreme case, he was ge Mi. BL 
nerally opposed to the reduction of the salaries of officers, hy — 
reat majority of those who were employed in administerins scowl whic 
the several departments of this Government were but poorly he was mis 


alluding, a 
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tions what 
could not g 
being requ 
submit 
shuting U 
into silence 
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lanation 
te had no | 


paid, if their remuneration might be estimated by the usual 
emoluments of official skill and laber at the South: His co 
sutueats, he was persuaded, were more concerned to procs: 
honest and efficient service, than to ascertain the Very lowes 
salary upon which a man, who abandoned all other occu 
tions, might live without actual starvation. - 
But, sir, (said Mr. B.) I cannot refrain from an EXPression o/ 
surprise at the very extraordinary course which this debate has 
taken. The Whig party on this floor, I speak of them as, 
party, have, upon almost every occasion during this sessjo, 
loudly complained of the lavish and improvident ex “ 
























by this Government of the people’s mouey. They a puga their 
after day, and in almost every debate, whether relevayt] em 
not, charged this Administration with fraud and corruption in Mr. TH 
the disbursement of the Federalreveuue. They were, it had course of | 
seemed, the men, par excelience, of retrenchment, reduction, his way to 
and reform; they have taken all that matter into their own should thi 
hands, and accordingly the gentleman from Indiana (Mr. Pxo; Mr. BLA 
rit} had himself eriginated a measure in this House by whi} boasted th 
the salary of the Commissioner of Pensions was reduced fron Mr Ts 
$3,000 to $2,500. Tniswas a Whig measure, originated aj Me™ 
iutroduced by a prominent and able manof that party, and 4). Me™ " 
though voted for generally by both parties, succeeded maiily by fag Proper 
the strength of the opposite vote. ’ Mr. BL. 
So far, these gentlemen appeared to be acting, at least in this an 
t U 


of the ame 


case, in strict conformity with eit pectoensnm and you may 
to the Con 


well imagine my surprise at the disposition manifested this 
morning tv undo all they had accomplished in this instance 


reduction. It seems thata Whig official is to be made the firs the ae 
victim of this retrenchment; and unwilling to supply a marty; 1 
from their own ranks, they are the first to turn on their heels Mr. fiv 
and refuse to make a practical illustration of their own peculia hire | 
system ofreform. aes 
Sir, how stands the case? The gentleman from Indiana [Mr ae 


Mr. GID 
the gentlen 
against It. 


Prorrit) acknowledges the paternity of the act of reduction 
Before the passage of that act, the salary of the Commissiener 
of the Pension office was $3,000, and it had been so inserted jy, 


"whe 1" 
the appropriation bill now under consideration, Tbe chairmai ae 7 
of Ways and Means had moved, in accordance with that act, to abeer-oog 
sirike out $3,000, and insert $2,500; and, to the astonishment of MM ny mir} 


the House, certain gentlemen of the Opposition, with whon) 
this very reduction originated, refuse to make the reduction 
although required to doit by their own law. Mr. B. had under 
stood that Colonel Edwards, the present Commissioner, was a 
Whiz it be so, does that fact elicit the present extraordinary 


Carolina, [| 
sure that W 
was decide 
individual 


opposition of certain gentlemen to making this official the firs =e 
practical example of retrenchment? And do they now contend a nt 
for a virtual repeal of their own act, by refusing to insert iis hich he i 
retrenching provision into this civil and diplomatic bill, be. rent se 


cause it will operate on one of their own friends? 

But, independently of political cousiderations, how, asked 
Mr. B.can gentlemen consistently get round this law, which is 
ol fuil force, lately passed, and is now among the statutes of the 
United States. That law, I understand, is imperative. If this 
House ever had any discretion in the matter, they exercised it 
when they passed the act of reduction; that having beea dove, 
they can no longer inquire into the expediency of reduction, 


dhim tl 
by his con 
House san 

Mr. JOH 

Mr. HUT 
tion of rec 
gradually | 


eves , bill, 
but are bound to make the appropriation in accordance with eae OM 
the law, as it was written. Ii reform is the object, now is your Bh gne thi 
time; and in order to convince the people of the United States HB ,... 14 rest 


of your sinceri'y and disinterestedness, you now have an oppor 
tunity of making a practical ilustration opens own theory ot 
reform, upon an officer, however worthy, of your own political 


der for ger 
merits of t 


complexion. Mr. B. whatever might be his opinion of salaries, a een 
would be compelled to vote for the motion of the chairmano! Hy. jpn 
the Committee of Ways and Means, and to reduce the compen: HB ihc five 
sation, in obedience to the law, fram $3,000 to $2,500 nissioner 

After some debate between Mr. BRIGGS and Mr. BLACK, By iia pe y 

Mr. THOMPSON of South Carolinaspoke at some length 1n paid ahigt 
defence of his position, and the part he had taken in the trans Biv, poy, 
action: and in the course of his remarks expressed his vegtel Be qy6 yop, 
that the salary of the head of the most Jaborious bureau 1n the Bharie out ; 
Government should have been reduced to relieve another office, Hh). result 
which was almost sinecure. He disclaimed with warmth the Hf iho , 
charge of Mr. Buacx, observing that no man should cast such @ y, RIC 
an imputation on him, and ho man would do so who was po: Hii, wpogr 
sessed of any honorable feelings hitself, and he asked the gen: Office, ans 


tleman from Georgia to say explicitly whether he meant © @ y.'g , 
1mpate to him (Mr. T.) “taking the back track” on this item 1) Hy,-4) appr 
the bill, because the gentleman who filled the office of Commis ropriatio 
sioner was in his politics a Whig? Ite conten 

Mr. BI-ACK said he had been unfortunate that, in the very 


nent 
few words he had uttered, he should have run_ foul of a gentle ae oe 
man so sensitive. The gentleman from South Carolina knew@,,; conten 
enough of him te be satisfied that, if it was intention to insult ot additio 
him, he should do it openly; but if the gentleman thought (OMe in 
draw him from the investigation of the course of any membeHBberyices , 
ofthat House by making it a personal matter, he was at al man fro 
times subject to his call. ies . bis motion 
He had spoken of, and alluded to the political course 0! Mp). a5 
party: he had made no personal attack upon any man; but JONES, | 
the contrary,had directed every word he had said, as he venture", j,:,, 
to believe every other man in the House understood bit, EiGeoroig » 


the political principles and policy of the party to which the ge0-3 ye ey 
tera from South Carolina belonged. 
Mr. THOMPSON here attem ted to resume the floor. 
Mr. BLACK called on the House to permit hm to proceed Mr. CO 
he did not intend patiently to submit to be putdown upontt! 


ttion t 
occasion. Me. TR! 
Mr. THOMPSON claimed the floor; when vie The que 
Mr. BLACK said, if it was intended to cut him off from 30) llers, wh 
other remarks. why, of course. be had nothing further to say. y_ Ck 
Mr. W. THOMPSON asked the gentleman whether he T. Dion, 
puted to him the motive to repeal the act, because he (Mr Mr. DR 
was influenced by considerations that the Commissioner was gered, a 
Whig? th 
Mr BLACK. Does the gentleman expect to confine me The CT 
categorical answers? He would not submit to it here or - Mr VA 
where. He thought he - = enough to release the gen"... 
man from an ‘sonal mputation. m i 
Mr. THOMPSON said he had now asked the gentlemep Proce 


twice, and he still refuged to anewer. 
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———— ee 
said he had uot refused to answer. 
e. a MPSON said, well, then, I give the gentleman an 
‘portunity now of answering. ; y 
mr BLACK. Thew take your seat, sir. When the gen- 
‘man does that, I will answer him. 
oe THOMPSON accordingly took his seat. 


oe nought of obtaining that by the force of a frown or a 


wi which he was unable to obtain by argument from him, 
ee mistaken. In the remarks he had been making, he was 
juding, as he had before said, to the political movements of a 
-~ and wasnottobe deterred by any personal considera- 
pany phatever. What! had it come to this, that a member 
could not get up here to question the course ofa party, without 
being required to make personal explunations? If that were 
d to, it would be a speedy and sure way of 
sputing up their mouths at once; of intimidating them 
ato silence, and of preventing an exposition of party policy 
inl political man@uvring. He would bring this personal ex- 
ignation to a close by repeating what he had betore said, that 
had no intention of attacking any body personally, or to im. 
aga their honor as men. He had attacked their political 
Pane. He had no other explanation to offer. 4 | 
Mr. THOMPSON accepted the explanation, and, in the | 
course of his remarks, said that whenever he should go out of | 
jis way to tell people that they could not browbeat him, he 
should think himselfa fit subject to be browbeaten. 
| 
| 
| 
{ 
| 










BLACK then proceeded to remark, that if the gentle- 
submitte | 







Mr. BLACK. Whenever the gentleman will say that I have 
vasted that I was not to be browbeaten, I will make a reply. 

Mr. THOMPSON said he was willing to take the gentle- 
man’sexplanation, as disclaiming any imputation on his mo- 
tives, and as admitting that his conduct had been upright and 
proper. ’ 

Mr. BLACK. Upright, but not proper. ; 

Mr. W. C. JOHNSON inquired of the Cuam whether it 
would be in order to ¢ ffzr a proposition that five hundred dollars 
of theamount at present appropriated in the bill should be paid 
to the Commissioner, in addition to the salary allowed, whenever 
the !awshould be aJtered to that effect. 

The CHAIR having decided it to be in order, 

Mr. JOHNSON sent to the Cuarr the following amendment: || 

That five hundred dollars of said amount be paid tothe Com- | | 
missioner Of Pensions, in addiuon to his preseot salary oftwo | 
thousand five hundred dollars, whenever increased by law. 

Mr. GIDDINGS was opposed to the amendment proposed by 
thegentleman from Maryland, (Mr. Jounson,] and should vote 
agalast It. 
“Mr. HUNT said he was one of the few—as they now seem to || 
\e considered—unfortunate Whigs who had opposed this reduc- || 
jion when it Was first proposed by his friend from Indiana, [Mr. | 

| 





Psorvit,) and principally supported by his friend from South 
Cayolina, (Mr, Tuompson,} and he would support any mea- | 
sure that would restore the salary to 1ts original amount. He | 
wasdecidedly opposed to making this meritorious officer an 
individual exception to a general rule. 

Mr. PROFFIT said that he had made the motion to reduce 
ie salary of this officer without consultation with any one, and | 
ithout fifleen minutes’ reflection. So far from the party with 
hich he acted being responsible for this motion, his political 
frends around him had found fault with him for making it, and 
old hin they thought he had acted wrong; but he was actuated 
oy his convictions of duty in offering it, and a majority of the 
louse sanctioned it by their vetes, and it was adopted. 

Mr. JOHNSON then withdrew his proposition to amend. 

Mr. HUNT then proceeded to address the House on the ques- 
ion of reducing the salary of the Commissioner, and having 
gradually diverged into the merits of the ludependent Treasury 





ll, | 

Mr. SMITIT of Maine said he rose to make one more effort to 
confine this debate within something like reasonable limits. He 
would respectfully inquire of the Cua whether it was in or- 
der for gentlemen, ii a discussion on this bill, to investigate the | 
merits of the Independent Treasury. 

The CHAIR decided the remarks of the gentleman from 
New York [Mr. Hunt] to be out of order. 

Mr. JENIFER said he would not only vote for a restoration 
ofthe five hundred dollars stricken froin the salary of the Com- 
missioner, but on account of the great increase of his duties, he 
would be willing te go even beyond that amount. Mr. J. then 
ai! ahigh complimentto the industry and talents of the head | 
ofthe Pension Office. 

The vote was then taken on the motion of Mr. Jonxs to | 
arke out $3,000, and insert $2,500, and tellers being demanded, 
‘be result was announced by the Cuar—ayes 93, nves 31. 

So the rmend ment was agreed to. 

Mr. RICE GARLAND moved to strike out the item of $11,600 
for wpographical and additional clerks in the General Post 
Ofice, and a clerk to keep the appropriate account. 

Mr. G. objected to the introduction of such an item in the ge- 
neral appropriation bill. He thoughtif asked for atall, the ap- 
propceasion ought to have been introduced in a separate bill. 
le contended that there was no law for governing the employ- 
nent of additional clerks. 

Mr. JONES referred him to the appropriation bill of 1834; 
od contended that the former practice of introducing the item 
for additional clerks into these bills, warranted the present com- 
lie in doing the same. Mr. J. thenadverted to the valuable 

ies performed by the adilitional clerks, and hoped the gen- 
See Louisiana would see the propriety of withdrawing 
The debate was further continued by Messrs. EVERETT 
ONES, COOPER of Georgia, McKAY, and TRIPLETT’ 
Hie latter gentieman having referred to “the member from 

‘orgia”” as belonging to the Whig party, 


= — asked, Does the gentleman from Kentucky re- 
ome 


Mr. TRIPLETT. 1 do, sir. 

Mr. COOPER. Then I beg the gentleman to withdraw his 
sertion that I belong to his party. 

Mc. TRIPLETT. 1 withdraw it, sir. 

de question on Mr. Garianp’s amendment was taken by 
‘ers, who reported there was no quorua voting. 

Mr. CHAPMAN moved a call of the House; upon which 


ton, 
Mr. DROMGOOLE aske:l forthe yeas aad nays; which were 
dered, and were—yeas S6, nays 33. 
Ro the call was ordered. 
The CLERK was then proceeding with the call. when 
Mr. VANDER POEL, said that he had ascertained that several 
embers haid just come in, and he therefore moved that all fur- 
*t proceedings be dispensed wi.h; upon which motion a divi. 
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sion was called for, and the motion was agreed to—yeas 8, 
nays 39. 

The House then again resolved itself into Committee of the 
Whole, Mr. Caszy in the chair. 

And the question was again taken on striking out, and re- 
sulted—yeas 39, noes 85. 

So the motion was not agreed to. 

Mr. R.GARLAND said the obstructions to the bill ia com- 
mittee might be easily avoided if there was an understanding 
that time would be given to debate it when it was brought into 
the House. 

Mr. GRAVES said he had just been making the same sugges- 
tion to the chairman of the Committee of Waysand Means. 

Mr. DROMGOOLE objected to any bargains and compro- 
mises. 

The reading of the bill was then proceeded with. 

Mr. R. GARLAND moved to strike out the clause in the 
words “for eleven additional clerks in the Post Office Depurt- 
ment, thirteen thousand two hundred dollars.” 

Mr. JONES of Virginia explained, showing that the same 
appropriation had been made in many previous years, and the 
appropriation in the bill in the last year was a sanction to the 
Postmaster General, and the clerks were indispensably necessa- 
ry toconduct the business of the office. 

The question was then taken, and the motion disagreed to— 
ayes 38, nays 82. 

Mr. GRAVES then moved to strike out the section tn the 
words “for compensation to clerks in the cflice of the Surveyor 
General northwest of the Ohio, per actof May 9, 1836, six thou- 
sand three hundred dollars; which, after some remarks from 
Messre. GRAVES, H. EVERETT, and R. GARLAND, in fa- 
vor of the motion, and Messrs. JONES of Virginia, HUB- 
BARD, HOWARD, and CRARY, against it, it was decided in 
the negative without a count. 

Mr. GRAVES called for a division, and the CHAIR an- 
nounced the vote—ayes 31, noes75; no quorum voting, tellers 
were called for, cal they announced the vote—ayes 39, nays 
89; so the amendment was bot agreed to. 

Mr.GRAVES then moved to strike out the section in the words 
“for the office of the Surveyor General rorthwest of the Ohio four 
thousand five hundred dellars;’’ on which, aller some reinarks 
from Messrs. GRAVES, R.GARLAND, and EVANS, in favor, 
and Messrs. JONES and CRABB in opposition to the amend 
ment, the vote was taken, and the CHAIR decided it was 
not agreed to. ; 

Mr. GRAVES called for a division, and the CHAIR an- 
nounced for the amendment 17, against it 82; wo quorum hav- 
ing voted, 

Tellers were demanded, and, being appointed, the vote was 
again taken, and resulted—ayes J3, nves 91. 

So the amendment was rejected. 

Mr. STANLY moved to sirike out the words “three hundred 
dollars,” in the compensation of the Commissioner of Public 
Buildings; which, 

After some remarks from Mr. 
Messrs. JONES aud LINCOLN 
drawn. 

Mr. STANLY moved to strike out, in the compensation to 
the officers and clerks of the brauch mint at Charlotte, North 
Carolina, the words “six thousand dollars,’ aud insert “four 
thousand five hundred dollars ” 

After some remarks from Mr. STANLY in favor of, and Mr 
CONNOR in opposition to the amendment, 

Mr. OGLI' offered, as au amendment to the amendment, to 
strike out all appropriations for the various branch mints at 
Charlotte, Dahlonega, and New Orleans; 

Which, after some remarks from Mr. OGLE in favor of the 
amendment, and Messrs. SUEPARD, LEWIS WILLIAMS, 
and GRAHAM in opposition, was disagreed to. 

Mr. PETRIKIN moved that the committee rise; which was 
agreed to; and 

The SPEAKER having resuined the chair, 

Mr. PETRIKIN moved that the House adjourn; upon which 
question, 

Mr. DUNCAN asked the ayes and noes, which were not 
ordered; 

Andthe House adjourned at half-past 
Tuesday evening. 
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IN SENATE, 
Tuuspay, April 23, 1340 

The CHAIR announced a communication from the Navy 
Department, a a a statement of the contracts made 
by the Commissioners of the Navy during the year 1839. laid 
on the table, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. TAPPAN presented the petitionof Henry T. Goodyear, 
and others, of South Florida, praying a grant of Jand for the 
purpose of raising tropical fruits and other purposes: referred 
to the Committee on Pubiic Lands. 

Mr. TAPPAN also presented the petitionsef Jacob House- 
man, and others, and William C. Bethell, and others, all pray- 
ing for pre-empuion nights to enable then: to make settle- 
meuts on some of the Florida Keys: referred to the same com- 
mittee. 

Mr. PRENTISS, from the Committee on Pensions, made an 
adverse report on the petition of the widow of Jolin Nester; 
which was ordered to be printed. 

Mr. PEARCE, from the same committee, made adverse 
reports on the petitions of William Coley and Hester Hill, which 
were ordered Ww be printed. 

Mr. HUBBARD, from the Commitiee on Claims, to which 
was recommitted tie memorial of D 8. Gardiner, moved that 
the committee be discharged from the further consideration 
thereof; which motion was agreed to. 

Mr. 11. from the same committee, made adverse reports on 
the memorials of James Crook and Susan Murphy; which 

_ were ordered to be printed. 

Mr. LINN, from the Committee on Private Land Claims, to 
which was referred the petition of Robert McCarty, made an 
unfavorable report thereon; which was ordered to be printed. 

Mr. L. on leave, introduced a bill to extend a portion of the 
laws of the United States over the Territory of Oregon; which, 
on motion by Mr. L. was laid on the table, and ordered to be 
printed. 

The resolution submitted by Mr. Lumpxtiy, and laid on the 
table on Friday last, was taken up and adopted. 
> On motion by Mr. HUBBARD, the petition of James Hill 
and Stalker, for the loss of a steamboat, which had been re- 
ported on adversely by the Committee on Claims, was, with 
the ee recommittedto said committes. 

On motion by Mr, WILLIAMS, the several bills that had 
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been presented on the subject of a general bankrupt law were 
taken up, and mace the order of the day for to-morrow week. 

On movion by Mr. LUMPKIN, the Committee on the Post 
Office anc Post Roads was discharged from the further con- 
sideration of the memorial of McCardy and Whitesides, 

Mr. MERRICK, from the Committee for the District of Co- 
lumbia, reported a bill supplementary to the act for the erec- 
tion of a courthouse in the town ef Alexandria, and a bill for 
lighting the Capitol and President’s squares, with the Pennsy|- 
Vania avenue, with carbonated hydrogen gas; which were seve- 
raily read, and ordered to a second reading. 

On mouon by Mr. MERRICK, the communication of Mr. 
Miils, the architect of the public buildings, on the same eub- 
ject, was ordered to be printed. 

The resolution submitted by Mr. Wurre of Indiana, calling 
on the Secretary of the Treasury for information as te the 
names and number of banks in which special deposites were 
made, in anticipation of Treasury notes, was taken up. 

Mr. HUBBARD moved to postpone it indefinitely, on the 
ground that the information had already been communicated by 
the Secretary of the Treasury, in answer to a resolution sub- 
mitted by the gentiem*n from Massachusetts, (Mr. Davis ] 

Afler some remarks trom Messrs. HUBBARD and WHITE, 
the question was taken, and resulted—yeus 17, nays 18. 

Mr. HUBBARD then moved to amend the resolution, by in- 
serting the words, “so far as the same information has not been 
belore communicated to the Senate; which amendment having 
been agreed to, the resolution was adopted. 

Mr. DIXON, trom the Committee on Revolutionary Claims, 
reported a bill for the relief of the heirs at law of Edward 
Wade, deceased; which was read, and ordered to a second 
reading. 

Several reports of the standing cowmittees, that were lying 
on the table, were taken up, and concurred in 

Mr. FULTON, trom the Committee on the Public Buildings, 
to which had been referred the joint resolution from the 
House, for the relief of Masterson and Smith, reported it with. 
cutamendment; and the same being taken up, and considered 
asin committee of the whole, was, after being amended, or 
dered to be engrossed for a third reading. 

On motion by Mr. BENTON, the bill to provide for the set- 
tlement o1 the Claims of the State of Maine for the services of 
her militia, was taken up, and considered as in committee o! 
the whole, aud ordered to be engrossed for a third reading. 

On motion by Mr. HUBBARD, the bill forthe settlement of 
the claims of the Siate of New Hampshire for the services of 
her militia, was taken up, and cousidered as in committee? of 
the whole, and ordered to be engrossed for a third reading. 

On mouon by Mr. SEVIER, the joint resolution from the 
House to continue two clerks employed in the office of the Com 
iaissioner of Indian Aflairs, was taken up, and considered as in 
comiittee of the whole, and ordered to be engrossed for a 
third reading. 

Phe bill im addition to the acts respecting the judicial system 
of the United States, was taken up, and, after a debate, ii 
which Messrs. WEBSTER, CRITTENDEN, HENDERSON, 
BUCHANAN, and SMITH of lodiana took part, was ordered 
tu be engrossed for a third reading. 

The bil to amend the act enutied an act supplementary to 
the actto ameud the judidial system of the Unned States, wa« 
taken up, acd was discussed by Messrs. BUCHANAN, CLAY.- 
TON, WEBSTER, SMITH of lodiana, GRUNDY, and MER 
RICK; but before taking any question, 

The Senate adjourned. 


IN SENATE, 
WebNEsSDAY, April 29, 1540 

Mr. CLAY of Kentucky presented a petition of a nun.ber of 
citizens engaged in the hat making business, praying for an 
lapositien of a duty on foreign articles connected with the 
manutacture of hate; which was reterred to uie Commitice on 
Manutactures, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. RUGGLES presented the petition of citizens of Wash. 
ington county, Me. praying the enactment of a genera! batik- 
lupt law; which was laid on the table. 

Mr. TAPPAN offered certain depositions taken in the case of 
Lanetree and O'Sullivan; which were ordered to be printed 

Mr. ALLEN, from the Commitice on Foreign Relations, to 
which was referred the memorial of William D. Jones, made 
an adverse report thereon; which was ordered to be printed. 

Mr. PRENTISS, from the Committee on the Public Lands, 
to which was referred the memorial of the ‘Polish Exiles,’ 
praying to be allowed to settle and cultivate the lands heretofore 
granted to them by the United States, and the petition of a 
nunsber of eettlers on the public lands in Hlinois, praying that 
their pre-emption rights may not be affected by the grant to the 
Polish Exiles, asked to be discharged fiom their further con- 
s:deration; which was agieed to 

Mr. LINN, from the Committee on Private Land Clamme, 
to which was referred the memorial of Joshua Kennedy, made 
an averse reportthereon; which was ordered to be printed. 

Mr. LINN also, from the same committee, reposted a bill 
confirming to Joshua Kennedy, assignee of Cornelius McCur- 
tin, his tile to an igland in the Teosaw river; 
which wasiead, and ordered to a second reading. 

Mr. KING, from the Committee on Commerce, to which was 
referred the resviution in relation to the extension of the port 
of New Orleans, reported a bill to extend the limite of the port 
of New Orleans; which was read, and ordere: tv a second 
seading, and the report ordered to be printed. 

On motion ly Mr. PRESTON, the bill to regulate the duties 
on the importation of productious of the fine aris, was conel- 
dered as in committee of the whole, and ordered to be engrossed 
for a third reading. 

The joint resolution for the relief of Langtree and O'Sullivan, 
was taken up. and discussed by Mesers. TAPPAN, SOUTH. 
ARD, WHITE, SMITH of Indiana, aud ALLEN, and was, on 
motion by Mr. A. laid on the table. 

BILLS PASSED. 
. The joint resolution from the Hous, for the reliefof Mastr- 
son and Smith; 

The bill to previde for the settlement of the claims of the State 
of Maine for the services of her militia; 

The bill for the settlement of the claims of the State of New 
Hampshire, for the services of her militia; 

The joint resolution from the House to continue two clerks 
employed in the office of the Commissioner of Indian Af. 
faiis; and 

The bill in addition to the acts reapecting the judicial system 
ef the Uniied States; 
were severally read a third time, and passed 
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Oa motiva by Mr. NORVELL, the bill granting to the State 
of Michigan a quantity of Jand to aid in constructing a cana! 
around the Falls of st. Marie, was taken up, and ordered to 
be engrossed for a third reading, ayes 2), noes 16, as follows: 

¥ EAS—Messa. Allea, Clay of Alabama, Fulton, Grundy, 
Henderson, King, Linn, Mouton, Nichvias, Norveil, Porter, 
Robison, Sevier, Smith vf Indiana, Tappan, Walker, Web- 
stet, White, Wright, aud Youunw—2) 

NAYS—Meossrs. Anderson, Buchanan, Calhoun, Clay of 
Kentucky, Ciayion, Crittenden, Dixon, Hubbard, Knight, 
Lumpkin, Mernck, Picree, Prentiss, Preston, Southard, 
aud Sturgeon—16. 

ORDERS OF THE DAY. 

The bill granting one township of land to the Territory of 
Florida for tue establishment of the Dade Institute, was taken 
up as In committee of the whole, and was advocated at some 
length by Mr. FULTON, and opposed by Mr. SOUTHARD; 
when, of motion by Mr. BUCHANAN, it was laid on the 
table. 

The bill to authorize the Mount Carmel and New Albany 
Railroad Company wo enter, on a credit, a quantity of land to aid 
the company in the construction of a railroad from New Alba 
ny,in the Siate of ladiana, to Mouat Carmel, in the State of 
lilinois, and for other purposes, Was taken up, and atter being 
amended, oa motion by Mc. SMITH, it was ordered to be en- 
grossed for a third reading 

The bili for the benefit of the Selmaand Tennessee Railioad 
Company was taken up, and after some remarks from Mr. 
BENTON, it was ordered {o Jie on the table 

Mr. CRITTENDEN then moved a reconsideration of the pre 
ceding bill, which badjust been ordered to be engrossed; which, 
after adiscussion, in which Messrs. CRITTENDEN, SMITH 
of Indiana, WHITE, BENTON, MERRICK, YOUNG, and 
KING, was agreed to; and the amendment was reconsidered and 
nogatived 

The question again coming up, it was ordered to be engross- 
ed fora third reading—yeas 17, nays 10,48 follows 

YEAS—Messrs. Calhoun, Clay of Alabama, Crittenden, 
Dixon, Fulton, Henderson, King, Knight, Merrick, Nicholas, 
Porter, Robinson, Smith oi Indiana, Walker, Webs er, White, 
and Young—17 

NAYS—Mesers. Allen, Benton, Hubbard, Linn, Lumpkin, 
Pierce, Preston, Sevier, Sturgeon, and Tappan—10 

Phe biil tor the benefit of the Selma and ‘Tennessee Railroad 
Company Was agam taken up, and after some remarks by 
Messra. KING aud CLAY of Alabama, it was ordered to be en- 
grossed for a third readiag. 

Phe bill to amend the ac: entitled an act supplementary to the 
act to amend che judicial eystem of the United States, was ta- 
ken up, aot atter some remarks by Messrs. BUCHANAN, 
CUTHBERT, SMITIL of Indiana, and SEVIER, us further 
cousideration Was postponed until Wednesday next 

The Senate then went into the consideration of Executive bu- 
sivese, and aflerward 
Adjourned 






HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Weonespay, Apri] 29, 1840 

Mr. ©. 1. WILLIAMS sent to the Cu air, for the purpose of 
having it printed, a paper which he inteuded to offer as aa 
amendment io the bill making appropriations to the Military 
Academy at West Porat. . 

Mr. BURKE of New Hampshire, from the select committee 
appointed on the transactions of the Cusr« with Mr. Langtree 
abouteupplying stauenery tor the House, moved that that com- 
inittee be authorized to employ a clerk. 

Mr. GRAVES moved to aiwead the motion, by granting the 
Bame power to each of the six Committees on Expenditures in 
te Deparimeiits, and also to the Commitee for the District of 
Columbia 

Mr. PETRIKIN said that every day those belonging to the 
committees, Were seenin the lobbies. The motion now submit- 
ted was to have an ermy of clerke; and it came from those who 
were always Complaining of the expenditures of the Govern 
ment. These clorks were idle at least four days in the six. Is 
it (said Mr. I.) to be tolerated?) If members of the committee 
did their duty, they could dispense with clerks. They did not 
want time or ability, but attention and punctuality; and why 
should those who are sent here by the people to do business, 
get other persons to doit forthem? Mr. P. could cast his eye 
mito the lobbies now, and recognise two clerks of committees 

wesent. The other day he sow three or four. He hoped the 

fouse would pause, before they acted with such gross incon- 
sistency as to apjponit the number of clerks asked fur. Most of 
the committees had but two days’ work in a week, and yet 
wanted clerks! Mr. P was one of the Committee for the Dis- 
trict of Columbia during the last long session. They had the re- 
newal of the charters of the District banks, and all the variety 
of business now before that committee to attend to, There was 
no necessity for a clerk then, All that they had to complain 
of was want of punctuality iu the members. Mr. P. had been 
on several Comint‘tees since, and had had the same cause for 
complaint, and hoped the House would not appoint an army of 
clerks. 

Mr. GRAVES withdrew so much of his amendment as had 
reference to the Commiitiee for the District of Columbia, and 
added that the clerks should be paid enly for the time in which 
they were actually employed. 

Mr. LEET remarked that he thought the Select Committee, 
whose chairman has reporied this resolution, ought to be al- 
lowed a clerk; there would be a great propriety mit If the 
subject referred to thom received that extended and full inves- 
tigation which he presumed tt would, it muststrike every gentle- 
man that much writing will have to be done. The probability is, 
thata large number of witnesses wil] be examined, and, in 
deed, the inquiry may run back through several previous 
Congresses. He felt, however, no solicitude about it, and 
would be satisfied with any decision the House may make. 
1ié had a word to say in regard to the motion of the gentleman 
from Kentucky,(Mrt. Graves ] He thought it was uanecessa- 
ry, asthat motion proposed to provide for clerks forthe several 
Commit.ees of Accounts and Expenditures in the Departments, 
until they asked this House for them. If those committees, or 
any of them, deem 1 necessary to institutean inquiry, and find 
that the assistance ofaclerk is needed to facilitate their labors, 
#9 far as he knew now, he would vote for it. But he was un- 
willing to anticipate the matter by adopting the amendment of 
the gentleman from Kentucky, (Mr. Gravers,) and thereby for 
nishing clerks to these Committees, without being called on to 
doso. He (Mr. L.) euggested that the honorable gentleman 
woul! withdraw Ais amendment, and not eneumber the reselv. 
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tion of the honorable gentleman from New Hampshire, (Mr. 
Borer.) 

Mr. LEWIS WILLIAMS was in favor of allowing commit- 
tees of investigation the assistance of a clerk, as in all such ca- 
ses there was a very great amount of labor to perform, which 
could not be done in any reasonable time by the members of 
the committee themselves. ‘The gentleman frsin Pennsylva- 
nia had said he was willing to grant them a clerk when they 
should ask for one. But had not the chairman of the commit- 
tee asked forone? Certainly he had, and urged the House to 
grant his request. It was a well known fact, thatin these com- 
mittees of investigation, their efforts were in some cases ren- 
dered nugatory, fur want of the assistance of a clerk to assist 
them in the great amount of labor to be performed. He, there- 
fore, hoped the gentleman from Pennsylvania woul ! no longer 
object to the employment of a clerk by the select committee, of 
which the gentleman from Louisiana waschairman. As to the 
other committees, he could not say much about them, except 
that when they were charged with any special investigation, 
required to be acted upon at once, it would be necessyry for 
them to have a clerk. 

Mr. COST JOHNSON was glad thi* motion had been made, 
asking the appointment of a clerk, and that an amendment had 
beea offered, asking the allowance of clerks to other commit- 
tees. He had always considered the assistance of a clerk ne- 
cessary in many of the commitiees, when the amount of labor 
was necessarily so very great. He would, by consent of the 
House, move a etill further amendment; which was, that the 
Committee for the District of Columbia, and the Select Commit- 
tee on the subject of a National Foundry, be also permitted to 
employ aclerk. It wasabsolutely impossible for the members 
of those committees to go through the mass of business without 
one, and he would say, that ifthe House should refuse, a large 
portion of the papers must be reported without examination, or 
incur the expenses of printing, which would amount to more 
than the clerk; but ifa clerk be ailowed the committee, the ex- 
yense of printing would be saved. 

Mr. CRAIG opposed the motion, in a few remarks, which 
were not distinctly heard, and concluded by moving the previ- 
ous question 

Mr. BURKE now wished to withdraw his motion, but as 
he had made it by order of a committee, the Cure ruled that 
he had no power to do go. 

Mr. CONNOR moved to lay the whole subject on the table, 
and on that motion demanded the yeas and nays; which were 
ordered; and were—ycas 100, nays 56. So the resolution was 
Jaid on the table. 

Mr. LINCOLN asked the indulgence of the House to permit 
him, at this time. to present the memorial of William Wright, 
in reference to the mannev in which the debt lately due to the 
Unnted States from the Commonwealth Bank, in Beston, had 
been satisfied 

Leave having been granted, Mr. L. presented the memorial, 
and moved its reference to a select committees, upon which he 
expressed a desire not to be placed. ‘The committee was there- 
upon ordered 

The CHAIR announced that the business first before the 
House was the report of the Select Committee on the case of 
Messrs. Bynvm and GARLAND. 

Mr. J. W. JONES said the pressing character of the appro- 
priation bill; the absolute necessity of its immediate passage, to 
supply the wants of the Government, made it his imperative 
duty to move the postponement of the consideration of the re- 
port until Friday next; which motion was agreed to, without a 
count. 

Mr. RAMSEY asked and obtained leave to presenta memo- 
rial of Mr. Sullivan, and have it reterred to the Committee on 
Stationery. 

Mr. CLIFFORD obtrine:! leave to correct an erroneous state- 
mentin the report of the Globe, in which it was stated that he 
(Mr. C.) was inciuded among a list of members who had been 
returned as in custody of the Sergeant-at-Arms, and whose fine 
had been remitted. Mr.C. had been in attendance in his place 
the whole night, and had never been in custody, or discharged 
from it, with or without the payment of fees. He had no 
doubt the mistake had originated through inadvertence. The 
Reporter of the Globe had promised to have it corrected; but he 
thoughtit proper to make the statement to the House, that 
others might correct it, if they have been misled by the report 
mentioned. 

Mr. HAND desired to make an explanation,which he thought 
was due to the honorable zentdeman {Mr. Smitn] of Maine. It 
was reported in the last evening’s Globe, that he stated that 
some gentlemen, after answering to their names, abzented 
themselves. This remark, Mr. H. said, he believed, was not 
applicable to the gentleman from Maine, though it might be so 
understeod from its juxtapos tion, by those who did not under 
stan! the subsequent procee:lings. 

Many members had been brought in. It was breakfast time, 
and several gentlemen supposing those who bad come in would 
be sufficient to form a quorum, bad taken that opportunity to 
obtain some. Butso many left, that the House seemed in 
danger ofan involuntary dissolution by the individual disper- 
sion of the members, and the House was idle for want ofa quo- 
rum. He moved acall. The Spgzaker said this was not in 
order, without first dispensing with the one notcompleted. He 
(Mr. TL.)"then explained, that he wished a supplemental call 
by order, as had been dene before that night. That he wished 
the roll called over. The Spzaker replied that, by naming 
absentees, a motion totake into custody would be in order. 
That knowing that a call ofthe absentees, or taking yeasand 
nays, would arrest the attention of members, and bring many to 
seats, and at the same time avoid meddling with the call in any 
manner, he then named three of his personal and political 
friends who had been active al! night, and the gentleman from 
Maine being first named, the vote was first moved upon him 
and passed rem con; when his frend and colleague (Col. Pren- 
Tiss.) who was sitting by his side, immediately moved a re- 
consideration; upon which he, Mr. H. called the yeas and nays, 
avowing his purpose, which were ordered, and the motion car- 
ried, as he thought unanimously, until he saw by the papers 
there were a few negative votes. 

On motion of Mr. J. W. JONES, the House then resolved it- 
self into Committee of the Whole (Mr. Cassy in the chair) and 





resumed the consideration of the civil and diplomatic appro-- 


priation bill. 

Me W.C. JOHNSON moved to strike out the appropriation 
to cariy on the branch mints at Dahlonega, in the State of 
Georgia. 

Mr. J. W. JONES hoped the motion thus unceremoniously 
to do away this establishment would not prevatl. This eatad- 
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Hshment hed recently gone into operation; although trs 

tions have been not very extensive, the coinage was 9 ve 
siderable sum. Its operations would excel that of the 
mint during the same period when it was first established . 
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large amount of money had heen expended in buildings ay d : wr de Ha 
paratus proper to conduct that important branch of hes Apion of os 
interest, and now it was unceremoniously and f-remature| ; heer: 
posed to abolish it without even giving the establishmen; he filieave the e 
opportunity to develope itself—and thus to desert thie Routh, part 
amount of public a to go to ruin, without any pe “Me 7 inte 
even to take charge of the property, to save it from depreday,, pare, aie 
Ifthis was the economy of the Opposition, he thought ther gent of 
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tien could not be much benefited by it. He sincerely ho 
gentlemen would consider the step they proposed w take: 
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trusted that this amendment, which goesto repeal ar 
law, would not prevail. i Wea! an existing a oe 
Mr. COOPER expressed his surprise that the gentiem; we 
Maryland should have proposed the abolishing ol thee eas ad genarne 
tutions, when the results were already so Salisfactory. Th Ps catioos; 


very same objections now urged, might, with equal proprie; 
have been urged at the ime these mints were established: be 
now the money had been expended, and the mints been iyo : 
ration two years, it was proposed to abolish them. [He woul 
remind the gentleman that there were may powerful reaso) 
for the continuance of thuse mints in North Carolina and Geor. 
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kas He recogn 
gia; and one of those reasons was, that they opened a market ; ramen 
the laborious gold diggers of those countries for their gold, with metgerrets 
outobliging them tosubmit to the extortion of speculators, who ee erie 
formerly shaved them atthe rate of seven, eight, and ten per ne h 
cent. in the product of their labor. Reason and Common sense powers 


would dictate that the coining should be performed in the ve 
heart of the country where the precious metals were foyy 
But the gentleman from Pennsylvania (Mr. Ooxe) yesterday 
had said that it was “an expensive business.”” He would ask 
that gentleman to tell him whether he had ever found that the 
business of coinage in the United States was not an expensive 
business? : 

Mr. C. then referred to the expenses attending the operations 
of the mint at Philadelphia, and asked why the same argu. 
ment would not warrant the abolitien of that institution? 

Mr. C. then went on to show that if the whole amount of 
coinage were executed in the South, even at Dahlonega, ; 
would be more economical than keeping up the Philadelphia 
mint. He said he would not detain the committee at tha 
time, buton a proper occasion he would go into a detail of fac 
showing thatif the mere saving of dollars was the object iy 
view, on a question between the mint at Philadelphia and the 
branch at Dahlonega, the decisio. would be in favor of the 
branch. He did not consider it, however, a mere question «i 
dollars and cents. The Government had a policy to carry ou 
which had not yet been fairly tested. 

Mr. JOHNSON of Maryland hoped when the chairman o 
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, . flowers, CO 
Ways and Means rose for the purpose of opposing the amend ment to en: 
ment, that he would have given some other argument why thi acimens 


inint should not be discontinued than that the Governmenth 
expended a great deai of money to put it into operation. 
expected to hear from him an argument based on the groundo 
great national interest—that, te subserve some great national 
end, it should not be discontinued; but his only argumeat wa 
that the Gevernment had expendela great sum to put it in ope 
ration. Ifno practical good could result in the expenditure o 
$11,500 to keep it in operation, the fact of saving that amount 
ought to be a strong argument for striking itout. He knew thay 
it was situated in the heart of a gold region, but he maintained 
that there was no saving to the Government on that account 

the price of transportation of the bullion to Philadelphia beng 
less than the cost to keep the establishment up. It was o 
saving on that score, buta drain on the Treasury of $11,500. 
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The argument used last year, when the same question was agi-MMtained any 
tated, was that it was an infant establishment; try it but auo-MMdesired to 
ther year, and if it did not prove advantageous to the nation: on, exces 
abolish it. He then went into an argument to show that the al-iithe Gover 
vantages then promised to the Governinent by vecving up thelin this cas 
branch mints had not been realized, and that they should be esta- MB eonstitutio 
blished. The mint establishment at Philadelphia was adequateH#with that 
to all the wants of the Government. ; coi, must 

M:. HABERSHAM was understood to defend the mint as anfMqyt, as re 
object of great national policy. The establishment of thisfMestablishm 
ment was in the country where he resided, and was ir. the hear Dahlonega 
of a great coal country. Ithad had a tendency to encoutageMity, North | 
in that vicinity a spirit of enterprise. The inducements heldfio come u 
out had caused many not only to search for gold, but other va-Mj who had | 
luable metals in which that country abounds. That region M% would loc 
abounds in the richest minerals, gold, silver, copper, and iron. Misilver reg 
Notwithstanding it was there, it weuld be useless for the wat and if not, 
of capital, and enterprise, if this mint was abolished. Suchfhity of bu’ 
was the case toa certainextent, before the establishment of thie were imp 
mint there. But since its establishment there was no want OM tion, all th 
capita!; it had diverted capital from other sections to invest 1H and the or 
the mining operations there. The circumstance of its affording which mi 
a ready market for bullion, anda fair equivalent for labor off the suc 
this kindhad given a new impulse to the mining operations; Biance fron 
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many persons are now engaged in it that heretofore would not 
touch it. Another advantage was that it prevents the gol 
andsilver from being sold to the silversdich, to be mel WW 
into wares, and prevented it from passing into foreign hands. 
all finds its way now to the mint. The whole expenditure © 
the Government will be sunk, if the appropriation be withhe 
the property of the Government would go to ru'n. Mr. H 
hen went into the causes of the wastage; and also to shew the 
reasons why the operations of the mint had not been so great 
might have heen expected; he said that it took a long ume! 
prepare the metal to give it a proper refinement, before it could 
be coined. Its operations hereafter for that cause would be 
greater. 
~ Mr. STANLY obtained the floor, and made some remarks 
relation to what he was understood to call a corrupt expen 
ture of the public money at the branch mint at Charlotte, Nor 
Carolina; from the tenor of which remarks, it was infe 
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he was in favor of abolishing that mint for that cause. Heex ir 
hibited an accountof $218, incurred for the purchase of ‘rel have n 
and shrubbery by the superintendent of that establishment, (Mr Bitase an ¢ 


Wheeler.) to ornament the public grounds attached to that es 
blishment. Hecommented on the same, and denounced 1’; 
with the view, he said, of showing how beautifully these hua 
bugs go together, and to show how this fellow (the superit: 
tendent) lived out of the public epoils. He made other 
marks, the tenor of which may be inferred by the replies © 
his colleagues. 

Mr. BLACK said he had risen without consultation wits 
any party, either in that House or out of it, to aet the mark © 
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- ke i th traordinary 
robation upon the very extraordinary ac- 
is decided the gentleman fom North Carolia had called 
unt to tion of the committee. T regret, sir, said Mr B. that 
ie Oe cout had ever been incurred or presented azains 
yeh wen and more especially he regretted that the Go 
pe Gove jad paidit. So faras the amount of money was con- 
renee was a smallmatter; but the principle involved was 
por whether the expenditure was one collar or one mil- 
of dollars. He was the blind advocate of no man or any 
" fmen onearth; he acknowledged his adhesion to no party 
that of the glorious and gallant State Rights men of the 
7 ae ar excellence, the Nullifiers, for whom he claimed, in 
wo of the world, the high and honorable distinction of a 
pve. disinterested, and noble devotion to principle, indepen- 
int of men; therefore, come from what quarter it ong he 
‘seready and willing to go with the gentleman from North 
- joa, or with any other man on that floor, in condemning 
le ing any and every instance of political degeneracy. 
Mr, B. said he wished to deal with facts. Let the Op- 
sition cease to indulge, as they had too often done, in vague 
nd general denunciation of fraud and corruption. It was pure 
eclamation; jet them come up to the mark with facts and spe- 
difcations; this was what he had called on them to do all 
slong; and whenever they did it, asin this instance, and pro- 
duced concluaive proof of their charges of fraud, he he'd him- 
wif obligated to do every thing in his power to forward an in- 
vestigation, and, when error was detected, to expose and con- 

t. 
Oi recognined no power in any Department of the Federal 
Government to contract such an account, nor had this House 
any constitutional authority to appropriate money to pay it. 
The superintendent of the branch miat at Charlotte, had clearly 
exceeded his official duties in purchasing these plants and 
fowers. The Government had departed from the strict line of 
its duty in passing the account, and we shall be clear!y tn vio. 
lation of our duty ifwe appropriate money to pay for this 
North Carolina flower garden. But why is it that this frand 
has not been previously investigated? Why wast permitted to 
siumber from 1-38, the date of the account, until this particular 
period of time, When the claims of Georgia were legitimately 
before the House? Yesterday, the appropriation forthe branch 
mint ia North Carolina was under discussion, and was retained 
in the bill; during all that discussion, we heard nothing of these 
hulbous rootsand tender exotics. Why were they not /hen in- 
troduced to the notice of the committee, instead of being thrust 
forward at this time, when the conseqnence may be to embar- 
rass the claims of the branch mint at Dahlonega to the favora- 
ple consideration of this House? Although he was willing, at 
all times, to investigate any matter where there was even the 
jeast appearance of frand, ye he besought the House not to 
entertain a prejudice against the mintestablishment in Georgia 
onaccount of any supposed corruptions which may exist at 
the branch in North Carolina. Te ventured to say that nosuch 
account would be presented from Dahlonega—the soil of his 
own State, emphatically the land of noble trees and beautiful 
flowers, could furnish, if it were competent for this Govern- 
ment to engage in such improvements, as rare and exquisite 
ecimens of vegetable production as any other quarter of the 
lobe; but even if it could not, he was not prepared to vote mo- 
y out of the ‘Treasury for the consummation of so questiona- 
bean object. 

Having said thus much, said Mr. B. in order to avert any 
rejudice which may have been engendered against the mint 
t Dahlonega, by unnecessarily bringing into this discussion 
¢ supposed frauds at Chariotte, he would now proceed to 

yeak 9 the merits of the question now before the House 
His friend from Maryland (Mr. Jounson] had moved to 
uike out this section of the bill, which provides the appro- 
nation of thousand dollars for defraying the expenses 
{the branch mint at Dahloneza. in Georgia. This motion 
as base! solely on the ground of eronomy, for he would not 
believe that the honorable gentleman from Maryland enter- 
tained any feeling of hostility towards the institution isself, or 
desired to withdraw the ordinary appropriations for carrying 
it on, except on the ground of expediency, and a saving to 
the Government. How, then, stands the question of Economy 
inthis case? This Government must coin money—there is a 
constitutional requisition on the subject—and, in accordance 
with that requisi:ion, national mints, for the manufacture of 
coin, must necessarily be established, otherwise Congress could 
nol, as required by the Constitution, “coin money.” These 
establishments had been placed at Philadelphia, New Orleans, 
Dahlonega in Georgia, and at Charlotte in Mecklenburg coun- 
ty, North Carolina. If the question as to their location, was 
to come up de novo, where, think you, a disinterested man, 
who had no object to accomplish but the good of the people, 
would locate them? Why precisely in the heart of the gold or 
silver region, if such a region existed in the country at all, 
and ifnot, then nearest that port into which the greatest quan- 
ty of bullion, or of the precious metals in their crude state, 
were imported from foreign countries. In making such a loca- 
tion, all the risk and expense of transportation would be saved, 
and the original producer would not be saddled with the losses 
which must ensue from the multiplication of agents necessary 
tothe successful operation of a mint situated at a great dis- 
ance from the point of production. I such a case the natural 
order would be preserved; and instead ofconstanily transporting 
the material, at great expense, to the place of manufacture, 
yoo would make but one transportation of the machinery to 
te spot, where every thing would be found ready to your hand. 
If economy, then, was the object, why does not the gentleman 
propose to abolish the mint at Philadelphia? Does the soil of 
that city, or of Pennsylvania, or of any of the neighboring 
Sates, produce gold and silver in any quantity, or of any qua- 
lig! Are there any surface or vein mines in the streets of 
he city of brotherly love? Do they abound, as does the whole 
Tegion about Dahlonega, with the yellow ore of the South? 
No, sir, the veriest alchymist could turn nothing there into 
foi |, not even if he hadaccess to the vaults of the United States 
k—unless, indeed, the rotable fiction of the transmutation of 
metals should turn out at last to be a solemn truth. If, then, 
sir, the city of Philadelphia be barren of gold, the next uestion 
can the port of that city compete with that of New York or 
Boston inthe importation of the precious metals from abroad? 
have no statigtical data now before me, upon which I might 
base an estimate; but the received opinion is, that where Phila- 
iphia imports one dollar of foreign gold, either of the other 
Ces imports a hundred. And yet, sir, the gentleman from 
Philadelphia (Mr. Octs) yesterday proposed to put a barrel of 
powder under the mint af Dahlonega, in the very heart of the 
id region, and blow jt up, upon the score, as lie said, of eco- 
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nomy. Why, sir, 1 doubt not the time will come, when labor 
and improved machiaery shall hive been successfully applied 
to the development of the illimitable resources of the Cherokee 
country in Georgia —when, mateid of applying the tor 
branch mint at Dahlonega. the mother mint itself in Philadel 
phia will be blown sky high 

But it is said that the mint in Georgia isan expense the G»- 
vernment; if this be an objection to the mint in Georgia, it is 
equally true with respect to thatin Philadelphia. Where, let 
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me ask, was there ever an establishment for the coinage of mo- 
ney, that was not an expense, either to the Government or the 
individual who owned it. 

A mint does not increase the quantity of gold; on the contrary, 
it must, of course, decrease it. The losses necessarily inciden- 
tal to the process of coinage must, In the nature of things, de. 
crease the quantity of metal originally supplied to the establish- 
ment; and therefore all this talk about loss and expense, is just 
as applicable, nay, much more so, tothe Philadelphia mint, as to 
the establishment in Georgia. 

Sir, said Mr. B there 1s another, and not less interesting view 
of this case. As a Representative from the State of Georgia, as 
a Southern man, deeply iaterested in the prosperity, not only of 
my own State, above all others, but of the whole South, I can- 
not but feel jealous of every movement here, the tendeacy of 
which will be to strike at our favorite theory of free trade, an‘! 
by implication at our proposed system of directimportations. If 
the princioles of free uade were brouglit to bear upon this 
subject, every thing would be left to its obvious position and 
natural course. But if the motion on your table prevails 
that position and that course will be viclenily interru. ted, and 
instead of placing your mint in the midst of your gold, you re 
move it toa distance, and locate 1 in a remote region, when all 
the difficulties of transportation must be encountered before you 
can begin to compete with the more natural lecation. Sir, 
free trade is natural trade, and the natural position of an es- 
tablishment which is to supply the medium of that trade, is 
precisely at that place where the commodity, to be used in 
manufacturing that medium, can be procured at the least pos- 
sible expense. 

Sir, said Mr. B. the South makes cotton, and the South 
makes gold—both of these articles are cash inthe maiket of 
the world. The North produces neither of them, and yet she 
has managed, through our facile acquiescence in her monopoly 
of trade, to fertilize her barren and trozen hills, and enrich her 
energetic and enterprising population. And this she has ac- 
complished by appropriating to her own benefit the intermedi- 
ate use of these pecullar productions cf our soil and labor. 

Heretofne we have submitted to an unnecessary Northern 
agency inthe disposition of our cotton. and if we follow in the 
same track, we will send our gold to Philadelphia to be siruck 
into coin. Southern enterprise and ingenuity are not compe- 
tent to conduct successiully a niint at Dahlonega, where the 
gold grows, but the precious metal, after it has been ga 
thered by Southern labor, must be sent toa Northern city for 
eoinage. 

But, sir, said Mr. B. suppose the gent’eman could succeed in 
his effort to abolish this branch mint at Dahlonega, what, let 
me ask him, would he have accomplished?) Why he would 
take from the enterprising, industrious, and patriotic people of 
that section of Georgia, perhaps the most interesting part of 
the State, an institution which had greatly contributed to their 
prosperity. In that region there are numerous gold diggers and 
miners, whose labor supplies the mint. If that establishment 
be abolished they will be obliged either to export to foreign 
countries, or sell itat a joss from 8 to 19 percent ini's crude 
state, to Northern speculators, or bank agents. Yes, sir, abo- 
lish the mint inthat region, and you throw open the door to 
numerous extortioners and specolators, men who live not by 
the sweat of their brows, but who make their daily bread by 
their wits, enda, and appropriate to themse!ves. by their tricke- 
ry and cunning, the hard earnings of other men’s labor. Thus 
the people, who now have acess to a mint where their week's 
labor may be converted into coin of a known and ascertained 
value, will be subjected to the tender mercies of men who will 
get from them, on the best lerms they can, the precious metal 
in its crude state, and the loss of at Jeast ten per cent. will fall 
upon the less intelligent but more honest laborer. 

I am sure, sir, my friend from Maryland has not fully con- 
sidered the consequences of his motion; if he had he would 
not have made it; for I] am willing to believe that.no man 
man breathes, more devoted than he is to Southern interest and 
institutions. 

Mr. CONNOR replied to the remarks of Mr. Sranty, and 
spoke against the abolishment of the branch mint. 

Mr. DAWSON opposed the amendment with much earnest- 
ness. lle arguedasa reason why the product of the mines in 
Georgia, and the amount of coinage which, to acertain extent, 
depended on the mining operations, were not 0 great as were 
anticipated, that labor was much higher in Georgia than any 
year previous. For the reason that the labor was more produc- 
tive that year than at any previous years, the whole labor was 
converted from the mines tothe growing of cotton. But this 
year labor being much cheaper and much depressed, it would 
drive the whole mass of labor to the mines, and the conse- 
quence, he said, would be, that the coinage at that establishment 
this year would be much greater than inthe past year. Mr. 
D. then showed the comparative operations of the parent mint 
at Philadelphia for the first five years of its existence, and the 
branch mint at Dahlonega, Ga. for the first two years. The pa- 
rent mint had, in the five years above mentioned, coined only 
an aggregate of $71,000; whilst the branch mint, situated in a 
forest, had, in the first year of its existence, coined forty 
per cent. more than the first five years of the parent mint; and 
in the second year (1839) had coined $123,870; andif it had sil- 
ver, it would have coined four times that amount. He con- 
tended that the only counteracting power to prevent the coin 
from going to the commercial citiesin the East and North, was 
to periinaciously hold on to the mints 

dne of the greatest reasons that this mint should be conti- 
nued, was that it was situated inthe heart of one of the richest 
mineral regions. Every varicty of oreisto be found there in 
the greatest abundance; and in the course of a few years, in con- 
sequence of the new impulse given to enterprise by the 
erection of this mii.t, this country would become one of the rich- 
es' portions of the world. Capital was flowing in from every 
section of the world; and scientific men were attracted there 
in great numbers. Thus would a development of the rich re- 
sources of the earth be produced, and would result not to the 
interest of Georgia alone, but to the wealth and greatness and in- 
terest of the whole nation. It was the usefulness of this mint he 
advocated; and did not go for it because it happened to be lo- 
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cated in Georgia. He was not governed ”Y sectional feelings, 
but by great national feelings. He testified to the economical 
administration of the mint at Dahlonega, and certified w the 
good character of the superpitendent—he Was an honest mat 

‘The amountot expeaditures in that mint was small in compari- 
son to othe rmtota 

Mr. CONNOR here read a statement showing the expendi 
tures at Charlotte and Dahlonega for three years, which proved 
them to be nearly equal. 

Mr. HUBBAKD rose to congratulate the country that the ex- 
travagancein our public officers was about to be lopped off 
by consentof both parties. There was no method but to re- 
duce them to proper allowance —compel them to live carefully 
and economically. But, sir, whilst we are at this work, T request 
centiemen of the oppostte party not to look so sharp for the 
mote inthe eye of the Democrats, but look more to remove the 
beam from theirown. Letthem cut off these extravagant ap- 
propriations of millions, for purposes that enrich one section 
ef the Union, whilst they impoverish the ovher. IT speak of 
gentlemen as a party—the gentleman from Georgia personally 
opposes all of them: a3 to this item of flowers, if the centleman 
would goto the mother mint of Phitack Iphia, he wou'd perhaps 
find it there te a greater extent; and perhaps he woud tod that 
1t commenced before the election of General Jackson, and long 
before Mr. Van Buren waselected, 

Mr. SHEPARD would not (rouble the commitiee With an elec. 
tioneering speech, but he would make a few suggestions to 
those who were so hostileto the branch mints. Since his at 
tention had been called to this matter, yesterday afiernoon, 
he had found, by a decument on his table, the amountof gold 
ane silver imporied to this couatry at different periods of ume 
Duringthe last year, 1839, the amount of bullion imported at 
the chy of Philadelp! iu Was £50000 Ie had not been able 
to sumup the amountsimported into New York, Boston, and 
other Northern cities, but, on casting bis eye ever the tabu- 
lor statement before him, it appeered that the greatest 
amount imported into this country had come to the city of New 
Orleans. Now, when gentlemen contended that we had more 
mints than were necessary, the real question would be, which 
of them ought to be abolished—those in the South, in the very 
heart of the gold country, and where the foreign bullion was 
imported, or the one at Philadelphia, where nota single grain 
ofthe precious metals was produced, and where but little was 
received from foreiga counties? At the commencement of the 
Government, Philadelphia was the great emporium of ¢com- 
merece; here was established the Mint and the National Bank; 
arevolution had since taken place in the business of the esun- 
try, and yet, by means of these national institutions, Philadel- 
ph a has continued to be the depot of coin, and to control the 
commercil affairs of the Unien. Sir, it is time & cestrey these 
sectional privile ge iLis time to place every city and every 
State on an equal footing, eubmitto the operation of these 
natural causes, which, 1 iatone, would produce the greatest 
amount ofnational wealth. If the question were new, the de- 
butas the expenditure has been tnade, 
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cision might be doubtful; 
the house erected, and the machinery at Work, why throw 
away this labor and expense? Why destroy establishments 
situated in the region where trace and rature have aceu- 
mulated the precious metals, in order to favor a city, whither 
only artificial regulation would direct them, 

Give these branch mints a fair trial. The member from 
Pennsylvania had stated that the coin struck at the three South: 
ern mints had cost one-fourth, ora third, of the amount coined 
This may be true, and this was probably the case with the 
mammoth at Philadelphia during the first year of its establish- 
ment. Butthisis notanargument, The honorable member is 
a lawyer, and probably his library, his horse and carriage, and 
other necessary outfits for a travelling attorney, were five times 
more than the amount of hisbriefs during the early years of 
practce; and would the member therefore eay that the setting 
up law was a bad business? World he not rather wait, and 
give his industry and abilities a fair and longer trial? During 
the jast year $600,009 were coined at the three bran h mints. 
The amount is gradually and surely increasing; and if gentle- 
men will be patient, and if Philadelphia receive from this Go- 
vernment no aitificial advantages, by having the control of the 
paper system, or some other trick of the Federal head, I feel 
assured thatina few years the greatest amount of coin wi'l 

rroceed from the Southern mints. Sir. my constituents are not 
immediately interested in this appropriation; they are very far 
from Charlotte; they will never have the least benefit from this 
expenditure; but as a North Carolinian I am opposed to the 
destruction of the mint until ample experience proves itto be 
expensive and useless. 1] would despise to advocate a propo- 
sion because a little advantage might accrue to the South; but, 
sir, when North Carolina and Georgia have the precions me- 
tals in the bosom of their soil, when trade brings to New Orleans 
a vast amount of foreign coin and bullion, why ehould our 
mints be destroyed, and the one at Philadelphia be sustained. 

But acharge had been made against the superintendent of 
the mint in North Carolina, and it seemed that he had expended 
the sum of $218 in ornamenting the building with trees, &c. 
Now he would not say that he waein favorofsuch expendi- 
tures, but did we yotact upon the same principle ourselves? 
Would notthe same objection apply to the expenditure for 
trees, flowers, &c. for ornamenting the public walks and gar- 
dens of this Capito]. There trees did not belorg to privete in- 
dividuals; they were the property of the public, and the poor- 
est man inthe community could enjoy the walks, and inhale 
the fragrance of the flowers, as weil as he who expended a 
smal] portion of the public money on such improvements, 
As expenditures of this nature were for objects belonging to the 
people, and not for individuals. it placed the matter in an en- 
tire'y new light. Put yet he would admit that he could not en- 
courage such expenditures; and if gentlemen thought that the 
superintendent of this mint hadacted wrong, the Secretary of 
the Treasury might dock it frem his salary. 

The gentleman from Georgia raid, thatthe new po'icy ofthe 
Government would drive all the coin of the country into the 
large cities. Sir, the policy of this Government cannot alter the 
laws of trade. Coin will go where it is wanted, or where peo- 
ple have something to pay for it; and their need be no fear on 
this subject, in the mincs of those who are in favor of curtail- 
ing the paper system, and making the Government and people 
of this great conntry, indepencent of those where business it 
is to manufacture currency. Ifthe old po.icy should continue, 
there will not be much necessity for specie any where, either in 
town orcountry, the mean currency will drive away the good, 
and we shall again be flooded with issues of paper. Bot, sir. I 
have departed from the subject. I merely reply to the remarks 
ef the gentleman, from Georgia, andI take the opportunity of 
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saying that Ido not suppose it possible to dispense with banks | 
or paper money, My principle ia to extend and strengthen the | 
basis of specie, and to make banks subject to the laws of the 
lad. These mints will probably have « nd eff iv sur 
plying us with good currency, and wment 
their -lavor 

Mr. UNDERWOOD hoped this debate would now terminate; 
but he wished to make one suggestion, which was, that, in case 
the mints should be abolished, the salaries of the officers would 
still be authorized by law. 
on these miiuts, they ought also, at the game time, to legisiate on 
ali the various interesta connected withthem. In reference to 
these mints, he would say that, if the question was now whe 
ther trey should be created, he might perhaps oppose them 
or if the question was in a proper form before them to repeal 





it is another arg 


the Jaw under which they had been created, he might bein favor | 
of doing away with them all, except one great national mint. | 


Hut that could not be effected inthe manner proposed; and if 
the amendment should prevaul, the loss to Government 
be greater than the amount proposed (o be appropriared. 


would 


Mr McKAY hoped this debate would speedily be brought to 
a close; and, as he did not wich to ald any thir » the delay 
he would make but a few brief remarks, in addition to what had 
already been advanced, in celence of these branch mon‘ 

The Constitution gave to Congr the exclusive power to | 
cola money; theretore, it was the duty of Congress t yprovide |} 
the meane by which this was to be ellected 





i 
Nuw, if they intended (o legislate 





For many years, there bad been but one mint, located at Phila- 
deiphia; but, two years ago, Congress appropriated money for 
the erection of these additional ones Now, every body knew 
that these mints in the South were in the midatof a country 
where the gold was procured; and Government was bound to 
afiurd every facility to the people of those parts of ihe country 
for converting the gold into coin. Therefor twasnohing | 
but right that these branch mints should be located in a gold 
country Mo far as the operations of these min eco | 
cerned, a very considerable amount of comage hadalready Leen 
executed : 

But the gentleman from Pennsy ia |{Mr. Oorry] had on 
yesterday objected to them, on the ground of exy euse, Why, 
upon the same principle they mi hteontend f{ { tbolinion 
ofall the dis rict courts ofthe United Siates. They might con 
tend that all these branch courts should be abolished, and one | 
great court erected in their stead, to which the people would | 
have totravel from all parte ef the Union, in order to jet justice 
This was a case precisely in point. The same principle would 
also apply to our navy yards throughout the country; and if 
there waa any force inthe argument that these mints should le 
abolished on the ground of expense, then all the navy yards 
except one should be abolished also; for it would be certainly 
much lesa expense to have one great navy yard, insiead of 
several, But every reasonable person would admit that 
was necessary for Government to study convenience, as well as 
‘ APense. | 

In relation to the purchase of treea by the superintendent of 
the mint at Norwh Carolina, it orcuited to himithat sums tora 
similar object had been expended by other officers of Govern: 
roent in adorning our public places. Tle believed many cases 
could be referred to, where an expenditure had bes made 
for ornamenting our public buildin by the planting of 
irees 

He hoped the motion to sirke ont the item for these mints 
would be withdrawn, and that they would be allowed a fait 
trial, Admitting that the expense should exceed the returns, 
yet that was no good reason for their discontiuance, as it wasthe 
duty of Government, in the exercise of its constitutional prero 


gative of coinage, to keep up those establishmenis at points 
most convement for the 
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Lvound to make a tiew rema 
relation to these branch inints. Ele could not repre: is 
Hitutlons 


ks in 
eur. 
prise that whenever at y ap) ropriati mecame up ion 
in the South, there were found gee 
would invariably rise in opposition to it i 
trom the remarks of some, that they weret 

m the North, and nothing in the South. 

ever, that this important appropriation bill 
bya discussion of that nature, and as he wasa 


lemen on ul flaor who 

would ay 
have ‘ 
He regre 

hould! 
it as little as possih'e, he would make his ret 

His colleague had spoken in refer 
the Secretary of the Treasury to Mr 
Carolina mint 
ordinary account, yet he did not Know tter | 
examine into that account than his colleague hwo 


ne 


erson [o 


ild serve 
his colleague very well for the was 
perfectly willing that he should have the full benefit of 
There was no doubt but that he would make som 
some political capital out of thos and flower gardens 
Ile was surprised, however, at the nt he ha : 
til then, he had always understood Mr. Wheele: »a very 
plainman. He would repeat that he knew nothing about this 
flower garden, but he wassure that ifMr. Wheeler fe'lin'o the 
ample justice ! 


of any t 


ectionecring puL poses, a 
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hands of his colleague, he would get ne him. 
if there was any man who coulddo justice in such matiers, i 
was hie colle gue, a3 he believed that gentleman had spoken 
more efthe extravagance of this Administration than an 
gentleman upon that floor, 

~ But there was one favor 

league. It was this’ he hoped that 


traordinary account of the flower card 
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lish, and attach to the account the fac uthe IM \ 
himselfhad voted for the money which paid f 
This Adminieatrauion was charged with all the extravagant 






expenditures. Now he would beg to 
fifth Congress, at least, the Administration were jess guilty than 
the Opposition, He could p ove that fact, as he had done be 

fore, by areference to Uie journal; yes, during that Congress, 
the Whigs, with the aid of the Conservatives, had a majority 
here, and it was a notorious fact, that the greatest Government 
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appPropria’ os that were ever ma le were made curing t! ey eriod, 
when the Opposition themselves had the majerity, and could, 
with their majority, have controlled them. Tie knew very well 


that few of those gentlemen were Willing to a-tmit the fact, but 
it could be found from an indisputable aw hority e journal 
of the ITouse, which shows thet over seventy-five nuillions were 
appropriated during that Congress, and that the Whigs and 


Opposition members have fewer votes recorved t 





ranst thie 
unprecedented amount than the Administration members 
che journal where the votes are recorded. 

r. M. was here called to order by several gent!emen for irre- 
levancy, Afier some dispute on that point, he said as he did 
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potdesire to wound the feelings of those sensitive gentlemen, 
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or to make them unhappy bya reference to their votes at this 
time, he would say no more onthat matter. He would repeat, 
however, that if every institution of the South was to be put 
town on f expense fouth had 
exnert 
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the ground the ¢ very little to 
ie did not blame the Northern member 
such opposition might be expected from them by their consti- 
lar removes trom the ace of expenditure, and 
formed a partot their duty. But he was surprived to hear of 
opposition fom Southern men. He regretie.! that such 
a propusition had been supported by any gentleman 
rom the South. They had natural resources in the South, 
and when they were attempting to bring them into ope- 
ration this opposition arose fiom gentlemen whose inierest it 
was 0 support rather than oppose them, and itcould only arise 
from political party feelings. It was more aimed at men 
than at measures, and could be made here to manufacture 
political capita!: for the vote taken upon the motion to abo 
lish, showed that they did not calculate on success. Let men 
have allthey can make outof it. They required a sound con- 
stituiional currency, a circulating medium, in accordance with 
the requisition of the Constiiutioa. Bot what did gentlemen 
say here? Why, that they should not have the means ol carrying 
it Into eff ct 

In his district they had one bank, which had about a half 
million of specie locked up, so that the people could not touch 
a doliar, nor didthey know how to getit; for the banks refused 
to pay any body, and made every body pay them. Would men 

yes, sir, men of family submit to such tyranny without a 
strugele? Yes, these bank men bought up the specie with 
their depreciated bank paper, and then blamed the Admini- 
nistration for ut. They first drained the people of their hard 
money, and then turned round and cursed the Administra- 
tion for the effects of their own diabolical paper system. It 
was a notorious fact,that in one single day that bank bought 
up a half million of dollars in specie, and put afloat their 


sso much, as perhaps 


ella, 


worthless paper in its stead, They were told by the bank 
men that they should have nothing but a paper currency. 
But if those paper tyrants thought they could oppress the 


people of the South, they would find themselves n istaken. The 
people of the South were yet free, and he thanked God that 
oppression was ouly known, as yet, in the Eastern States. It 
micht suit the bank men very well to compel the people of the 
East to take their worthless paper, but that would not do in 
the South. 

Instead of being tyrannized over by these banks, he was in 
favor of these branch mints, from which we could get a constu- 
tutional currency, instead of worthless paper; and he would tell 
them that the day was not very far distant when no portion of 
the peeple would submit to the oppressien any longer. ‘They 
would not long submit to have their bullion taken and locked 
up in the banks. 

Ile wou'd not say that his colleague wasa bank man, although 
it so happened that all the triends of the gentleman were en- 
gaged with the banks. Now there ingular tact to which 
he wished to call the attention of the commiuee and the coun- 
try. It was, that these very meo who were now opposing the 
branch mints, to stop the coinage of good money, dul. on a for- 
mer occasion, vote against a proposition to compel the banks 
to keep in their vaul's one dollar for every three dollars of 
paper. Yes, he would go further, and say that these men voted 
against a propositian tor compelling the banks to keep one 
dollar of specie for every five dollars in liabilities. He had the 
proof of al the facts before him, page and vote marked; but 
ashe did not wish to delay the passage of the bill, he would 
not trespess fuither on the time of the committee, in relation to 
that matter; but would, should his remarks be published, give 
the voie upon that subject. He would content bimsell by 
saying that he was prepared to prove all he had asserted, and a 
gieat deal more besides, upon these modern Bank Federal! 
Whigs. He had the material all ready, aid woul use it the first 
opportunity that offered. 
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If these branch mints were put down, it would be doing great 
lijustice to the people of the South, and playing into the hands 
0} the Bank Federal party there, who hate gold and silver—who 
surreptitiously obtain it, and then lock it up, and refuse to pay 
the honest poor man fora five dollar bill of their own money, 
which he has labored hard for, but compel him to go to one of 
their agents and have it shaved for good money, and that, too, 
with their own money, and then curse Van Buren and his party 
fortheir own foul acts. Did Mr. Van Buren compel them to 
shut their vaults andactdishonestly towards the people? No; 
ie had no such power, and they knew the fact. 


ir. CUSHING, in allusion to some remarks by the gentle- 
man from North Carolina, denied, so far as he was concerned, 
than the people ofthe North were opposed to appropriations 
for institutions in the South, merely because they were for the 
South, For his part, he was now willing to vote for any ap- 
propriation in which the interests of the Union could be pro- 
moted, let the appropriation be for Nerth or South. Such were 
his feelings, and he was not aware that any other feelings ex- 
isted among the people whom he had the henor to partly re- 
present. He would pot agree that it was considered by North- 
ern members as their duty to oppose appropriations for the 
South. He desired thatthe public works might be diffus d 
throughout the United States, as they benefited vot merely the 
spot where they were locaied, butthe whole Union. 


In relation to the motion to strike out the vem for the expen- 
ofthese branch mints, it appeared to hima very different 
question to the questionas to whether theee institutions should 
or should not ke continued in exiatence. The latter question 
depended on the law establishing the mints, but so long as that 
law was in force, it was evidently our duty to make the neces- 
sery appropriation for carrying them on. The questicn of 
abolishing them was an entirely independent question; there- 
fore,so long as the law was in force, he should be disposed to 
vote for the appropriation to defray the current expenditures. 
Then the question as to whether they ought or ought not to 
be continned, would furnish matter for an after consideration. 

I) relation to the alleged abuses referred to by the gentleman 
from North Carolina, it reminded him of the streng position 
taken by his colleague [Mr. ADAms] the other day. That gen- 
tleman had said, uf the Committee on Public Expenditures 
would investigate all such cases of alleged fraud, and have 
their report ready at the tume the appropriation bills were 
brought up, some millions ofthe public money might be saved. 

Mr. JOHNSON of Maryland said he wished to submit an 
amendment to suspend the salaries as a modification of his first 
ans and inquired of the Crain whether it would be in 
ercer, 
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The CHAIR said it would be in order to make an app i 
tion subject to a certain contingency. Proprig 
Mr. JOHNSON then offered the following as a modifi 
of his original motion to strike out, viz: Cation 
“And that the said salaries shal! cease atthe expiratio 
current year; and that at the expiration of said period 
tablishments in Georgia, North Carolina, and§h« ; 
be suspended until otherwise directed by law.” 
Mr. CUSHING said that, under the existing laws, 1}; 
det, Secretary, andother officers, are entitled to arte 
ries. The lawgthat creates those officers,continues thei 
fixed salaries. Therefore if you strike out the apy 
this bill, it did not repeal the law allowing the salary. Ty 
officers will be still entitled. By refusing w appropriate oon 
notaffect their mghtto it; but the Government Would be aw 
indebted to them. = 
Mr. JOHNSON of Maryland said the power which c 
law could destroy it,cither ina separate bill, or asa SeCtion 
another bill. The precise time or manner was unimporum 
With that view he proposed the amendment. — 
The CHAIR decided that the amendment was out of orde 
This was a bill making appropriation for the current ex a 
ses efthe Government, to provide that for which the exis:ine 
laws called. “~~ 
Mr, JOUNSON said he differed with the Cnam, yet he did 
not wish to takean appeal. He was not responsible for the dle. 
bate which had taken place on the amendment. He made the 
motion without a word of comment, and took his seat: tae 
friends of the Administration were responsible. 1n relation jo 
the astonishment expressed, that a Southern man should have 
made a motion to reduce an institution located in a Souther 
State, could not influence his action. ‘The doctrine of Southarp 
interest was no doctrine to operate or influence him: jt was 
useless to rise with such arguments to influence him. The same 
arguments and reasons that would induce him to yote for a 
measure in Georgia, would govern his actions for like mea- 
sures in North Carolina. [le believed it wasa_ useless exper. 
diture of money; and he was astonished that it was defended oy 
no other ground than that it was located in the State of Georgi, 
Allthese appeals had no influence. Though he was a Souther, 
man, he would only go with the South when it was in favor oj 
J He was always opposed io 
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the prosperity of the whole Union. 
prodigal expenditure of money, without regard to tke particular 

section of country li was proposed to benefit. Hsueh an argy 

ment should obtain, it would be a most potential argument w 
hing about what these Southern gentlemen so much deprecare, 
a protective tariff. Ife then went into an argument toshoy 

that the destruction of the mint would not operate to the injury 
of the gold-finders, or the laborers engaged inthe mines in the 

district of country in which it was lecated, even if it did drive 

them to the necessity of disposing of the result of their labors to 
the speculators, of which the gentleman had complained. The 
whole operation of the branch mints was a drain on the Trea 

sury, and resulted to individual, instead of national advantace 

He was willing to show his regard to the interests of the Siu), 
by voting for something that was useful to the South. These 
mints were not. He was opposed tothe creation of these insi- 
tutions in the first place. When the whole facts of the case 
should be known to the public, he did not believe any Adminis. 
tration could be sustained that would support them. Mr, J 

concluded by withdrawing his modification, and let the original 
amendment stand, 

Mr. DROMGOOLE dissented from this indirect mode of re. 
pealing a law of the land. Why did not those gentlemen whi 
were opposed to these insti:utions come forward in the early 
part of the session—afier a discussion of this subject for two 
years—and propose a bill to repeal, in a proper manner, the 
law authorizing these ipstituiions, if they were deemed unne- 
cessary? 

Mr. OGLE said he had, in the early part of the session, intro- 
duced a resolution ca ling upon the Department for informa. 
tion, with aview of bringing forward a bili, but the House had 
voted it down. 

Mr. D. resumed, and said, that was the regular move of dv 
ing the business; and it was evidently a test of the scnse of the 
House, of its determination not to repeal the lew: and nowit 
was proposed to Co that indirectly which the House refused to 
dodirectly. He did not deny that it was within the power ot 
Congress to withhold an appropriation. He would ask gentle- 
men whether it would be right in Congress to withhold from 
members of Congiess the amount of pay to which they were 
entitled under an existing law of the land. If it were withheld, 
he had no doubt that they would soon go home. He would ask 
those gentlemen who made so much clamor about economy, 
whether this measure now proposed was bona fide economy. 
What, he asked, would become of the public peoeens! Lo 
gentleinen suppose that, if the salaries of the officers be with 
held, they will not actas we would act, and abandon their sta 
tions? 

If this appropriation be withheld, it wonld be tantamount to 
the abandonment of property that cost the Government half a 
million of money; leave it to go to destruction, to save a few 
thousands. This would be, indeed, a beautiful system of eco- 
nomy. We had the right to refuse to appropriate to fulfil ex- 
isting laws; but he would ask gentlemen, did not this amend: 
ment repeal the law, which the House refused directly to do? 
He put it to gentlemen, whether it formed a proper precedent 
in legislation, whether it was proper to do that indirectly which 
the House refused to do directly, and thus delay an appropria- 
tion bill, and do manifest injustice to those who were in the 
employ of the Government, an who were now suffering. Who 
would ever think of looking into an appropriation bill to ascer- 
tain the duties of the officers of the mints, or to ascertain 
whether the law, establishing the mints, was repealed? Coa: 
gress could not, with justice, withhold the appropriation. 

Mr. STANLY mace come further remarks here. 

Mr. JONES was sorry to trouble the committee with any 
further remarki on this subject, nor would he have done it, but 
for certain statements intreduced by the gentleman from Nerth 
Carolina, (M1. STANLY,] which had been taken hold of by other 
gentlemen, aud converted into a charge against the Adminis 
tration, 

It might beconsidered by the committee that it was his duty, 
as chairman ef the Committee of Ways and Means, to have ex: 
amined this matter; but it would be obvious to all, that these 
charges referred to transactions more than two years ago. 
Notwithstanding, had he been aware that the charges would be 
made, he should certainly have turned his attention to the 
matter. 

The gentlemrn from North Carolina had_ selected these 
charges Irom a vast number of items, He had brought them 
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jsolated items of an account not before the committee, 
a which referred to transactions two years ago. Now every 
~ knew, When a gentleman selected his own items, and 


aced them in the hands of an ingenious man, how very easy 
, was to make 
The worse, appear the better cause.”’ 


When a gentlemen had the power of selecting a few isolated 
wis without giving. the connection by, which they perhaps 
right be explained, it was very easy to give a coloring which 
ignt be removed by an examination of all the facis. His 
ind had been brought to that conclusion by the recent law 
gaged in relation to certain alleged abuses in the Depariments. 
rhe other day he had heard a charge made that a large num- 
ner of newspapers had been purchased in the Post Office De- 
artment, and the money of the Goverumentexpended for the 
Pupose of encouraging a party press, Owing to the charge, 
he conceived it his duty to addcess a letter to the Postmaster 
General on the sudject, and what was the answer? Why, that, 
yhongh the amount appeared onthe face of the account, yet 
ce half of it had been paid for debts contracted by the former 
jyeumbent of the Department. Thus it would be seen at once 
sow very dangerous it Was to rely on these ex parle statements 
; would be seen how very easy it was to Create a wrong im- 
_pession by examining only one side of a qnes‘ion. Before 
‘uch charges Were made, they ought always to be investigated, 
» that both sides of a question might be examined, afier which 
, very different impression might exist. How was it in our 
courts of justice w hen a juror was sometimes 80 convinced of the 
guilt of a party as to require no further evidence? But in how 
maay eases, alter hearing the defenee, was the opinion of that 
‘aor completely changed, and all prejudice removed by coun- 
er and explanatory evidence? | 
If abuses existed, and the history of all Governments proved 
that they would exist under the most virtuous Administratiens, 
he was perfectly willing for an investigation, so that they might 
reerrrected. What had the Administration done atthe present 
session? Had they not thrown open the door as wide as it eould 
he thrown for the purpose of investigation? Then it there 
were any alleged abuses, let gentlemen investigatethem. Yes; 
let them kave a ful!, fair, ancl thorough investigation, and it, 
afterthat, it should be found that corruption existed in any 
quarter whatever, he and the party with whom he acted would 
so heart and soul for reform. But he would entreat of gentie- 
men not to bring charges here without previous investigation. 
Jet not the parties be coudemned without a hearing He had 
yodoubt but the abuses did exist, and, considering the imper- 
ection of human nature, it would be a great wouder if they did 
Ol exist. 
The gentleman from North Carolina (Mr. Stanty] in speak- 
og of the purchase of trees at the mint in that State, had pre- 
ented an extraordinary array of names. The gentleman had 
rought up many hard words, which he said he eould scarcely 
yell, nor pronounte them after he bad spelt them. They 
ore, in fact, what in Virginia they termed “jaw crackers.”’ 
Now he would tell the gentleman that many of those fine, 
igh sounding names were but the classical names of trees 
mmon to every partof the country. For instance, among 
he rest, the gendeman had discovered the “horse chestnut,” 
vihad made a great flourish about that as one of the rare 
ves paid for out of the Government money. But would the 
valeman permit him to tell him that these horse chestnuts 
ere plenty in our country, and that in the West it was what 
hey called the buck-eye. Mr..J. then told an amusing anec- 
joie of some Western genius who sent all the way to wew 
Nork and procured at great expense a certain bush, witha high- 
mading latin name. But when itarrived, the poor fellow dis- 
ve ed there were plenty of the same kind on his own ground 
Me. J. again protested against the practice of bringing char- 
son the floor against individuals, who had no opportunity of 
ielending themselves. He hoped this practice of general de- 
unciation, Without proper examination would be discontinued. 
nrelation tothe purchase of trees, by the superintendant of 
hemint in North Carolina, if it were a fault, it was a fault into 
hich many othera,.much higher than that individual, had fal- 
n. The trees belonged to the establishment, and if they were 
wrehased by the peoples money, they were the property of 
he people, and not that ofindividuals. 
Afier some further remarks from Mr. STANLY, the ques- 
ion was taken on the amendment, and it was rejected. 
On motion of Mr. J. W. JONES, the Lill was ameuded by 
he addition of $7,000 to pay the expenses ofan extrasession in 
¢ Territory of lowa, preparatory to coming into the Union. 
Mr. CHAPMAN of Iowa effered the following amendment: 
‘To supply the deficiency in the appropriation for the year 
09, for defraying the expenses of the Legislative Assembly of 
ie Territory of Lowa, $14,000.” i 
Mr. C. said he did not intend to make a speech for home 
onsumption, but with a view that the committee might under- 
and the grounds upon which the people of Iowa claimed the 
propriation asked for. He then reada clause in the act of 
une, 183%, for organizing the Territory of lowa, which appro- 
‘lated a certain sum to defray the expenses of the Legislative 
sembly, incidental expenses, &c. 
Mr. C. said that the printing of the laws had not been paid 
t,and was one of the items for which an appropriation was 
owasked. Mr. C. inquired if the chairman of the Commiit- 
of Ways and Means, andthe House, were willing for him 
'g0home, and answer to the printer, and to those who had 
acated their church that the members of the Asseiubly might 
erehold their deliberations, that he could not get an appropri- 
lion to pry for the printing of the laws, the expenses of the 
sislat v: Assembly, and the rent of the church? 
Mr. C. iavited the attention of the committee toa statement, 
howing the amount of money paid into the Treasury since the 
"ganization of lowa Territory, and said that last year a larger 
mount was appropriated for the Wiskonsin Assembly than 
tthat of lowa; and 'f there was necessity forany difference, 
ought to have been in favor of Lowa, its membeis having 10 
‘vel a greater distance to the seat of Government. 
He then sent the resolutions of the General Assembly to the 
LERK’s table to be read, to show the necessity which existed 
or the additional appropriation of $14,000. 
Mr. C. asked why Wiskonsin received $34,000 and Iowa but 
— , He wanted to know why lowa was turnedoff with a 
m 


Mr. C. then stated the amount appropriated for Wiskonsin 
d Plorida for several years past, and did not complain of the 
'Propriations—they were not (oo large—but he wanted to know 

Treason for the difference between the appropriation for those 
‘rritories, and ihat of lowa 
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Mr. C. by way of information, sentto the Crenk’s table, to | 
he read, a statement from the Commissioner of the General 
Land Office, showing how far Lowa bad contributed te the sup- 
port ofthe Government in the sales of public lands; and Mr 
C. in the course of his remarks, argued generally in favor of the 
appropriation, 

Mr. PETRIKIN said that the appropriation was to pay debts 
owing to mechanics. The printer of the laws of the Teratory 
had executed his duty, and for want of pay was now bank- 
rupt. Ifthe House did not frnish the people of lowa means 
of knowing what the law was, they were not to be blamed for 
any infraction of them. Mr. P. contended that the appiopria- 


LEADBETTER, and CHAPMAN of lowa, 

Mr. PETRIKIN offered the following as a substitute for Mr. 
CuaPMAN’s amendment, which Mr. C, accepted, 

“ For the payment ofthe printing of the laws, and other con 
tingent expenses of the Legisiative Assembly of the Terriory of 
lowa, being a deficiency in the appropriation made for the year 
1839, fourteen thousaad dollars: Provided, That no part ot this 
appropriation shail be used for the payment of members of the 
sail Legislative Assembly for per diem waves, or mileage, or 
extra services, or for the payment of any of the » embers there- 
of, or of its its clerks, or for stationery for their individual use.”’ 

A few words passed between Messrs J. W. JONES and 
CUSHING; after which the amendment was adopted. 

Mr. STANLY here made some remarksi relation tothe sa 
lary of the Attorney General, and read some portion of the re- 
pert of the Swartwout invest galing committee 
plied to by Messrs. J. W. JONES and PETRIKIN 

Mr. CRABB moved tostrike out the appropriation of $10,000 
for the purchase of law books for the cifice of the Attorney 
General: aad it Was disagreed to—ayes 51, noes not counted. 

Theclause for “compensation to the district attorneys and 
marshals, including those in the several Territories, $14,550 
having been read, 

Mr. W.B.CALHOUN moved the following 
that paragraph: 

“And inat the said district atlorneys, marshals, and also the 
clerks of the circuit and district courts, shall keep an account 
of all fees, forfeitures, salary, and perquisites, received or 
charged by them, and render the same anuually, wnder oath to 
the Secretary of the Treasury; and all sums of money received 
by either of said officers, whether from fees, forfeitures, salary, 
or perquisites, ifin the southern district of New York, the east- 
een district of Pennsylvania, the district of Charleston, South 
Carolina, the districtof Louisiana, including New Orleans, the 
district of Massachusetts, overand above thesum of $3.500, 
shall be paid into the Treasury of the United States, meaning 
to limit the whole compensation of the officers above named, 
tothe sum of $3,500, in each district; and inall other dis- 
tricts, Whether in States or Territories, not named as above, the 
district attorneys, marshals, and clerks, shall render an account 
asabove required; and all sums of money received by each of 
said «fficers respectively referred, to ever and above the sum 
of $2,500, shall be paid into the Treasury of the United States, 
intending hereby to limit the amountof compensation of said 
officers to the sum of #2,500.’ 

Mr. J. JONES rose to a question of order. The proposition 
was in a separate biil, which covered the whole subject; and 
by the rule it would not be in order to introduce into this bill. 

The CHAIR ruled the amendment ont of Order: and 

Aficr afew remarks from Messrs. CALHOUN and MASON 
on the point of order, 

Mr. DAVIS of Kentucky, the gentleman who introdneed the 
bill towhichthe reference was male, stated that that bil 
diferent in its provisions from the am» ndment 

The CLAIR then decided the amendment in order. 

Mr. DROMGOOLE, Then I appeal. 

The CHAIR understands, since his firet decision, that the 
provisions of the bill ‘were entirely different from the amend. 
ment proposed now. Under the statement of the eentleman 
who reported the bill to which reference was made, that the 
proposition was different, the CHair has no hesitation to state 
that the amendmentis in order. 

Mr. DROMGOOLE said he did not take an appeal from any 
captions motive, or to throw any obstacle in the way ofthe 
amendment, or action on the bill. He should not care if it was 
this isolated question, but it would be a precedent dangerous to 
our legisiation. We should have the duties of officers interpola- 
tedin an appropriation bill. The proposition is entirely diffe. 
rent in its nature from the bill now before the committee. This 
isa bill making appropriation for the compensation of officers, 
under existing laws; and the amendment proposed is to pre- 
ascribe the duues o! officers, which belungs to the bill creating 
the officers, and not the bill to pay them. There wasno instance 
on record where, in a bill to pay the officers, a proposition was 
i worated to prescribe the duties of the officers. He was op- 


He wasgre 


amendment to 


was 


incor 
posed to itontwogrounds. The bill ofthe gentleman from Ken- 
tncky, (Mr. Davis,] was substantially the same: it was some- 
thing in relation to the appointment of marshals * and 
attorneys. This amendment is of the same nature. It 
belongs in point of substance and character to that bill, and 
nottothis The whole object of the amendment was to em- 
barrass the bill with extrancous matters. If this course of 
legislation be permitted, it would involve confusion in the laws, 
Whoever would think of looking in the civil and diplomatic 
bill for the duties of the marshals and attorneys. It would 
produce such a confusion in the legislauion of the country, 
which every wise legislator would wish to avoid. 

A debate here followed, in which Messrs. EVANS, DAVIS, 
of Kentucky, BRIGGS, GRAVES, and L. WILLIAMS parti- 
cipated, ia favor of the decision of the Cuam,and Mr. McKAY 
in opposition, who citeda decision in point, in support of the 
ground he assumed; when 
~ Mr. GRAVES obtained the floor, and was discussing matters 
irrelevant to the question before committee; when ; 

Mr. PETRI&IN called him to order for irrelevancy of debate. 

The CHAIR decided that he was out of order. 

Mr. PEFRIKIN objected to his proceeding without permis. 
sion of the House. 

Mr. BLACK moved that he be permitted to proceed. 

The question was taken by tellers; and it was ascertained 
that there were—ayes 65, noes 44: no quorum having voted. 

The committee rose, and its chairman reported that fact to 
the House. 

Mr. McKAY moved a call of the House. 

Mr. PROFFIT moved that the House adjourn. 

Mr. JONES of Virginiademanded the yeas and nays, which 
were ordered, and were—yeas 54, naye 76, 


tion should be made. 
After some remarks between Messrs. J. W. JONES, BOND, 
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So the Ilouse refused to adjourn. 

There being a quorum now preeent, 

Mr. McKAY withdrew his motion fora call of the House. 

The House then resolved into Committee of the Whole on 
the siate of the Union, (Mr. Casgy in the chair.) and resumed 
the consideration of the civil and diplomatic bill. 

The question being on the motion to permit the genteman 
from Kentncky (Mr. Graves] to proceed in his remarks, 
Messrs. Cras and Popr having been appointed tellers to ascer- 
tain that fact, reported ayes 68, noes 45—no quorum voting. 

The committee again rose, aud its chairman reported that fact 

the House. 

Mr. EVANS thought it impossible to get through with the bill 
that night, and moved that the House adjourn 

Mr, DUNCAN demanded the yeas and nays: which were or 
dered, and were—yeas 4, nays 73 

So the House again retused to adjourn 

‘Vhe House egain wentinto Committee of the Whole, and the 
question being on permitting the gentieman from Kentucky (Mr. 
Graves] to proceed in his remarks, the question was taken by 
tellers, (Messra. Carter aud Horxins acting as such.) who re 
p< rted ayes 107, noes 25. 

Aiter atew remarks bY Messrs. GRAVES and McKAY, 

"The CILATR stated the ground on which the appeal had been 
taken trom the its decision, that the resolution of the gente 
man trom Massachusetts was in order; and upon putting 
question whether the decision of the Cairn should stand 
the judgment of the commitice, 

Mr. R. GARLAND called fer tellers; when Messrs. Cuirrorp 
and CARTER were appor;ted tellers, who, aller a count, report 
ed—ayes S|, noes 74. 

So the decision of the Cuarn was reversed. 

Mr. GIDDINGS offered the following as an amendment 
the same; but it was declared to be out of order 

Provided, Thatin those States where jurors are drawn by 
constables or other officers of corporate towns or places, the 
marshagehall receive for his trouble in distributing the renire 


the 
is 


to 


foreach grand or petit jury the sum ot two dollars, and no 
more.’ 
Mr. R.GARLAND then submitted the following as an amend 


ment: 

“Provided, That no salaries or tees shall be paid to any dis. 
trict attorneys who shall not have paid into the Treasury any 
money collected by him.’ as 

Mr. McKAY suggested that there was already a law to the ef. 
fect of the resolution just offered; which law was read by the 
CLenk 

And afiera debate, in which Mefers. R. GARLAND, PROP- 
FIT, PETRIKIN, STANLY, EVANS, HOLLEMAN, J. W. 
JONES. McKAY, GRAVES, CHAPMAN, and GALBRAITH 
participated, 

Mr. PROFFIT moved that the committee rise 

Tellers were cal'ed for, and Messre. Carnyea and Prrrmin 
were appointed tellers; who reported , hays 70 

so the committee refused to rise, 

The question was then taken on the amendment, and resulted 
—vyeas 4, nays 60; no quorum voting. 

Tellers were then called for; when Messrs. Graves and 
Lews were appointed, ani, after a count. reported—yeas 3, 
noes?4: still no quorum, 

The committee then rose, and the Chairman reported to 
the House that there was not a quorum present 

Mr. DUNCAN moved a call of the House 

Mr. STANLY moved thatthe House adjourn. 

Mr. DUNCAN called for the yeas and naye; which having 
been ordered, 

Mr. STANLY withdrew hie motion. 

Mr. EVANS renewed it. 

Mr. CLIFFORD called for the yeas and nays; 
ordered, and were, yeas 64, nays 72 

A quorum being present, 


yeas i 


which were 


Mr. DUNCAN withdrew his motien fora eall of the House. 
Mr. CRABB asked leave of absence uniil six o'clock to- 
morrow; which leave was granted 


The House then again went into Committee of the Whole, 
and 

The CHAIR stated the question to be on the amendment of 
the gentleman from Louisiana, [Mr. GARLAND } 

Tellers were called for, and Messrs. Parris of Maine and Da. 
virs of Pennsylvania, were appointed, who reported—ayes 47, 
noes &5, 

So the amendinent was rejected. 

The following paragraph in the bill was then read, viz: 

“ Vor defraying the expense of the supreme, circuit, and dis- 
trict courts of the United States, including the District of Co- 
lumbia; also forj urors and witnesees, in aid of the funds arising 
from fines, penalties, and forfemures incurred in the year 1840, 
and preceding years, and likewise for defraying the expenses of 
suits, in which the United States are concerne:t, and of prosecut- 
ing for offences committed against the United States, and for the 
safe keeping of prisoners.” 

Mr. J. W. JONES moved to fill the blank with $300,000, the 
amount estimated by the Secretary of the Treasury, based on 
the statementsof marsha!s, The appropriation of last year waa 
but $128, 00, in consequence of there being an unexpended ba- 
lance on hand, of former appropriations, of upwards of $200,000, 
‘Lhat was the cause of the discrepancy. 

Mr. CUSHING inquired of the chairman of the Committee of 
Ways and Means whe: her he had any estimates in detail which 
made up this large aggregate. 


Mr. J. W. JONES said he had no detailed estimates. The 
Secretary ofthe Treasury had informed him that the details fur- 
nished him amounted to upwards of $340,000, but that the Se- 
cretary deemed the $300,000 in the bill sufficient. 


Mr. CUSHING said that a portion of this amount goes to pro- 
sec'e the State prisoners, and for the safe keeping of jrisoners, 
of which McKenzie and Van Rensselaer were among the num- 
ber. They should be no longer imprisoned. He had received pe- 
tiuons on the subject, which he had no opportunity afforded hin 
to present to the House; and if he had had an opportunity to 
present, it would not have been in his power to discuss. It being 
in order now, and probably the only time during the session, he 
would embrace the opportunity to make some remarks on the 
subject. The petition he held in his hand, he said, would reach 
to the chair; and it was an illustration of the great interest 
felt inthe country in relation to the imprisonment of there gen- 
tlemen. 

Mr. PARRIS said it was notin order to diecuss the subject of 
this petition, whether these gentlemen were justly or unjustly 
imprisoned. 
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The ‘CHAIR decided that the gentleman from Massachusetts 
was in or-ler. 

Mr. CUSHING said it was inorder for him ‘o show that a 
portion of this amount shou d not be appropriite lto rivet the 
chains on these gentlemen a yo longer. Their imprisonment 
ought not tobe cm inued. Mr. was atvain proc ante 1g to dis- 
cuss the merits of the imrisonment, when 

Mr. TU«NEY said, ifthe Cuam decided the gentleman in or- 
der. he would take an appeal. 

Mr. CUSHING made a few remarks on the appeal, 
that he was in order; when 

The question Was taken by tellers (Mesar 
and Dawson acting as such.) whether 
Cuam should etan d as the judgment of 


show 


Worrtnincton™ 
the a sion of the 
the Commitee, and 


resulted —ayes 41, noes 63; no quorum voting 
The committee rose, ithe chairman reported that fact to 
the House 


Mr. GALBRAITIE moved that when the House adjourn, it 
should adjourn until 1L o'clock to-morrow, which motion was 
disagreed to. 

Mr. EVANS then moved that the Honse adjourn 


Mr. MILLER demanded the yeas and nays, which not hav. 
ing been ordered, 

The House, at 11 o'clock, p. m. adjournes 

IN SE ATE 
Tuensvay, April 39, 1810 

The VICE PRESIDE) T ini before the Senate a report of 
the Secretary of War, mate in obedience to aresoluti 
Senate in relation tothe practicability and expense of¢ 
ig temporary piesa at the townsof Racine and Southport 
the western ehore of Lake Michigan; which was rea! sen 
oidered to be printed 

Mr. WRIGHT presented the memorial of a nu roof citi- 
zena of Lansinebur: th in the § ate of New Vork, praving the 
passage of ageneral bankrupt law; which was ordered tol on 


the table 
Mr. WEBSTER presented the petition of a number of citi 





zevaof Beaver county, Pennsylvania, praying the establish- 
ment of a National Bank, and a protect.ve tariff 

Me W. aaid that at this late peric dot the session no action 
could be h ae on the subjects embraced in this p THLON, at id he 

would therefore ask thatt might be laid {onthe table, inform- 
ing the Se aie h: ywever, that before the close of th. session he 

would take occasion to offer sume remarks on these and other 
subjects connected therewith. 

Mr NORVELL : omitted the following resolutio 

Resolved, That the Pi eut of the United States be, and - 
is hereby, requested to = irdon and direct the re of Willis 
Lyon Mackenzie imprisoned in the jail at Rochester Ne w 
Fock. fore, dhekniien of thon tact to preserve the neutral of 
gationa ¢ f the United States; and also to dix ‘re 1 of 


any fine which may have been imposed upon him for the same 
offence 


The bill granting to the State of Michieana quan itv on rnd 
to aid in construating a canal around the falls of St. Mary, was 
read a third time, and passe ] 


The bill to authorize the Mount Carmel and New Albany 
Railroad Company to enter, ona credit, a quantity of tay i to 
land to aid the company inthe construction of ara road fi 


in the Bra te of Indiar 1, to Mount Carmel) epg 


New Albany, 


’ 


Siate of [linois, and for ot aan ry waa taken un. and, af 
ter a debate, in which Me TAP PAN, HUBBARD, BEN- 
TON, CLAY of Atebenss SMITH of In iana, WHITE, CAL- 
HIOUN, and YOUNG participated, was recommitted to the 
t'ommittee on Roads an Canals 

The bill for the benefit of t Selmaand Tennessee Rai! 1 
Comoany, was taken up, an ll, after some re ks from Messis 
KING and WHITE, was read a third time, and pa ] 

The Senate then ad urned 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Tuvaspay, April 30, 140. 

By general consent, and on motion of Mr. HAMAIOND of 
Pennsyivania. the bill to alter the time for ho'ding the Dis rict 
Court of the United States for the Western District ot Penn 
sylvania, at Williamsport, was taken up, real a third time, 


and paseed. 

Ona motion of Mr. PETRIKIN, oint reso'ution in rela- 
tion to the case of Masterson and Sm th which had been re- 
turned from u te with an amendment, (which gi 
cretionary power tothe Postmaster General.) was & 
and the amendment was non-concurred in 

On leave. Mr. CUSHING, from the Cemmittee on Foreign 
Affairs, reported a bill to carry into effect the convention be 
tween the United States and the Mexican Republic; which was 
referred to the Cor nmit tee of the Whole on the siate of the 
Union, one lorder d vo be printed. 

Mr. C. gave notice that, under instructions from the Commit- 
tee on r oreign Affairs, he would, at anearly day, ask the atten- 
tion of the House to the consideration of this biil. 

On motion of Mr GOODE, 

Ordered, That the resolution of the House of Representa- 
tives of the 14th January 15939, relative to Albemarie sections 


e€ Senat ves dis- 


l- r 
KO Up, 


of land in ihe Miamiand Maumee canals, be referred to the 
Committee on the Pu lic Lands; alsa, that the resolu.ion of the 
Hfouse of Representatives ofthe 2d January, 1538, rel itive to 
the sale of alternate sections of land on the Miami canal, and 
on the Wabash and Erie c sal, | referred to the Committee o1 
the Public Lands 
Mr. BUTLER of Kentucky presented testimony in the case 

of Susan Foster, Mrs. Moore, widow of William Moore, end 


Arthur Connelly; which tes im referred to the Com- 
mittee on Revoiutionary Pet 

Mr. HOLLEMAN present ted a petiton of censed hy 
the Siate of Virginia, praying a repeal of the act of the 34 
March, 1837, concerning pilots; which petition was referred to 
the Comt niitee of Commerce. 

Mr SAMU ELS presented evidence in the case 
Chambers; which was referred to the Commitee 
Pensions. 

Mr. STESNROD, from the Select Committee, appointed on 
the 16th of March, on the cage of Peter Yarnali and Samuel 
Michell, made a report ace: ompante dt y i bill for the relief of 
Peter Yarnall and others; which was read twice, and committed 
to the Commiiee of the Whole. 

Mr. CONNOR, from the Committee of 
made an adverse report on the case of Michac! 
was Ordered to lie on the table 

Mr. RUSSELL, from the Committee of Claims, reported 
buck to the House Senate bill No. 1, entitledan “Act forthe re- 


ony was 


P le te li 
of James 


‘0 Invalid 


Wars and Means 
Ferrall; which 
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lief of William HL. Robertson, Samuel H. Garrow, and J. W. 
Simonton;” which was committed to the Committee of the 
Whole. 

Mr. R. a's0 made a report on the case of Charles 8. Matthews, 
Charles Woo, and James Hall. 

Mr. R. also male an adverse report on the caseof Lorenzo 
N. Clarke, which was ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. CHAPMAN, of Alabama, from the Committee on the 
Post Office and Post Roads, reported hack to the House, Senate 
bill, No Jl, entitled “An act for the relief of the heirs of Colin 
Bishop,” without amendment; which bill was committed to the 
Committee of the Whole 

Mr. REYNOLDS, from the Committee on the Public Lands, 
reported a b Il to reserve one township of land from the sale for 
an asylum for the deaf and dumb in the Territory of lowa; 
which was read twice, and committed to the Committee of the 
Whole. 

On motion of Mr. ELY, the Committee on Revolutionary 
Claims was discharged from the further consideration of the 
petition of the heirs of Jobn Reynolds and Mary Reynolds; 
aleo, fromthe further consideration of the petition of the heirs 
of Thomas Richards; which petitions were laid on the table. 

Mr. BUTLER of Kentucky, from the Committee on Private 
Land Claims, made a report on the petition of Thomas W. 
Chinn, accompanied by a bill for his relief; which bill was read 
twice and committed to the Committee of the Whole. 

Mr. W. C. BUTLER, from the same commitiee, made an 
unfavorable report on the petition of Andrew Johngon ; which 


was read, and laid on the table. . 
Mg M. A. COOPER, from the Committee of Ways and 
Means, made an untavorab ile report on the petition of Thomas 


Wa ‘le; which wasread, and laid on the table. 

Mr. ©. from the same committee, reported a bill for the relief 
of John B. Rogers; which was read twice and committed to 
the Committee of the Whole. 

Mr. BELL, from the Committee on Indian Affairs, reported 
hack to the House Senate bill No. 191, entitled an “Act for 
the relief of John C, Reynolds, late disbursing age nt of the In- 
dian Department, without amendment. 

Mr. REED, from the Committee on Naval Affairs, made a 
report on the memorial of Boyd Reilly, accompanied by a bill 
for his relief; which was read twice, and committed to the Com- 
mittee of the Whole. 

Mr. GRANGER, from the Committee on Foreign Affairs, 
made a memorial on the report of Charles G. Ridgley, accom 
panied by a bill for his relief; which was read twice, aad com- 
mitted tothe Committee of the Whole. 

Mr, CORWIN, fiom the Committee on the Public Laads, 
reported a billto grant a quantity of land to aid in opening a 
a ses lication by water from Dekorra to Marqnetta, in the 
Territory of Wiskonsin; which bill was read twice, an! com- 
mitt a tothe Committee of the Whole. 

Mr. HAND, from the Committee on Revolutionary Pen- 
sions, mar “~ a report on the peti ition of Mary Johnson, accom- 
panied by a bill for her relie{ which was read twice, and com- 
mitted to the Cc ommittee of the Ww hole. 

Mr. Hf. also made a rep: wrt on the petition of Nancy Perry, 
late widow of John Davis, accompanied by a bill for her re- 
lef} which was read twice, andcommitted to the Committee of 
the Whole. 

Th e committees having heen called throngh, the House pro- 
ed, during the residue of the morning hous, to dispose in 
of the business on the Speaxer’s table. 

The first subject was a motion to print 5,000 extra copies 
of the report of the Secretary of the Treasury on the expen- 
citures and since the year 1759; which was 
agreed to 


The next was 










defalcations 


the motion of Mr. Firimoreto print 560 extra 





copies ofthe report of contingent expenses of the State Depart- 
ment; which motion was agreed to. 

Mr. R. G ao ae ho e ithe vote would be reconsidered. 
The print ing of the report would only cover the tables of mem- 
bers with docuine =, which, he undertook to say, not ten mem- 
bers would read: * 


Mr. BROWN of Tetneszee moved a reconsideration. 

Mr. FILLMORE hoped some additional copiesofall the re- 
ports from the several Departments, showing the expenses of 
the contingent fund, might be distributed among the people. 
T he House had been in the habit of suppressing Infor ination, by 
only printing enough for themselves. 

Mr. R. GARLAND said the printing would cost considerable, 
and there was no necessity forit. .Butif the committee thought 
itnecessary, he would notoppose it. Mr. G. moved to refer the 
resolution to the Committee on the Expenditures of the Depart- 
ment of S ate. 


Mr. PETRIKIN wanted no one-sided reports, but all the 
fects. They hed already had evidence of garbled statements. 
Mr. CARR presumed that every gentleman sas prepared 


to vote upon the subject; and, therefore, called for the pte- 

vious quest on. 

Mr. FILLMORE called for the yeas and nays; 
were nht ordered. 

The question was then taken upon reconsidering the vote 
hy which the report was ordered to be printed; which was de- 
cided in the affirmative. 


but they 


Mr. R. GARLAND then moved to refer the motion to print 
to the Committee on Expenditures of the State Department. 


And the question being taken, no quorum voted. 

Mr. HUBBARD moved to lay the motion for reference on 
the table; which was acreed to. 

So the subject was laid on the table, 

The motion of Mr C. JOUHNEON to print 5,000 extra co- 
pies of the report of the Secretary of the Treasury, of payments 
made at the Treasury from 1834 to 1839, then coming up for 
consi ‘eration, 

Mr. ADAMS said he saw no reason why the document 
should be printe ed after the other repert had been laid upon the 
table. He did not know on what grounds the motion was ori- 
ginally made in the discussion, at the time it was presented. 
He thought, hewever, that it ought to be treated like the one 
just decid led on. 

On motion of Mr. BUTLER of Kentucky, the motion was 
laid on the table. 

On leave given, Mr. CURTIS, from the Committee on Com- 
merce, reported, without amendment, a Senate bi lin relation 
to the iron s eamboat New Jersey, formerly culled the Robert 
L. Stockton. 

On mozion of Mr. C. 
passed. 

Mr. GRATIAM asked leave to offer a resolution, providing 
that the House will, after Monday next, meet at 11 o'clock. 


the bill was read a third time, and 


= rp gre ae to it. 

r. moved a suspension of the rul 

for the yeas and nays; which, being ordered, sunt haope 
nays 85: not two-thirds. ‘1 

So the rules were not susnended. 

GENERAL APPRUPRIATION BILL. 

On motion of Mr. JONES of Virginia, the House resolved 
self into Committee of the Whole on the state of the Doi it. 
(Mr. Cassy of Illinois in the chair.) on the bill making a “ 
priations for the civil and diplomatic expenses of the ener 
ment for the year 1840. ern 

The item under consideration last evening was the followi 

“Por defraying the expenses of the Supreme, Circuit, an 
District Courts of the United States, including the District a 
Celumbia; also, for jurors and witnesses, in aid of the fans 
arising from fines, penalties, and forfeitures incurred in the 
year 1840 and the preceding year; and likewise for defra in 
the expenses of suits in which the United States are conceteat 
and of prosecutions for offences committed against the J Nite; 
States, and for the safe keeping of prisoners, $300,000." 

yon a SUSHING was addressing the committee, and was called 
to order. 

The Car had decided that Mr. C. was in order; from whic) 
decision an appeal had been taken, and the queation being put, 
no quorum vored; the committee rose, and the House adjourned 
And the question now pending was, ‘Shall the decision of th 
Cram siand as the judgment of the committee?’ , 

After some desultory discussion, the question, “Shall the de. 
cision of the Carr stand as the judgment of the committee?” 
was taken, and decided in the affirmative—aycs 113, noes 15. 

So the decision of the Crarn was sustained. 

Mr. CUSHING then proceeded to address the committee, and 
said that he proposed to discuss the question whether it was 
proper to appropriate money (and if so, how much) for the 
safe keeping of certain prisoners of State, who were held in pj. 
son in the State of New York; and if that was not in order, he 
would propose an amendment to make it so 

(c — of “Offer your amendment.” } 

Mr. ©. then offered the following amendment: “Five thoy. 
sand dollars thereof to be applied to the more commodions 
sale-keeping of the two prisoners of State, held in prison in the 
State of New York for alleged violation of the neutrality aci, 
so called.’’ 

bag aa alluded to are Messrs. Mackenzie and Van Rens. 
selaer 

Mr. C. then proceeded to state reasons why additional consi. 
deration should be shown to these individuals, as being victims 
of State policy for State reasons 

Mr. CRAIG called Mr. C. to order: first for irrelevancy; but 
subsequently changed the ground,so0 as to make his point of 
order against the amend Iment itself, on the ground that it pro. 
poet to change the existing laws as tothe mode of keeping 
State prisoners. 

The CHAIR decided the amendment to be order. 

Mr. CRAIG appealed from that decision 

The appeal was debated hy Messrs, BRIGGS. MASON, 
DROMGOOLE, CRABB, TILLINGHAST, and CLIFFORD, 

The question was then taken, and the vote stood—ayes &, 
noes 98, 

So the decision ofthe CHatr was reversed. 

Mr. CUSHING demanded from Mr. Jones the estimates on 
which this item was founded. Since the discretion of the Ex. 
ecutive might not be controlled, and he must vote manacled 
hand and foot, he wanted at least to know how much of this 
stm went to provide for the incarceration of those victims of 
Executive policy. 

Mr. JONES explained, and laid belore the House a commu- 
nication from the Treasury Department referring to the esti- 
mates from the marshals. The details had all to be audited be 
fore the money could be paid, but it was impossible to fore. 
know them now. 

Mr. CUSHING said then he must submit to a policy which, 
for acts rewarded in England by knighthoad, the Executive gave 
imprisonment in a jail. 

Mr. EVANS moved the following amendment: “For the se- 
cond and third volumes of the Documentary History of the 
American Revolution, agrecably to the act of Congress ap- 
proved March 2 1833, and the contract made in pursuance 
thereof with the Secretar y of State on the 19th March, 1833, for 
ty-five thousand dollars.” 

Mr. VANDERPOEL said, as this woik was printed under 
contract, and had been delivered, it must be paid for. 

Mr. DROMGOOLE asked whether the work conformed to 
the contract? 

Mr. EVANS said the Secretary of State was the judge of 
this, under the contract, and he was satisfied, and had reported 
accordingly. 

The amendment was then agreed to. 


CUMBERLAND ROAD. 

Mr. DAVIS of Indiana, moved to strike out the appropriation 
of $100,000 for coast surveys, and insert the following: 

“Be ‘it further enacted, That the following sums and 
they are hereby appropriaced for the continuation of the Cum- 
berland Road, viz: For the State of Ohio $75,000, Indiana, 
$100,000, Hlunois $100,000. These sums to be expe snded under 
the direction of the Secretary of War, subject to all the restric: 
tions and regulations of former appropriauons.”” 

Mr. PETRIKIN said the amendment was out of order, as it 
was not in pursuance of any law. 

The CITAIR decided the amendment to be in order. 

Fiom this decision Mr. TURNEY took an appeal. 

Mr. DAVIS asked what law there was for this appropriation 
for coast surveys? 

Mr. JONES explained. The coast survey had been com 
menced under astatnte which he cited. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD opposed the amendment as out of order, 
and insisted on this pointof order, on the ground that the rule 
mede a distinction between amendments and elauses reported 
by a committee. 

Mr. STUART, of Illinois, supported the amendment, con- 
tending that the Cumberland Road had been commenced under 
alaw asmuch asthe coast survey. They stood on the same 
ground. And it rested, besides, on contract, in which it had 
the advantage. 

Mr. R. GARLAND replied to Mr. Unperwoop,and quoted the 
rule to show that it made no such distinction as Mr. U. had sup- 
posed ; theamendment was as much in order as the Clause pro 
posed to be stricken out. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD said he was satisfied, 

The question being taken on the appeal, tellers were de: 
manded aud ordered ; and the vote was, ayes 54, noes 42, 
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